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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 10th March 2026 in Cannington Village Hall

Minutes 

01/03/26 Declaration of Members’ Interests
Present:
Parish Councillors: John Addison, David Greenslade, Steve Pettitt, Michael Featherstone and Shaun Ryall.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dye ((The Chair was absent, so the meeting was chaired by the Vice-Chair, John Addison)
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 4
Public Session 
· Before the council began its public session, a minute of silence was held for the late Alex Reed. He was a strong advocate for the village and will be truly missed.
· It was raised that there are ongoing concerns regarding parking around Church Street, bowling Green and Clifford Park area. 
· It was also raised that, although EDF have added additional members to the fly-parking team, it still operates only six vehicles, and the public has not seen any noticeable improvement.
·  Reports of increased parking causing access issues for residents and service vehicles (including refuse collection). 
·  Lack of clear signage was noted and it was raised that Somerset Council should install “No Parking” signs where appropriate. 
·  It was raised that enforcement remains limited.
· There was a request to assess the faint double yellow lines around the village, particularly in the Bowling Green area.
· The owner of Cannington Caravan Park attended to raise concerns about the new car park at Rodway Playing Fields, citing worries that it could cause waterlogging issues. The Council advised that, alongside the car park, a French drain will be installed to help prevent this. A meeting will be arranged to conduct a site visit.
· It has been advised that there is currently no update on when the Fly-parking app will be operational. The Council has confirmed that they will be seeking further updates from EDF.
· College-related parking pressures are also increasing.
Council Session

02/03/26 Apologies for Absence
Ian Dyer and Jack Popham.
03/03/26 Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February 2026
Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th February 2026 were approved.
04/03/26 Matters Arising 
There were matters arising not covered by separate agenda item
05/03/26 Planning matters

New planning
1. 13/26/00005- Certificate of lawfulness for proposed..... Erection of a single storey rear extension on site of existing (to be demolished). Refused planning permission 03/03/2026
1. 13/26/00003- Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing lawful commencement of development permitted under planning permission reference: 13/21/00037. Works undertaken comprising the digging of a foundation trench and filling with concrete.Granted Permission 03/03/2026
1. 13/26/00002- Clayhill Farm, Charlynch Lane, Cannington. Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to 1No. Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and associated building operations. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 10/02/2026 This application was previously considered under reference 13/24/00024, when it received support, and the Council therefore considered that no further comment was required. This was agreed unanimously. 
Old Planning
1. 13/25/00024- Arts School, Clayhill Farm, Charlynch Lane, Cannington. Change of use from commercial, former arts school, to residential dwelling. Cllr Jack Popham proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Michael Featherstone and agreed unanimously.
1. 13/25/00020- Denmans Farm, Denmans Lane, Cannington. Approval of the details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, for Plot 2 of Planning Permission 13/24/00019 (Outline application with all matters reserved, for the creation of 2.no self-build plots.) Cllr Steve Pettitt proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Michael Featherstone and agreed unanimously.
1. 13/26/00002- Clayhill Farm, Charlynch Lane, Cannington. Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to 1No. Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and associated building operations. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 10/02/2026 Cllr John Addison proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by David Greenslade and agreed unanimously.
1. 13/25/00022- The Grange. Change of use of part of existing building to create a large house in multiple occupation (Sui generis) comprising 20 bedrooms and associated works. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 11/11/2025
Application is under consideration. Also has been delegated. 

06/03/26 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit
Highways have confirmed the remaining roundels will be installed within the next couple of weeks. Once these are completed, the 20mph speed limit project will be fully implemented. It has been observed that the roundels have been marked out at Clifford Park, therefore presumed they will be addressed in due course.
1. Co-option to Fill Councillor Vacancies
· The Council will consider applications received for the councillor vacancies and vote on the appointment of new councillors. After much consideration and a vote at the Council meeting held on 10 March, the Council’s new councillors will be John Harbour and Mark Livingstone.
1. Risk Register 
· The Council will review the Risk Register presented by the Clerk in preparation for the upcoming audit. It was agreed that Cllr John Addison would complete the risk register in advance of the end-of-year audit.
1. Street Lights 
· Street lights in Folly Close and Toll House Road have been out for some time and are becoming a significant concern. They have been reported, but the Council agreed they should be followed up.
1. Fly Parking Reports
· The Council will note that reports of fly parking have been recorded in the Council’s spreadsheet and forwarded to EDF. The issue of fly parking was raised, and it was suggested that the only way to fully prevent it would be to make it illegal. Introducing double yellow lines in the area, along with allocated parking for residents, was proposed as a possible solution. This would mean that any instances of fly parking could be treated as a legal matter. However, for any of this to proceed, a majority of residents in the area would need to agree before anything is implemented.
· It was also raised that a number of specific fly parkers have been reported for causing obstruction through poor parking. The Council questioned whether these individuals are being contacted by EDF regarding their parking and made aware of the issues they are causing.
· It was suggested that a representative from EDF attend all Council meetings in order to provide more direct responses to fly parking queries.
1. Jubilee Gardens – Black Poplar Tree
· Community Payback have agreed to remove the wooden boundary around the black poplar tree in Jubilee Gardens.
1. Rodway Car Park 
· The Council will note that works at Rodway Car Park are scheduled to take place from 26th March to 2nd April for the first half of the car park. Works on the second half are scheduled from 7th April to 11th April. 
1.  High Street Bollards
· Kier have been contacted to confirm when the works to install the bollards on the High Street will commence.
1. Dog Fouling 
· A request for dog fouling signs has been submitted, and a response is currently awaited. Signs have been ordered for the churchyard gates, along with a number of dog fouling signs for village areas.
· Reminder notices are also being posted on the Council’s Facebook page.
1. School Bus allocation and catchment radius 
· Review current school bus allocation arrangements and assess how many houses within the parish fall inside the 3-mile eligibility radius for Haygrove School, based on both the existing site and the proposed future site. It was agreed that the Council would investigate this further to determine whether there is any way to assist.
1. Pavillion 
· Legionella test quote. The Council agreed to carry out Legionella testing for the pavilion, but a full assessment is not required due to its small size.
1. Footpaths 
· It was noted that the footpath stile previously raised has been repaired and replaced with a kissing gate. Public rights of way are being investigated to identify unused footpaths, which will be reported to the Ramblers’ “Don’t Lose Your Way” project, which seeks to identify unrecorded public rights of way. One such footpath, from Sandy Lane to the Old Chapel, has been identified as appearing to be no longer in use.
1. Give way to oncoming vehicles sign
· The give way sign has been reported to Somerset Council and is currently awaiting repair as part of their road maintenance queue. In the meantime, additional signage has been installed in the area to improve visibility and help guide road users.

07/03/26 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
2. Northbrook Garages
· A specification plan for the resurfacing works at Northbrook Garages has been prepared and received. Members to review the specification and consider the invoice. The specifications have been approved and will proceed to be used to invite tenders for the demolition of the garages, after which a separate tender process will be undertaken for the tarmacking works.
3. Rodway car park
08/03/26 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
Clerk’s Hours
· It was noted that the Clerk had accrued 150 hours over the past year. It was agreed that 40 hours be paid in addition to the usual salary. Due to additional responsibilities, including the management of the Almshouses, the Clerk’s working hours have increased significantly. The Council agreed to compensate the Clerk for all additional hours worked. It was also noted that a risk assessment should be carried out in light of the Clerk’s pregnancy. Additionally, it was raised that the Clerk should be provided with an emergency alarm for lone working.
1. Ex-gratia goodwill payment 
· To note and ratify the £659.22 ex-gratia goodwill payment made to Street Bean, following agreement by councillors after the meeting held on 16th February at 7:00pm, in relation to the cessation of occupation of the Pavilion café. It was also noted that, at the meeting held on the 16th, the Council agreed that items including the counter, CCTV, and fitted blind would be purchased and added to the Council’s asset register. The associated costs are as follows:
• Electrical works: £377.00
• Counter: £650.00
• Made-to-measure blind: £63.78
• Camera system: £200.00
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room March 2026
	S/O
	£250.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (Feb)
	Tfer
	£1996.66

	EDF 
	Electricity for Pavilion and playing fields (1st Feb-28th Feb)
	Tfer
	£277.74

	[bookmark: _Hlk215637563]Burnham Potable Toilet Hire
	Pavilion Portaloo 
	Tfer
	£105.60

	Somerset Council
	20mph Speed limit 
	Tfer
	£3925.00

	D Hall
	Ex-gratia Goodwill to Street Bean
	Tfer
	£659.22

	Avalonia Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance (Jan)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Greenslades Grounds Maintenance
	(FEB)
	Tfer
	£1988.88

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


1. To Accounts for February 2026 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at February 192,334.57 including reserves of £176,596.94
1. The Budget Statement for February 2026 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/03/26 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· A new meeting date still to be arranged. 
· Legionella testing has been completed. It was confirmed that all water in the Almshouse is safe. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk202360302]Consideration is needed to set up a Scribe account for the Almshouse to assist with reporting. This was proposed by Cllr Carole Taylor, seconded by Cllr John Addison, and unanimously agreed by all.
· Gutter cleaning to be booked. 
· Flat 3 has some dripping in the kitchen. Plumber needs to be booked. This job has been booked to be completed. 
· Fire door fixed fee to be paid.
· Fire door replacement for all to consider. 
· The fee for Almshouse administration has been calculated based on the Clerk undertaking an additional three hours of work per week. An invoice has therefore been raised in the sum of £1,752.96, covering the additional hours worked over the past eight months.
· Looking ahead, the Clerk proposed that her contracted hours be increased to 23 hours per week in order to prevent the accumulation of additional hours at the end of the year. It was agreed that this would be reviewed by the Finance Committee, with a view to confirming appropriate contracted hours and avoiding additional hours in the next financial year.
10/03/26 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Folly Close – street lighting outage
· It was reported for a second time that the streetlights in Folly Close are still not working. The issue has been reported again to the relevant authority for investigation and repair.
2. Fly Parking (Clifford Park Culled sac)
· It has been reported that several vehicles are regularly parking in residential areas including Clifford Park, Brook Street, East Street, High Street, Bowling Green and Mill Lane, which is causing difficulties for residents and restricting access for bin lorries and delivery vehicles. 
3. Street Bean proposal 
· Street Bean have submitted a proposal for the Council to consider, offering to assist in managing in the future village coffee shop, should the Council wish to pursue this. At this time, the Council has agreed to divert its attention to other projects within the village.

11/03/26 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· The allotment waiting list is currently being updated and any vacant plots will be allocated accordingly.
· The council will investigate the possibility of installing a water supply at the far end of the allotment site to make watering easier for plot holders.

b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer 
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Cannington in Bloom requested permission to replace two planters in the churchyard. This was proposed by Cllr John Addison, seconded by Cllr Shaun Ryall, and unanimously agreed.
f. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer 
g. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
r. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
s. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham
t. Village Hall – Cllr David Greenslade 
12/03/25 Matters of Report
1. Alms house Legionella assessment 04.03.2026
13/03/26 Items for the next meeting
1. Hinkley SSG Meeting17.03.2026
1. Flood Wessex Recovery Flooding 19.03.2026
1. Environmental Agency Hinkley point, meet the regulator 23.03.2026
1. Dowsborough LCN 31.03.2026
1. Bridgwater Constituency Parish Council Summit 
14.03.2026 
14/03/26 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 14h April 2026
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