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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 9th June 2026 in Cannington Village Hall

Minutes
Present:
Parish Councillors: Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor, Shaun Ryall, Jack Popham, Steve Pettitt, Michael Featherstone, David Greenslade, Mark Livingstone and John Harbour.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell and Brian Bolt 
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 1

01/06/26 Declaration of Members’ Interests
No Declarations were made. 
.
Public Session 

· It was reported by a local resident that EDF organisers have been advising attendees to park in the village.
· According to the EDF magazine, fewer cars are being reported as parked inappropriately. But there are new shift patterns and 250 members have gone on strike, so the situation will be monitored. 
· It was raised that Toll house Road have No Parking signs in this area, that are affective.
· A request was made to the Council about signs for bowling green, the Council advised a design had been agreed and that it was a case of locating quotes.
Public session ended at 7.05pm 
Council Session

02/06/26 Apologies for Absence
Brian Bolt 

03/06/26 Minutes of Meeting held on l2th May 2026

04/06/26 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item

05/06/26 Planning matters
New planning
1. 13/26/00010- The Grange- Conversion of former swimming pool building to 3No. dwellinghouses (Use Class C3), conversion of tennis court into parking, erection of cycle and bin storage, landscaping and associated works. The application was deferred to the next meeting for further consideration.

Planning decided
1. 13/23/00032- Brymore Way. Erection of 160no. Dwellings, creation of vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access, public open space, landscaping and associated works. Parish Council objected to this application. Agreed unanimously. Reply was sent 13/04/2026 Application under consideration
1. 13/26/00007- 16 Lonsdale Road, Extension of existing garage and utility room. Cllr Michael Featherstone proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Cllr John Addison and agreed unanimously. Permission Granted 27/04/2026
1. 13/26/00009- 9 Clifford Park, Erection of rear (NW) extension on site of existing conservatory (to be demolished). Cllr Michael Featherstone proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Cllr John Addison and agreed unanimously. Permission Granted 
1. 13/26/00006- 1 Ashdown Cottages, Blackmore Lane, Cannington. Erection of two storey rear extension on site of existing (to be demolished). Permission Granted 

12/06/26 Reports (as applicable)

1. School Bus Transport Update
Councillor Mike Caswell provided an update regarding school bus transport arrangements affecting certain areas of the village. He reported that the transport team has advised that the current distance criteria will remain unchanged. As a result, the majority of the Grange Meadows area will continue to be affected by the transport policy.
2. Highways and Parking Issues
A visibility study was raised in relation to ongoing parking issues within the village. The proposal was made by Councillor Ian Dyer and seconded by Councillor David Greenslade, then agreed unanimously. 
3. Speed Indicator Device
Information has been communicated to the community through the council's social media channels.
4. Defibrillator
Replacement batteries are on order and will be installed once received.
5. Village Maintenance
Cannington in Bloom, in partnership with Community Payback, will be replacing the edging boards along School Path to improve the appearance and condition of the area. Community Payback will be assisting with this project at the weekend. 	
6. Street Lighting
It was reported that the street lights on Toll House Road and at the roundabout are still not working, despite the issue having been reported to Somerset Council. Councillor John Harbour agreed to follow this up.
7. Henry Roger Almshouse
· The accounts have been circulated to Councillors for review and approval. Once approved, the figures will be updated and submitted to the Charity Commission. 
The figures were agreed as a true record and approved unanimously by the Council.
· The current gardener is expected to return in October. In the meantime, a temporary gardener will need to be appointed to maintain the required grounds maintenance services.
The Clerk to contact a local gardener to provide cover for the current gardener during maternity leave.
· Almshouse Insurance renewal 
The Council agreed to renew the Almshouse insurance and retain the five-year fixed agreement. This was agreed unanimously.
8. Footpaths 
It was reported that the footpath at the end of Lovers Walk had been trimmed back and access is now available.
9. Annual Parish Meeting 
· Annual Parish Meeting Wednesday 17th June 7pm 
· A decision is required regarding the recipient of the Child of Cannington Award.
10. Cannington Open Gardens 
· Cannington Open Gardens raised £338 for Cannington in Bloom
11. Spar Shop 
· As repair work is still ongoing in the store, the Council have been advised to expect completion by the end of the year. 
13/06/26 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
It was reported that work had commenced on the footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area.
2. Northbrook Garages 

14/06/26 Financial Matters
1. The Payments - The following transactions to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room (£230.00) and Council monthly meeting (£20.00) June 2026
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox June 2026
	DD
	£12.00

	BT
	Phone & broadband services (May)
	DD
	£67.14

	Loyds Bank
	Bank charges 
	DD
	£4.65

	Kem Tech 
	SIDs Technical Assistance
	Tfer
	£90.00

	Mr D Howes 
	Watering (April)
	Tfer
	£380.00

	BT
	Phone & broadband services (June)
	Tfer
	£67.14

	EJ Hillman Fencing 
	Fencing for playing fields 
	Tfer
	£2940.00

	Mr R Young 
	Audit 
	Tfer
	£50.00

	Amberol LTD
	X2 Trough Planters 
	Tfer
	£797.88

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Meeting refreshments, Flowers for former clerk's assistance
	Tfer
	£62.13

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Clerk’s salary (June)
	Tfer
	£1649.62

	Burnham Portable Toilet Hire
	Pavilion Portaloo
	Tfer
	£110.88

	EDF
	Pavilion electricity (May)
	Tfer
	£114.58

	Clear Council 
	Village Annual insurance 
	Tfer
	£1628.95

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



2. To Accounts for May 2026 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at March £123,637.40 including reserves of £93,374.72
3. The Budget Statement for May 2026 had previously been circulated to councillors.

16/06/26 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. EDF Centre – Resident Concerns Regarding Late-Night Operational Noise
It was agreed that an email would be sent to Cannington Court requesting that the café bottle bins are not emptied late in the evening, due to the disturbance caused to nearby residents.
2. Public Right of Way – Gurney Street Walkway Accessibility
A public right of way footpath was brought to the Council's attention due to pipework installed on the exterior of a property, which has narrowed the width of the path. Concerns were raised that this is preventing access for mobility equipment and other users of the footpath. Members agreed that further information is required regarding ownership of the property and responsibility for maintenance of the footpath before any action can be considered.
3. Portland Close Parking, Access and Road Safety Concerns
The Council considered concerns regarding parking issues in Portland Close and agreed that the matters raised did not fall within the Parish Council's remit. Residents will be advised to report fly parking and any parking restrictions infringements to the relevant authorities. Concerns relating to school drop-off and collection times should be raised directly with the school. It was noted that the campervan referred to appeared to be parked legally.
4. Queries regarding assertion 10 and data protection compliance. 
Assertion 10 and data protection compliance were discussed. It was agreed that, until dedicated Parish Council email addresses are established for all Councillors, initial contact should be made through the Parish Council email address and forwarded to the relevant Councillor as appropriate. This arrangement is intended to support data protection and fraud prevention measures.
5. Mountain Bike Jump request
The request for a mountain bike jump was considered by the Council. While views were mixed, the majority of members expressed concerns regarding health and safety and concluded that the proposal could pose more risks than benefits.
6. School Path grant request
The grant request from Cannington in Bloom was proposed by Cllr John Addison, seconded by Cllr Jack Popham, and approved unanimously.
7. Previously agreed signage for Meadow Mews 

17/06/26 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
a. Allotments- Clerk, Shaun Ryall and Mark Livingstone
An assessment of the allotments was carried out. It was noted that several plots require clearing before they can be reallocated. The Clerk will review the plots and arrange for Community Payback to assist with tidying them in preparation for new tenants. It was also agreed to obtain a quotation from Greenslades for the installation of an additional water tap at the allotments to assist with watering.
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership – Cllr John Harbour
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Defibrillator – Carole Taylor
f. EDF – Community Forum – Steve Pettitt and Shaun Ryall
It was reported that installation of the second pressure vessel is currently underway.
g. EDF – Transport Forum – John Addison
h. Footpaths and Highways – Clerk, John Addison (highways), Graham Bell and Shaun Ryall (footpaths)
i. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer
It was noted that the Parish Council's subscription to the ICCM was due for renewal. The Clerk advised that the subscription is renewed annually. Members requested further information regarding the benefits of the subscription.
It was noted that repointing of the walls and attention to the damaged trees remain outstanding and will need to be addressed by the landowner.
j. Speed Indicator – John Addison and Shaun Ryall
k. College – Chairman Ian Dyer
l. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
Members were informed that there had been a number of incidents of dog fouling in Jubilee Gardens. The Council discussed whether signs requesting that dogs be kept on leads should be installed. It was agreed that this matter would be considered further at a future meeting.
m. Playing fields/amenities – Cllrs Jack Popham, Ian Dyer and Mark Livingstone
Members also noted that the lighting at the playing field appears to be operating continuously throughout both the day and night. The Clerk will contact Cannington Court to establish whether there is an issue with the timer controlling the lights.
n. Village Hall – Cllr David Greenslade

18/06/26 Matters of Report
1. Finance meeting 13th May
2. HPC Community Forum 6pm
3. Summer Celebration Meeting 18th May 
19/06/26 Items for the next meeting
1. Annual Parish Meeting 7pm 17th June 
2. Dowsborough LCN 24th June 
20/05/26 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 14th July 2026
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