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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 14th April 2026 in Cannington Village Hall

Minutes
Present:
Parish Councillors: Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor, Shaun Ryall, Jack Popham, Steve Pettitt, Michael Featherstone, David Greenslade, Mark Livingstone and John Harbour.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell and Brian Bolt 
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 5
Council Session

01/05/26	Declaration of Members Interests
02/05/26	Election of Chairman and signing of Office for the forthcoming year
The Chairman then invited nominations for the position of Chairman. Cllr Jack Popham proposed Cllr Ian Dyre and this was seconded by Cllr Shaun Ryall, then agreed unanimously. 
03/05/26	Election of Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year
The Chairman then invited nominations for the position of Vice Chairman. Cllr Steve Pettitt proposed Cllr John Addison and this was seconded by Cllr Jack Popham, then agreed unanimously. 
.
Public Session
Bowling Green Signage
· Concerns were raised regarding signage for the Bowling Green. It was noted that, as the Parish owns the Bowling Green, additional signage on the gated area should not present an issue. Members discussed the need for clearer signage to ensure that parking within the area is restricted and that it is made clear that Hinkley workers and Cannington Court users are not permitted to park there.
· Proposed wording for signage relating to parking restrictions was drafted.
· This was proposed by Cllr Jack Popham and seconded by Cllr Steve Pettitt, then agreed unanimously.

Council Session

04/05/26 Apologies for Absence
Mike Caswell and Brian Bolt
+05/05/26 Minutes of Meeting held on 14th April 2026
The Minutes held on the 14th April were approved.
06/05/26 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item
	
[bookmark: _Hlk8227544]07/05/26 Posts of Responsibilities
The posts of responsibilities were reviewed and Cllr Jack Popham proposed to agree the responsibilities, this was seconded by Cllr Steve Pettitt and agreed unanimously.  
	Current responsibilities
Allotments – Clerk, Shaun Ryall and Mark Livingstone
	Brook – Ian Dyer
	Bus User Group- John Harbour 
Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Steve Pettitt
             Cemetery – Clerk, Ian Dyer 
	College – Ian Dyer
Defibrillator – Carole Taylor
	EDF – Community Forum – Steve Pettitt and Shaun Ryall
	EDF – Transport Forum – John Addison
	Hinkley Point SSG – 
	Footpaths and Highways – Clerk, John Addison (highways), Graham Bell and Shaun Ryall (footpaths)
             Jubilee Gardens – John Addison
	Local Community Network (LCN) – Ian Dyer
	Playing Field/Amenities – Clerk, Jack Popham, Ian Dyer and Mark Livingstone
	Speed Indicator – John Addison and Shaun Ryall
	Village Hall – David Greenslade
08/05/26 Committee and Advisory Group membership
	Current membership
	Disciplinary – Steve Pettitt and John Addison
Cllr Carol Taylor raised that there may not be a need for a separate Disciplinary Committee, as the Council already has a Staffing Committee in place. It was noted that disciplinary and grievance matters are commonly dealt with under the remit of Staffing Committees, although clarification will be sought from SALC regarding the Council’s own arrangements.
	Emergency planning including flooding – David Greenslade and Ian Dyer
	Finance and Staffing Committee – Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor and Jack Popham
	Grievance – David Greenslade, Shaun Ryall and Michael Featherstone
	Planning – Steve Pettitt, Carole Taylor and Michael Featherstone
             Alms Houses – John Harbour, Michael Featherstone, Carole Taylor, Steve Pettitt and Shaun Ryall.
10/05/26 Review of Procedures
· Standing Orders
It was advised that there are currently no further Standing Order updates issued by SALC beyond the April 2025 revisions. The current Standing Orders were reviewed and formally adopted by all Councillors present.
· Financial Regulations 
These have been reviewed and updated in accordance with SALC publications. These were previously circulated to Councillors, and were formally adopted by all Councillors present. 
· Code of Conduct
The updated Code of Conduct, previously circulated to Councillors, were reviewed and formally adopted by all Councillors present.
Assertion 10
· Assertion 10 relating to digital and data compliance was not completed and therefore was not ticked on the Annual Governance Statement. The Clerk advised that this is an area currently being reviewed and that measures are intended to be put in place during the current year to ensure future compliance.

11/05/26 Planning matters
New planning
There was no new planning to discuss.
Planning decided
1. 13/23/00032- Brymore Way. Erection of 160no. Dwellings, creation of vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access, public open space, landscaping and associated works. Parish Council objected to this application. Agreed unanimously. Reply was sent 13/04/2026 Application under consideration
1. 13/26/00007- 16 Lonsdale Road, Extension of existing garage and utility room. Cllr Michael Featherstone proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Cllr John Addison and agreed unanimously. Permission Granted 27/04/2026
1. 13/26/00009- 9 Clifford Park, Erection of rear (NW) extension on site of existing conservatory (to be demolished). Cllr Michael Featherstone proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Cllr John Addison and agreed unanimously. Application under consideration

12/05/26 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
2. Overgrown Hedge Clifford Park – Responsibility for Maintenance
· Cllr John Harbour had investigated the issue and shared that responsibility for the overgrown hedge rests with the tenant, who is currently unable to carry out the work due to injury. Discussion took place regarding whether the work could be undertaken by the Payback Team or by a contractor arranged by the tenant.
3. Speed Indicator Device
With assistance from an IT specialist, the Council was able to produce chart readings showing the percentage of motorists complying with the 20mph speed limit. It was noted that the data indicates the 20mph speed limit has been successful.
4. Defibrillator
· Defibrillators have been checked and are fully functioning. 
5. Phone boxes in the village
· It was raised that the two phone boxes in the village require attention, with the Main Road phone box needing repainting and the High Street phone box requiring tidying.
6. Village Maintenance
· Attention is requested regarding the condition of the edging boards along School Path, an area that is regularly presented as part of the village judging displays for Cannington in Bloom due to its appearance and upkeep. It was agreed to arrange for community payback to help. 
7. Court Orchard 
8. Henry Roger Almshouse
· Fire extinguishers have been checked.
· Electrical checks for Flat 2 have been completed by Manchip Electrical.
· A cleaner has been appointed to clean the hallway and stairs once a month.
· It was noted that the regular gardener is currently on maternity leave, and the temporary gardener has now finished. The council will therefore seek to appoint an interim gardener until the regular gardener returns.
· Flat 2 is booked to have some electrical works done.
9. Footpaths 
10. Annual Parish Meeting 
· It was agreed the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 17th June, in the village hall. 
11. Parking Around the Bowling Green
· Concerns have been raised regarding limited parking availability around the Bowling Green in Cannington, particularly during peak commuting times. It has been reported that spaces are being used by people parking before boarding Hinkley Point transport services, causing difficulties and delays. 
The Council discussed this matter and noted that fewer reports have recently been received regarding the Bowling Green area. However, plans are in place to install “No Parking” signs aimed at discouraging fly parking and parking by visitors to Cannington Court, with the hope that this will act as a deterrent.
12. Bins on the High Street
· The Council discussed the issue of wheely bins on the High Street. Owners who have been identified have been informed that the bins must be moved. However, the large black wheely bins remain an ongoing concern, with one appearing to be fixed to the ground. The Chairman will investigate the matter further.
13/05/26 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
2. Northbrook Garages 
· The Chairman reported that Pardoes Solicitors had confirmed that the garages are now in the ownership of Cannington Parish Council. However, it appears that some garages are still occupied. It was agreed that a clear paper trail should be established, including confirmation of any rental payments being made and copies of any existing tenancy or ownership agreements relating to the garages.
14/05/26 Financial Matters
1. The Payments - The following transactions to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room (£230.00) and Council monthly meeting (£20.00) May 2026
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox May 2026
	DD
	£12.00

	BT
	Phone & broadband services (May)
	DD
	£67.14

	Loyds Bank
	Bank charges 
	DD
	£4.65

	HMRC
	Employers PAYE and National insurance 
	Tfer
	£1718.02

	P Phillips & Son
	Playing Fields Car Park 
	Tfer
	£69,432.00

	Greenslades 
	Grounds maintenance for (March)
	Tfer
	£3238.00

	SALC
	Annual Subscription
	Tfer
	£941.34

	Somerset Council
	Village bins 
	Tfer
	£518.71

	Rob the Web Guy 
	Parish annual website fee
	Tfer
	£450.00

	RT Signs 
	Dog Fouling Signs
	Tfer
	£340.00

	Western Fabrications 
	Pree-School ramp
	Tfer
	£7320.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Clerk’s salary (April)
	Tfer
	£2395.14

	Burnham Portable Toilet Hire
	Pavilion Portaloo
	Tfer
	£116.00

	Greenslades 
	Grounds maintenance for (April)
	Tfer
	£3238.00

	EDF
	Pavillion Electricity (April)
	Tfer
	£134.25

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	

	Kemtech 
	SIDS Tech related issues 
	Tfer
	£90.00



2. To agree accounts for April 2026 were previously circulated to all councillors and were agreed as a true record.
3. Review of Insurance provision It was agreed that the current policy has adequate cover and will continue.
15/05/26 Annual Audit Return
1. The Internal audit has been completed and there were no items to bring to the Councils attention. 
2. Section 1 -The Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 have been previously circulated to all Councillors. Cllr John Addison read the Statements which were agreed by all Councillors and signed by the Chairman.
3. Section 2 -The Accounting Statements for 2025/26 have been previously circulated to all Councillors. It was agreed as true to record and signed by the Chairman.
16/05/26 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Concern has been raised regarding the use of slug pellets on two allotment plots
This was investigated by Cllr Shaun Ryall, the slug pellets used were organic.
2. Questions have been raised regarding the spraying of weedkiller in Cannington Cemetery.
Greenslades Grounds Maintenance advised that weed spraying had been carried out on the cemetery path, and that weather conditions are recorded and logged prior to any weedkiller being applied to the area.
3. Clarification is requested regarding the recent cutting of the verges along the straight road to Sandford Corner.
The cutting of the verges along Straight Road does not fall under Cannington Parish Council’s grounds maintenance contract, as it was previously advised that this area would no longer be cut by the Council’s contractor. The grass cutting in this area is currently funded collectively by local residents.
4. Open Gardens 26th April 
5. Request for Consideration of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) in Woodland Area Near Crabtree Caravan Park and Cannington Golf Course.
It was noted that the area forms part of the college grounds and would therefore likely fall under the College’s responsibility to manage. Cllr John Addison commented that the area would benefit from thinning out and general maintenance. Concerns were also raised that the presence of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) may limit the extent of any maintenance work that could be undertaken.
6. Proposed Additional “No Parking” Signage Around the Bowling Green, Church Street, and Mill Lane
17/05/26 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
a. Allotments –Clerk
Allotments will be allocated to applicants currently on the waiting list within the next couple of weeks.
Cllr Shaun Ryall advised that it would be worthwhile carrying out an inspection over the coming weeks, together with an assessment of the most suitable location for installing the water pipe to the allotments.
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership – Cllr Jack Popham
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt 
advised that, although they will not be entering the competition this year, they will continue to work with the community on a variety of projects throughout the year.
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer
It was agreed that the pointing of the walls would be investigated, potentially undertaking the work in phases over a number of years. In addition, the yew trees were identified as requiring attention.
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer.
· Annual meeting to be arranged. 
At the annual college meeting, discussions were held regarding the latest planning application, proposals for the courthouse, and several permissive paths that are causing concern. They also advised that some of the students will carry out repairs to the damaged wall near the Garden of Rest.
g. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
h. Playing fields/amenities – Cllrs Jack Popham and Mike Andison
· Pump track official opening 
i. Village Hall – Cllr David Greenslade
18/05/26 Matters of Report
1. Meeting with Kier 24th April 
· The Chairman reported that a meeting had taken place with Kier Group, during which it was advised that the bollard project is now expected to be delayed until later in the summer.
2. Transport Meeting 15th April 
3. Axe-Brue Catchment Flood Group Network Meeting 27th April
4. Annual College meeting 11th May 
19/05/26 Items for the next meeting
1. Finance meeting 13th May
2. HPC Community Forum 6pm
3. Summer Celebration Meeting 18th May 
20/05/26 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 9th June 2025
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