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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 10th February 2026 in Cannington Village Hall

Minutes 

01/02/26 Declaration of Members’ Interests
Present:
Parish Councillors: John Addison, David Greenslade, Steve Pettitt, Michael Featherstone, and Jack Popham.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 3
Public Session 

· It was reported that SPS had been contacted regarding parking enforcement. At least ten cars had been ticketed.
· EDF are still working on the fly parking app and are awaiting the required licensing approvals before the project can proceed.
· Members of the public advised that although the patrol team has had one additional member added, this has not made a noticeable difference in the fly parking situation.
· Concerns were raised that the high visibility of parking wardens allows workers who are fly parking to notice their presence, leave the area to avoid enforcement, and then return once the wardens have departed.
· However, it was noted that as long, as reports are being sent to EDF, the issues will continue to be logged.
· The 20mph speed limit was discussed. It was confirmed that the limit is enforceable and that at least one fine has been issued.
· The Council agreed to report to Somerset Council issues relating to broken sections and potholes on Church Street. It was also requested to raise as a high priority, a road safety concern highlighted by members of the public following the loss of a traffic priority sign. This was a result from a road traffic collision near White B H & Son. 

Council Session

02/02/26 Apologies for Absence
03/02/26 Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th January 2026
Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th January 2026 were approved.
04/02/26 Matters Arising 
There were matters arising not covered by separate agenda item
05/02/26 Planning matters

New planning
1. 13/25/00024- Arts School, Clayhill Farm, Charlynch Lane, Cannington. Change of use from commercial, former arts school, to residential dwelling. Cllr Jack Popham proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Michael Featherstone and agreed unanimously.
2. 13/25/00020- Denmans Farm, Denmans Lane, Cannington. Approval of the details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, for Plot 2 of Planning Permission 13/24/00019 (Outline application with all matters reserved, for the creation of 2.no self-build plots.) Cllr Steve Pettitt proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by Michael Featherstone and agreed unanimously.
3. 13/26/00002- Clayhill Farm, Charlynch Lane, Cannington. Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to 1No. Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and associated building operations. Cllr John Addison proposed to support this application, it was then seconded by David Greenslade and agreed unanimously.
Old Planning
1. 13/25/00022- The Grange. Change of use of part of existing building to create a large house in multiple occupation (Sui generis) comprising 20 bedrooms and associated works. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 11/11/2025
Application is under consideration. Also has been delegated. 

06/02/26 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit
It was reported that the 20mph speed limit is functioning effectively. It was noted that an individual has already been charged for speeding through the village.
· It was also noted that the Council needs to contact Somerset Council regarding the bus stop on Brook Street, before the bridge.
David Greenslade declared an interest and left the meeting 7.30pm
2. Tendering opening for Grounds maintenance contract.
· The grounds maintenance contract generated a high level of interest from suitably qualified contractors. A competitive procurement exercise was undertaken in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. All submissions were evaluated, and the contract was awarded to Greenslades Grounds Maintenance, which was assessed as offering the most economically advantageous tender.
· Fifteen tenders were received with varying amounts. It was agreed that any quotes under £20,000 were considered unrealistic. The decision was therefore based on a balanced mid-range quotation and location.
· It was also confirmed that Otters Brook had been omitted from the contract proposal. This has now been added to the contract to ensure the entire village is covered.
David Greenslade returned to the meeting 7.45pm
3. Precept
· The Precept for 2026/27 was scheduled to be determined by the Finance Committee at its meeting on 26th January, alongside consideration of the ground’s maintenance tender. However, additional time was required to ensure the accuracy of the figures prior to submission. As a result, the decision was deferred and subsequently agreed by all councillors via email.
· The Chairman advised that he has held discussions with EDF regarding the car park. It was reported that, once the work is complete, the car park rent will increase, to relieve pressure on the budget.
· The precept was higher than anticipated this year. In order to avoid requesting a larger amount, the Council agreed to transfer funds allocated for capital projects into the commercial instant access account.
4. Footpaths
· It has been raised that there is a lack of Signage and Unsafe Diversion of Public Footpath at Cannington Quarry. Awaiting results of investigation.
· It was reported that additional way markers and diversion signs have been installed on the Quarry footpath, including at the start of the route and where it crosses the quarry road. Yeo Valley has moved the fence as requested, and two further diversion signs have been erected. The broken stile at the rear of the park and ride has been repaired. The stile from Sandy Lane into Quarry Hill Field was inspected; no barbed wire was found, though pig wire was present. A preference for a wooden stile was noted, and a report will be made to the Rights of Way team.
5. Tendering for Rodway car park
· Further tender invitations were sent on 14/01/2025 to CCL Surfacing, Car Park Designer Drives, P. Phillips, R K Bell, and T C Surfacing. All contractors were required to submit their tenders by 05/02/2026, via post. Only two quotations were received, both of which were submitted by email.
· It was also confirmed that Otters Brook had been omitted from the contract proposal. This has now been added to the contract to ensure the entire village is covered.
· Tendering for the car park was issued to five companies, each of which was asked to submit their quote by post. No quotes were received by post. However, two quotes were received from Holcim and P Phillips. The remaining companies did not respond. It was proposed that the contract be awarded to P Phillips. This proposal was made by Cllr Jack Popham, seconded by Cllr David Greenslade, and agreed unanimously.
6. Street Bean 
· Correspondence was received from Street Bean confirming their decision to terminate the arrangement for use of the pavilion and to consider any financial implications arising. 
· It was reported that Street Bean has withdrawn from operating the café at the pump track and will remove their equipment in due course. 
· It was noted that all future events at the Pavilion must be booked through the Clerk.
·  Once the Pavilion keys have been returned, the locks to the changing rooms will be changed.
7. Electoral Services Somerset Council
· An update has been received from the Elections Officer at Somerset Council confirming that the deadline to request an election is 4th February. If 10 signatures are received by this date, an election will be held. otherwise, the vacancy will be filled by co-option.
· The Council was notified by Electoral Services that no requests for an election were received. Therefore, the Council has permission to fill the vacancies by co-option.
8. Quotation for Repair and Modification of Existing Gates on the Churchyard footpath.
· A quotation has been received for works to modify the existing gates so that they open in both directions, improving accessibility. The proposed works include adjusting the gate height, installing new catches and a drop bolt, and reinstating the gates in keeping with their original design. An optional cost has also been
 provided for a full repaint if required.
· The work for the Churchyard gates has been booked. It is hoped that the work will be completed in the coming month. Upon completion, Community Payback will undertake the painting of the gates.

07/02/26 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
· Cllr Jack Popham has met with the contractor regarding the footbridge works. It was advised that work on the base will commence once the weather improves and the ground conditions are suitable. It was queried whether muck from the works would be transported across the play area. The Chairman advised that this should take place during school hours and that the area be fenced off, to minimise the amount of the general public present.
2. Northbrook Garages
· It was reported that the North Brook garages are expected to be finalised in April/May. A quote has been requested to provide an indication of the demolition costs. Due to the presence of asbestos, the Council may need to appoint specialist contractors to undertake the removal.
3. Rodway car park
08/02/26 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room Feb 2026
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox Jan 2025
	DD
	£12.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (Jan) 
	Tfer
	£1,472.58

	[bookmark: _Hlk215637563]Burnham Potable Toilet Hire
	Pavilion Portaloo (Missed payment in March)
	Tfer
	£116.16

	Burnham Potable Toilet Hire
	Pavilion Portaloo (Jan)
	Tfer
	£121.44

	Burnham Potable Toilet Hire
	Pavilion Portaloo (owe December invoice £17.60)
	Tfer
	£17.60

	Avalonia Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance (Jan)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Starboard Systems Limited
	Scribe account subscription
	Tfer
	£645.84

	Greenslades Grounds Maintenance
	(Jan)
	Tfer
	£1988.88

	Somerset Council 
	Fitting of bin for Rodway Playing Feilds
	Tfer
	£426.00

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	


2. To Accounts for January 2026 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at January 191,362.80 including reserves of £176,894.67
3. The Budget Statement for January 2026 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/02/26 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· A new meeting date still to be arranged. 
· Legionella testing booked for 25th February 10am
· Apartment swap has been requested. 
· The Council advised that if tenants wish to swap apartments, formal notification must be provided to the Council by both parties.
· It was raised that an invoice has not been submitted to the Almshouse in respect of the Council’s administration fees. This will be reviewed and calculated accordingly.
· It was also raised that the address on the Almshouse bank statements needs to be updated by the Trustees.
[bookmark: _Hlk202360302]10/02/26 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Folly Close – street lighting outage
· It was reported that three streetlights in Folly Close were not working. This issue has now been reported to Somerset Council for investigation and repair.
2. Drainage and Flooding Issues – Rodway (College Entrance to War Memorial)
· This has been reported to Somerset Council. 
3. Dog waste bin 
· A request has been received for dog fouling signage and dog waste bin at Court Orchard Gardens.
· It was agreed to install dog fouling signs along Church Path and within the churchyard.
4. Tree by Cannington Brook (species and protective guard)
· Concerns have been raised regarding the tree planted by Cannington Brook, including whether it is a replacement black poplar and whether the post and rail guard installed for its protection is causing damage to the lower branches.
· The item will also note wider concerns about tree guards and straps being left in place for too long within the village and the potential impact on tree health.
· Community Payback will be asked to remove the wooden frame surrounding the black poplar tree in Jubilee Gardens.
5. Defibrillator, check in Jubilee Gardens
· The defibrillator located in Jubilee Gardens has been checked and confirmed to be in working order. The status has been updated on The Circuit.
6. Open Gardens Cannington in Blossom
· All members of the Council have been invited to take part.
7. Grant application Cannington United Reformed Church
· To consider a grant application from Cannington United Reformed Church towards replacing worn and outdated chairs in the church hall used for community activities.
· The Council agreed to make a donation in April, subject to the availability of additional funds.

11/02/26 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· Allotment rents have come in. We are awaiting 4 further plot payments. These will be investigated. 

b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer 
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer and
· It was suggested that the Yew Trees in the cemetery are not undertaken this year but instead be included in next year’s budget.
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
r. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
s. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham
t. Village Hall – Cllr David Greenslade 
12/02/25 Matters of Report
1. Hinkley Community Forum 15.01.2026
2. Downsburough LCN 27.01.2026
3. Flood Wessex Groundwater 22.01.2026
13/02/26 Items for the next meeting
1. Bridgwater Constituency Parish Council Summit 
14.03.2026 
2. Flood Wessex Recovery from Flooding 19.02.2026
14/02/26 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 10h March 20
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Clerk to Cannington Parish Council – 02/03/2026
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