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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 13th January 2026 in Cannington Village Hall

Minutes 
Present:
Parish Councillors: John Addison, Carole Taylor, David Greenslade, Steve Pettitt, Michael Featherstone, and Jack Popham and Sean Ryalls.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 7

Public Session
EDF Presentation (Fly Parking)

Attendees  
Stacy, Relations Manager. Sasha HPC Enquiries. Nichola, Health & Safety. Andy, Passenger Transport Service manager.

· The primary focus of the meeting was to introduce the new app developed to reduce fly parking, which monitors calls and emails and uses real-time reporting to feed into a database to identify hotspot areas. EDF also advised that the patrol team has been increased.
· The Code of Discipline (COD) is enforced by EDF. EDF has the authority to take enforcement action against fly parking and has issued warnings where necessary. All visitors to the site are required to register their vehicles, and enforcement action will be taken if unregistered or non-compliant vehicles are identified. An ANPR system is in place to monitor vehicle access and support enforcement.
· A member of the public raised the suggestion that site passes should be reintroduced. Site passes were trialled on several occasions but were unsuccessful and have since been removed, with increased emphasis placed on fly parking enforcement.
· EDF stated that on-site presence is as important as issuing tickets, as visibility helps to discourage fly parking. The original DCO allowance was 2,000, which was later increased to 6,006, with the current figure standing at approximately 8,600. EDF does not anticipate fly parking becoming a larger problem, as reports continue to be logged and monitored and, despite the increase in overall numbers, fly parking reports have not increased.
· Things that EDF are actively doing:
• Regular messaging is circulated to reinforce expectations around fly parking.
• Posters are displayed at site bases to highlight the importance of parking correctly.
• Where individuals lose their jobs due to fly parking, this acts as a strong deterrent as the message spreads quickly.
· If a vehicle is not registered to the project, the relevant details are recorded. Where, behaviour is deemed antisocial, the matter can be escalated. Enforcement action can only be taken once information provided by the police is received.
· The argument from the public, is that it is not their position to have to report fly parking and that EDF should be making sure it is not happening.
· EDF thanked attendees and confirmed they are happy to return and provide updates.
· A request for further feedback on the speed indicator device was made. The Council advised that they are planning to have the data reviewed to better interpret and understand the findings.
Public session ended 8.45pm

01/01/26 Declaration of Members’ Interests

Declaration by Cllr Carole Taylor (Street Bean)

Council Session

02/01/26 Apologies for Absence

03/01/26 Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2025
Minutes of the meeting held on the 9th December were approved.

04/01/26 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item

05/01/26 Planning matters

New planning 
· There were no new planning applications to consider.
Old Planning
1. 13/25/00022- The Grange. Change of use of part of existing building to create a large house in multiple occupation (Sui generis) comprising 20 bedrooms and associated works. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 11/11/2025
Application is under consideration. 


06/01/26 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit
Awaiting notification of a completion date. 
· An EDF representative will be attending the meeting to advise on the new app designed to catch fly parking. 
2. Highways
3. Speed Indicator Device
A data review will be arranged in February.
4. Footpaths
· It has been raised that there is a lack of Signage and Unsafe Diversion of Public Footpath at Cannington Quarry.
Directional signage for footpaths will be installed, although there is a small disc arrow that has appeared. This will be further investigated. Accessibility and map references will be reviewed.
5. Safety Concerns at Walled Gardens/Church Street Junction
· An email has been sent to EDF to see if they are able to assist in regards, to the walled Gardens exit onto Church Street. We are still awaiting a response. 
EDF were contacted and confirmed that they was not aware of any incidents involving near-miss collisions. The Council agreed to investigate the matter further.
6. Village Maintenance
                                                                                                             Cllr David Greenslade declared an interest
· The Grass Cutting Contract has been put out to tender and is receiving interest. All tenders are due on the 26th January. 
· General tidying on the High Street was discussed. It was noted that the phone box on the High Street requires cleaning. It was agreed that Community Payback will be contacted to assist with the clean-up.
· It was also raised that the dog waste bin on Chads Hill is, in need of replacement. Somerset Council will be contacted regarding the matter. There is also a bin in the play park which is currently touching the path and needs to be repaired. It was also noted that the bin in the play park is currently touching the path and requires repair.
7. Precept
· It was noted at the meeting that the precept cannot be finalised until the grass cutting contract has been confirmed, as the cost will determine the total amount required. The, Finance Committee will therefore meet to confirm the tender and agree the precept. Once agreed, the details will be circulated to all councillors by email for confirmation.
8. Cemetery
· Reserved plots in the Cemetery need to be discussed. 
The Council was informed that no reservation paperwork exists for a family plot from previous plot holders. A request was made to honour the reservation of seven plots and record them as reserved. This was agreed unanimously.
9. Street Bean 
· A meeting was held on 8th January to discuss the matters in regards, to Street Bean. 
Councillors expressed a wish to find a resolution that would allow the pavilion to be available for use by both Street Bean and the public. It was noted that due to the amount of space in the pavilion kitchen and layout of the windows ect, it would be difficult and costly to divide the pavilion into separate areas. While the pavilion is designated as a community space, it is rarely used. Street Bean can only operate under sole occupancy to meet food hygiene requirements, and separation of the areas would be prohibitively expensive. It was therefore agreed to apply for retrospective planning permission to allow Street Bean to continue operating under these conditions while awaiting approval. Although the pavilion would not be directly accessible to the community, it would continue to provide a community service and has the potential to offer wider social benefits. It was also agreed that an outdoor water supply and electrical facilities would be provided for future events, and to assist football teams with access to water. This was proposed by Cllr John Addison, seconded by Cllr Jack Popham, and agreed unanimously.
Mike Caswell left the meeting 8.20pm
10. Church Yard 
· Churchyard misuse, dog fouling signage delays.
It was advised that, due to members of the public exercising their dogs in the churchyard, the ground is becoming muddied. It was also noted that there has been an increase in dog fouling complaints in this area. The Council agreed that, in, order to preserve the ground, “dogs on leads” signs should be erected.
· Community payback waste disposal has been questioned, in regards, to having an official means of disposing of the waste.
Community Payback were queried regarding the removal of bagged disposable waste. They advised that cuttings and rubbish are left in a pile temporarily and later collected by van for disposal. This explains why it may have appeared that bags of rubbish were being left on site.
11. Southbrook & Grange Close – Garage Sites Update
· Update from Homes in Somerset on the future of the garage sites.
· residential proposals (3 x 2-bed houses, amended to 4 x 2-bed flats) are no longer being pursued.
· Informal planning advice raised concerns over light, outlook and proximity of trees.
· Insufficient budget to provide parking or enhance the sites – not viable for affordable housing.
· Homes in Somerset in early discussions with Somerset Council Asset Team regarding disposal on the open market.
· Parish Council asked to confirm whether it is still interested in purchasing the sites.
In relation to Grange Close, the Chairman asked Councillors whether they were content to pursue the project in, order to prevent the area from being purchased by developers. Councillors agreed.
12. Cannington Christmas Light Winners
· 3 winners have been chosen this year, all very worthy of their prize.
The prize winners were announced. The Chairman thanked all Councillors who judged the lights and took part in nominating the winners.
 
07/01/26 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
2. Northbrook Garages
3. Rodway car park
It was agreed that further tender requests would be issued to companies. 

08/01/26 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
· It was noted that October’s payment to Greenslades was missed, which resulted in a double payment in December.
2. Correction of misdated payment months on previous agendas
· Explanation of Payment Month Discrepancy
· Background:
There was no Council meeting held in August. When preparing the September agenda, August payments were listed instead of September payments. This error was unintentionally carried forward each month, resulting in the agendas from September through December reflecting the previous month’s payments rather than the current month.
· Impact:
As a result, the payment listings on the agendas for September, October, November, and December were each one month behind the actual payment period.
· Correction:
This discrepancy was identified during preparation of the January agenda. Beginning with the January agenda, the payment listings will be corrected to reflect the proper current month. All future agendas will accurately display payments for the month immediately preceding the meeting.

It was noted that the payment listed under “Gifts” was explained. This related to the purchase of two bunches of flowers and chocolates, one for the Clerk and one for the former Clerk, in recognition of their hard work over the Christmas period.
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room Jan 2025
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox Jan 2025
	DD
	£12.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (Dec) 
	Tfer
	£1,472.58

	[bookmark: _Hlk215637563]Rebecca Gayor
	Expenses
	Tfer
	£31.48

	Bridgwater Mowers 
	Water Bowser Service
	Tfer
	£87.84

	Water 2 Business
	Water Bill 
	Tfer
	£59.23

	Avalonia Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance (Dec)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	

	Ian Dyer 
	Gift 
	Tfer
	£86.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Office Expenses 
	Tfer 
	£32.94

	EDF 
	Electricity Bill for Playing Fields 
	Tfer
	£231.22

	BT
		Phone & broadband services Dec 2026



	DD
	£62.34


2. To Accounts for November 2025 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at November was £201,286.72 including reserves of £168,607.62
3. The Budget Statement for November 2025 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/01/26 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· A new meeting date will need to be arranged to discuss the results of the fire safety assessment. 
· Chairman of the Committee to be discussed. 
Due to Councillor’s resignations, the Almshouse Committee has lost two members. It was agreed that, once additional Councillors have been appointed, the Committee will consider expanding its membership.
[bookmark: _Hlk202360302]10/01/26 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Resignation of Councillor Michael Andison
· Resignation received 02-01-2026
· Effective with Immediate effect 
· Next Steps to be discussed
             Declaration of casual Vacancy
2. Resignation of Councillor Colin Allen 
· Resignation received 05-01-2026
· Received via email 
· Effective from 05-01-2026
· Next steps to be discussed
             Declaration of casual Vacancy
It was agreed that the resignation would be reported to the Elections Team and that a Notice of Vacancy would be published. After 14 days, the vacancy may be filled by co-option.
Resignations were accepted. This was proposed by Cllr John Addison and Seconded by Cllr Shaun Ryalls. 
3. Playing Fields 
· The Charity football match went well and managed to raise £1750, well done to all involved.
The Chairman congratulated those involved in raising a significant amount for charity at the New Year’s Day match. It was also noted that a system needs to be put in place for all playing field bookings in the future.
It was also proposed that the door locks be changed, as there are multiple copies of keys in circulation, and that tighter control over access and usage should be implemented.
4. Budget Statement
· The Budget Statement for the precept is still ongoing, as the results of the grounds maintenance contract will be needed for completion. 
5. Drainage and Flooding Issues – Rodway (College Entrance to War Memorial)
· Rodway Drainage and Flooding Concerns

11/01/26 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· Allotment rents have come in. We are awaiting 6 further plot payments. These will be investigated.  
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer 
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer and
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
g. The Chairman reported that he had spoken to the college regarding trees overhanging Folly Close. The Chairman will obtain a quotation to put forward to the college.
r. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
s. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham
t. Village Hall –
12/12/25 Matters of Report
1. Downsburough LCN 10.12.2025
2. Quantock Hills JAC meeting 21.12.2025
13/01/26 Items for the next meeting
1. Hinkley Community Forum 15.01.2026
2. Downsburough LCN 27.01.2026

14/01/26 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 10h February 2026
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Clerk to Cannington Parish Council – 04/02/2026






image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
A fgfr




