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LOCAL POLICE 

Emergencies 999 – Non Emergency 101 
Crimestoppers – 0800 555 111 
 
PCSO OFFICER 

8561 Jeremy Pidgeon 07563 466199 
          8561@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 
 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Ashley Fox  
             ashley@ashleyfox.org.uk  
 

SOMERSET COUNCIL – 0300 123 2224 
County Hall, The Crescent, Taunton, TA1 4DY 
             generalenquiries@somerset .gov.uk 
 
BRIDGWATER JOB CENTRE PLUS 
Hanover House, North Gate , Bridgwater,TA6 3HJ 
     Telephone: 0800 169 0190  
                           Textphone: 0845 608 8551  
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Mike Caswell – 01278 652 043 
             caswell5967@btinternet.com  
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Brian Bolt – bbolty@hotmail.com  
 
 
PARISH COUNCILLORS  

Ian Dyer  – (Chairman) – 07740 076675  
             dyerfarm@aol.com 
John Addison - (Vice Chair) 07527 120220 
 

Rebecca Gaylor (Parish Clerk) 01278 653 322 

    Cannington Parish Council, Community    
Office, Village Hall, Brook Street, TA5 2HP 
     

Canningtonparishcouncil@cannington.org.uk  
                www.cannington.org.uk  
opening hours: Mon & Thurs. 10.00am–12.00 noon 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – 0370 850 6506 

             environmentalservices@sedgemoor.gov.uk 
 
 
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR – 0300 303 7800 
 
 

CITIZENS ADVICE SEDGEMOOR – 0808 278 7842 

St.Mary/Dampiet Street Bridgwater  TA6 3LT 
      advice@citizensadvicesedgemoor.org.uk   
 
WASTE AND RECYCLING – 01278 444 877 
Saltlands Recycling Centre, Chilton Trinity, TA6 3JS 
 
 
Although I have tried to be as accurate as  
possible, can you contact me if you see an error or 
if you think there is another number that would 
be useful.  
                                                                 (Shaun, Editor) 

 
CANNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE 

Mill Lane, Cannington, TA 2HB  
Reception: 01278 652 335 – if closed, NHS 111 
Repeat prescription number: 01278 655 464 
      somccg.canningtonhc-reception@.nhs.uk 
 
 ST.MARY’S CHURCH,  

 Revd. Alison Waters—Tel: 01278 652 953  
The Rectory, 27 Brook Street, Cannington, TA5 2HP 
         cannington.benefice@gmail.com  
 UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

49 High Street, Cannington, TA5 2HF   
                   01278 447 153 

Cannington URC Secretary: 
             CanningtonSecretary@westcan.co.uk 
  
EDUCATION 

Cannington C of E Primary School          
01278652 368 

Brook Street, Cannington, TA5 2HP 
        office@cannington.somerset.sch.uk  
 Cannington Pre-school – 01278 652 720 
        office@canningtonpreschool.co.uk 
 Brymore Academy – 01278 652 369 
Brymore Way, High Street, Cannington, TA5 2NB 
         office@brymore.somerset.sch.uk  
 
CANNINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

Brook Street, Cannington, TA5 2HP 
Kate Slade - Treasurer and Booking Agent:- 
                           01278653572 
 
CANNINGTON PANTOMIME SOCIETY 

www.canningtonpanto.com – 07500 150 640 
     canningtonpanto@gmail.com 
 
CANNINGTON IN BLOOM 

Steve Pettit (Chair)  
         pett508418@aol.com 
    
Somerset Community and Village Agents 
CCS, Viney Court,Viney Street, Taunton TA 3FB 

    01823 331 222 - info@somersetrcc.org.uk 
   

 If you suspect a vehicle has been 
fly-parked in the village, please 
contact the Hinkley Point C  
 Enquiries team on 0333 009 7070  
 

For more information, please visit             
Cannington’s website, where there 
is a large directory of all of       
Cannington’s businesses  
and activities:   
          www.cannington.org.uk                                                           
                      

  

mailto:ashley@ashleyfox.org.uk
mailto:caswell5967@btinternet.com
mailto:bbolty@hotmail.com
mailto:parishcouncil@cannington.org.uk
http://www.cannington.org.uk
mailto:environmentalservices@sedgemoor.gov.uk
mailto:reception@canningtonhc.nhs.uk
mailto:Cannington.benefice@gmail.com
mailto:office@cannington.somerset.sch.uk
mailto:canningtonpreschool1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:office@brymore.somerset.sch.uk
http://www.canningtonpanto.co.uk/
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Editorial  
 First off, may I wish all Target readers and 
distributors a Happy New Year. As well as reflecting on 
the past year that had some good times but  there 
were also times of great sadness when we lost 
friends and family. It’s at this time when we 
should look back and recall all the good times 
spent with those we’ve lost, with love and fondness. 
 Many of you will make New Year’s resolutions 
that you’re determined to keep this year; however, 
did you realise that the second Friday in January is 
traditionally known as Quitter’s Day? 
 This is the time when many people  feel that 
enough is enough and give up! Are you going to 
join a gym to keep fit? I don’t want to discourage 
you, but Baylor College of Medicine reports that 
88% of people who join a gym usually fail before 
the end of January. How well have you done? 
 The Christmas period was, as usual, a busy 
time with last minute shopping, food preparation 
and the inevitable putting up of decorations. Those 
of you that decorated the outside of your house in 
preparation for the Christmas lights judging must 
have spent hours doing it. The end result was a 
breath-taking, beautiful display and the top three 
displays can be seen on page 7. Well done to all 
concerned, including the Wendy House who 
achieved the Commercial prize 
 The Christmas tree festival held in the 
Church was no less spectacular, and was well       
supported by the community. Some very imaginative 
minds were put to work to produce such an array 
of beautiful and amusing trees. The eventual     
winners were the Bellringers and some pictures of 
the entries can be found on page 34. 
 I don’t know if you noticed that amongst the 
plethora of Christmas goods on sale in the supermarkets, 
there were also a selection of Easter eggs! I know 
Easter is early this year but I think this is taking it 
too far. 
 Finally, celebrating 25 years as Cannington 
Pantomime Society, their latest production is The 
Snow Queen and is on in the village hall from 
February 18th until February 21st with 2 performances 
on the Saturday. Tickets are selling fast so get 
yours now and come along and support an excellent 
cast and production crew who have won many 
awards in previous performances. Contact us at:  
               canningtonpanto@gmail.com 
Shaun - editor 
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YOUR PROFESSIONAL NEWSAGENT  
 

NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, GREETINGS 
CARDS, CONFECTIONERY.  

 
We now stock chilled drinks, milk, tea & 

coffee, sugar, biscuits etc. 
 

 

CANNINGTON 
NEWS 

 C J CERAMICS 
 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WALL & FLOOR TILING 
Free Quotations 

 
 

         
         COLIN REGAN,                                                                                               
            19 RYDON CRESCENT, 
               CANNINGTON,   
     BRIDGWATER, 

 TA5 2JT 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

MOBILE 07742 908100  
  

email:colinregan55@gmail.com                                                                  

Martin’s Taxi Hire 
                                              Your local taxi for long and short journeys 

 

Airports 

     Sea Ports 

        Pubs & Clubs 

           Weddings 

              4 Seater 
 

 

CALL: 07789636120 

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE 
 

 PHONE: 652839 
RJ. JF. & JP Tansley 
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3rd Prize 

11, Priory Close 

Commercial Prize – Wendy House 

2nd Prize 34, Brownings Road 

1st Prize 

Old Forge 

Cottage 

Christmas Lights Competition Winners 

How many of these arts can still you do? 
 
 Write a letter 
 Read a map 
 Know proper grammar 
 Mental arithmetic 
 Remember phone numbers 
 Use a compass 
 Handwriting 
 Handwash clothes 
 Making a fire from scratch 
 Stamp collecting 
 Sewing/making your own clothes 
 Spelling 
 Wiring a plug yourself 
 Calligraphy 
 Preserving food by pickling 
 Sewing on a button 
 Making your own jam 
 Making your own cheese/butter 
 Tying proper knots 
 Knitting or crocheting  
 Research in books, not Google 
 Hand write love letters 
 Curtesy and respect 
 Make your own go-cart from a crate 
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 Introducing Miss Marie Marchant - Head of Cannington Primary school as 
of 5.1.26. As you may know Mrs Claire Nurse retired in the 
summer and Mrs Paula Goodchild has been the interim head 
for the Autumn term. Miss Marchant has previously worked 
in several schools in the Bridgwater area including Cannington 
Primary School where she was the Deputy Head teacher until 
December 2019. She is incredibly excited to be back in    
Cannington and cannot wait to develop school links and have 
Cannington School at the heart of the community.  
Please contact the office@cannington.somerset.sch.uk if you 
would like to communicate with the school or Marie.  

“Genuine” answers given in an exam. 
 In which battle did Napoleon die -his last one 
 What looks like half an apple - the other half 
 If you threw a red stone into the Blue Sea, what will it become - a wet stone 
 How can a man go 8 days without sleeping - easy, sleep at night 
 How can you drop an egg on a concrete floor without cracking it - any way you want, you 

can’t crack a concrete floor. 
 If it took 8 men 10 hours to build a brick wall, how long would it take 4 men to build it - 

no time at all, the wall was already built 
 Where was the Declaration of Independence Signed - at the bottom 
 The River Ravi flows in which state - liquid state 
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MARK BACON 
                               Friendly, Local and Reliable 
 

 Garden Maintenance 
   Stone and Brickwork 

    Patios and Fencing 
  Hedge Cutting 
      Grass Cutting 

   work guaranteed and fully insured. 
 

                   07500 217669 

 Do you know of someone who deserves recognition for 
their efforts? It may be a sporting achievement, public     
service, charity work or helping in the community. If so, let 
me know the details, with  picture if possible, and I will  
highlight their efforts in the Target. 
        Shaun (Editor). My details are on page 75. 
 

DO YOU FANCY OUR 
FISH & CHIPS? 
WE WILL BE IN 

CANNINGTON EVERY 
SATURDAY 

     (ON MAIN ROAD) 
 

  4.30pm - 8.30pm 
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Tales from the Tower 
We had to say a sad farewell to Gerry Brown whose funeral took place at   

St Mary’s Church, Cannington in November. As ringers it was a privilege to ring at 
his funeral. Gerry was a bell ringer and rung at Cannington for many years, he 
taught many people to ring during his time at our tower. Sadly, following Gerry’s 
funeral, we were once again called upon to ring at another bell ringer’s funeral. We 
rang to celebrate the life of Keith Lane whose funeral was held in December. 
Keith rang regularly at St Mary’s church in Bridgwater but often helped us out by 
ringing for special occasions when we were short of ringers. Keith also loved the 
handbells and helped us by leading and conducting so that we were able to ring 
carols at the annual carol service several years running. Both Gerry and Keith will 
be sadly missed in ringing circles. 

 During December the ringers once again had a 
lovely social evening to celebrate Christmas with a 
Christmas dinner at the Cottage in Keenthorne. 
 As Ringers we were very 
pleased that our Christmas tree 
received the most votes in the 
Christmas Tree Festival.  We very 
much enjoyed getting together in 
the Village Hall to make our 
Christmas Gonks. 

        Finally, we were pleased once again to ring the New Year in. 
   
 If you are interested in joining us, our practice night is 
Tuesday evenings 7.30 until 9 pm, we would love to have new 

team members.  
 This could be your chance, New Year, 
new challenge, so take this opportunity to 
learn a new skill, with the added bonus 
that climbing the tower steps and pulling a 
bell rope is really good exercise and unlike 
gym membership is free, please come up 
on a Tuesday evening and talk to us. 
       
         Angela Underwood 
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COLIN WILKINS 

 

 
Painting, Decorating & Tiling 
General House Maintenance 
No job too big or too small 

No obligation quotes 
 
 

 
Tel 01278 651229                                                  
Mobile: 07576589979 
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or  call  07834 594 344 
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01278 651047 

Rated 5 stars for our  Food Hygiene 

 

www.canningtonbakery.co.uk 

  

  

Find us in Brook Street next  to Croft’s Butchers 

Mon - CLOSED 
Tues - Fri - 6:30-14:00  

Sat - 6:30-13:00 

  

Delicious Hot X Buns  
   and Easter Biscuits  

Coming soon 

 Bread, Cakes and morning goods  
         Prepared daily on the premises 
 Baps & Baguettes with your favourite fillings 
 Pies, Pastries & Pasties 
 Parking available outside the door 

  

Wishing everyone a very happy  
and healthy New Year.  

Thank you for your continued support 
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Here’s to 2026… and some changes in the 

air for Cannington in Bloom 

 Once again Cannington in Bloom 

were awarded GOLD in the 2025 South 

West in Bloom RHS competition. We also won the Cox Cup in the 'large village' category, top 

of our class across the UK. In November, we published the results of all the categories which 

were entered and it’s significant that Cannington enjoyed entries from 5 different groups, 

above and beyond our village entry. 

 

Plans for 2026 

 We have decided to focus our efforts in 2026 to encourage more ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ 

groups and commercial entries, so that the net is widened to involve a greater number of   

contributors. So for 2026, Cannington as a village will not be entered in the South West in 

Bloom RHS competition. The Bloomers are a very small team who do a lot to ensure our     

village continues its long tradition of horticultural excellence and looks its best throughout 

the year.  

 We will continue to plant and tend the borders, barrier baskets and planters around 

the village as before, but without the extra pressure and work that comes with the South 

West in Bloom judging. 

 We hope to encourage more of you to just do a little (and it doesn’t need to be         

focused on growing) so that by 2027, we can reverse the trend of a few doing a lot, to reflect 

the true spirit of Britain in Bloom, where the greater community takes pride in their neighbourhood 

and each contributes just a little to achieve another Gold for Cannington (hopefully)!! 

 

So what can you do? 

 We are encouraging anyone who might help with: 

Neighbourhood gardening RHS (IYN) is a unique scheme for community groups who are  

focused on improving their local environment through gardening. This might be the verge 

outside your home, a whole street initiative, a school or college project or even an allotment 

group. The focus doesn’t just need to be flowers, but could include wildlife projects,           

rewilding areas, habitat surveys, wildflower meadows. There’s something for everyone! 

Blooming businesses Blackmore Farm exemplifies the benefits of entering the scheme as a 

business. Having achieved Gold for many consecutive years, the PR value alone is worth the 

entry fee! From Bed and Breakfast establishments, pubs, colleges and schools, to larger          

commercial operations, we’ll be inviting you to understand the benefits.  

Sponsors and fundraisers We have some amazing supporters, from LinPop’s café, RocketGro, and 

Cannington Court to the Open Gardens event, plant sale and pub quiz. We are seeking more 

organisers who can help support and continue our fundraising initiatives alongside other    

village wide celebrations.  



21 

 

Call to action 2026 

 Await the call, early in Spring to attend a village wide event to 

help  focus the community on Cannington’s collective efforts for 2026. 

If you have an idea for a neighbourhood project in 2026,  

please call Tina on     07734113880 
 

NEWS/EVENTS: Facebook: Cannington in Bloom (scan the QR code)  

WELCOME: Phone/message 07734 113880   
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Cannington Yarn Bombers 
Since the last Target magazine, we made a mini addition to the Pre-School Scarecrow 

trail, contributed to the village act of remembrance in November and then added a bit of festive 
cheer to the village bollards and phone box for Christmas. Unfortunately our 12 Days of 
Christmas musicians struggled to stay upright.  We can blame the piper breathing in beer 
fumes from the Kings Head, but not sure about the drummer by the Village Hall.  Thank you to 
everyone who tried to put these chaps back up right on passing by.  Part of the fun for us is 
seeing the reactions from the passers-by.    

We feel very lucky that apart from the Easter Chick stolen by a man, in a blue 18 plate 
Ford Focus, our creations are left alone for everyone to enjoy.  They are not made as toys and 
contain all means of support to try to keep them in place. 

We had our first group outing back in November when we went on Berry's Bus to Sherborne 
Abbey to see our work in the The Longest Yarn - 2 exhibition.  We expected a mini bus, but 
were met with a full sized executive coach which proved a bit interesting for the driver on 
Sherborne's ancient streets. 

We joined the URC Lunch Club for Christmas Dinner and ran a tombola at Cannington 
Christmas.  Thank you to everyone who supported the stall.   

The group continue to meet on Tuesday mornings, from 10-12, upstairs at the URC 
Church. Everyone is welcome to join us for tea, coffee and some crochet or knitting or just a chat.   

Cannington’s 
Yarn Bombers 
Contribution to 

The Longest 
Yarn that has     

been displayed 
around the   

country 



23 

 

Wanted!  
Can you knit or crochet?  

We would love you to contribute to the new village 
poppy display for Remembrance Day 2026. 

 
 *We will be happy to receive 1 poppy or 1 bag.  All count and will be
   used.  
 * Poppies can be knitted or crocheted. 
 * Must be poppy red (a bit like the post box colour) with black centres. 
 * No buttons or other colours to be used. 
 *Maximum size 12cm/5 inches. 

Please ask if you need a pattern, but they will be            
posted on our Facebook Page. Thank you                         

 
Cannington Yarn Bombers (07880 501642) 

Cannington Pre-School 
Cannington Community - You’ve done it again. A huge 
thank you to everyone who donated and bought Scarecrow 
Trail maps for our recent fundraiser, organized by our 
amazing committee. 
After counting all the votes, we’re thrilled to reveal the 
winners of the Scarecrow contest. 
1st place: The Peacock - 54 votes 
  2nd place: Fireman Sam - 45 votes 
    3rd place: The Fallen Scarecrow 

We are still gathering 
the last of the donations 
and will share the total 
amount raised very 
soon. 
Thank you all for your 
wonderful support, you 
make our community 
shine. 
We hope the winning     
entries enjoy their    
well-deserved prizes. 
 
Love from the Cannington 
Pre-School Team and 
Committee 
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           Somerset Health Walks 

                    Cannington Health Walk 
 

    2
nd

 and 4
th
 Wednesdays of each month at 10am 

 

     Meet near the telephone box at Jubilee Gardens 
 

Walk of about 1.5 miles (could be shortened to suit) ideal for those who wish to get fit 
and are able to walk for about 45 minutes 

 

        Optional coffee afterwards at The Walled Gardens of Cannington 
 

                             All abilities welcome on this very social walk 
 

    Phone Steve or Vicki on 07747 127334  

bagsofhelpcollections@gmail.com  
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Cannington Women’s Institute have really enjoyed the past 

three months, beginning in November with an enjoyable afternoon 

watching a DVD of “The Three Tenors” with ice cream and popcorn 

served at the interval.   

In December we had our usual Christmas Lunch but this year we held it in The Village 

Hall with Lin Pops providing us with a delicious festive meal.  

January saw our birthday afternoon when we had a game of bingo followed by a slice of 

birthday cake and tea.  
 

Forthcoming Events are:-  
 

February -    We will be having our Soup and Pud Lunch  

March -        Emma Duke will be speaking about “The Lost Coast of Somerset”  

April -           A representative of BARB Search and Rescue based at Burnham on        

                      Sea will tell us all about the tremendous work they carry out.  

May -            A PCSO from Avon and Somerset Police will be here to talk to us      

                      about Cyber Crime/Scams  

 

Cannington WI meet on the second Monday of the month at 2.30pm in The Village Hall 

and would love to meet new members so please do come along and join us.  
 

If you are interested please contact:-  

  Mrs Sheila Fry (President) - 01278 229680  

   Mrs Doreen Bunch (Secretary) - 01278 653969 

 St Margaret’s Hospice Care is    
inviting garden lovers across Somerset to 
take part in its much-loved Glorious    
Gardens campaign, running through 
spring and summer 2026. The initiative       cel-
ebrates the joy of being outdoors while 
raising vital funds to support patients and 
families across the county. 
 From cosy cottage plots to school 
gardens and sweeping country estates, 
every green space has the potential to 
make a difference. Garden hosts open 
their gates to neighbours, friends and    
visitors, sharing their passion for plants 
and community spirit while helping to 
fund hospice care. St Margaret’s provides 
full support, including a Host Welcome 
Pack, promotional materials, and guidance on 
accessibility and fundraising. 
More information: https://www.st-
margarets-hospice.org.uk/event/
glorious-gardens/ 

https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/event/glorious-gardens/
https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/event/glorious-gardens/
https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/event/glorious-gardens/
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 "The Poppy Appeal raised £2167.25 from Cannington 
& Combwich plus any money that was paid via the QR Code 
that is not assigned to our area until the financial year end.  
Thank you to everyone who supported the appeal by buying 
a poppy or having the poppy boxes  on their counters.   

 The October Quiz in the Friendly Spirit was in aid of 
the Poppy Appeal.  Thank you to Shaun and his helpers for organising the 
event.  "  

Andrew Taylor (Poppy appeal co-ordinator) 
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Facebook.com/canningtoncomputers 
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For 

Lower 
Accountancy Fees 

And a  
Better Quality Service 

 

N. E. OWENS & Co. (Est. 1989) 
Telephone 01278 425933:  

Specialising in: 
                ANNUAL ACCOUNTS   VAT TAXATION   TAX RETURNS 

 

Low Rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, 
Electricians and all Small Businesses. 

23+ successful years in business 
Online tax return and PAYE Return Service available 

Annual Accounts completed from £100 - Tax returns from £40 
  

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses 

22 St Mary Street, Bridgwater 
 

LOCAL STORAGE  
AVAILABLE. 

 

OUTSKIRTS OF THE VILLAGE 

 

NEW INSULATED 20ft CONTAINER 

 

IDEAL FOR WORK OR HOBBY OR 
CAR 

 

PLEASE CALL PETER  
07966 237119 

 
We live in such a lovely village,  

with so many groups and  
amenities, but in these difficult 

times let’s do that little extra and 
help each other where necessary.  

 
 

Please stay safe and healthy. 
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                 Kitchens  ‘N’  Bathrooms 

 

‘The Complete Installation Service’ 
 

Part refurbishment or complete modernization 
 

 I can supply, why not give my price a try! 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling 
For a free quote 

 
Call Tony  

 
Tel: 652848    Mobile: 07749912193 

Phone/Fax: 01278 664327      Mobile: 07388 100439 
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    1STCannington Brownies 
What an amazing end to 2025! 

The Brownies made decorations to decorate a Christmas tree 
for the Christmas tree festival held at the church. We hope you were 
able to visit and enjoyed the festival, appreciating the girl’s efforts. 

In December our Brownies joined 200 other members of the Guiding community to 
watch Zoo Tropolis 2. We had a great time, and the girls thoroughly enjoyed the film. After the 

cinema we were invited along with Sunday Club back to the village hall, 
where lunch had been provided for us. (Thank you Tina) We played party 
games and finished off with some parachute games. 
 Finally, we walked to the church to attend the 
Christingle service. It was a lovely service held by Reverend 
Alison. Some Brownies brought gifts for children who were 
less fortunate than themselves. We enjoyed listening to children 
singing and telling stories. Each child was presented with a lit 

Christingle. Thankfully there was no singed hair!  
Our last event of the year was a visit from The Bloomers. They helped us 

to make stars from willow. With their help, 22 were made ready for Cannington 
Christmas Lantern Parade. We finished the evening off with party games and of 
course a visit from Santa. 

 
We would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who has supported us this year 

and look forward to 2026 and welcoming two new members, Adlyn and Aurora. 
Happy New Year.                                                                                                       The Owls   



34 

 

A selection of Christmas trees displayed in the Christmas tree Festival 
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Target submission from  
                               Cannington Parish Council 
 
Cannington Christmas  
 

 This year’s Cannington Christmas celebrations 
were nothing short of magical, bringing together residents, local businesses, community 
groups, and volunteers for what has become one of the most anticipated events in our 
town calendar. Not forgetting the Christmas duck race and its runaway ducks.  
 

Community Payback  
 

 We would like to extend a special thank you to the Community Payback team 
for their invaluable support in keeping the village clean, tidy, and welcoming. Community 
Payback often goes unnoticed, but their contribution is essential to maintaining the look 
and feel of our village. We are incredibly grateful for their efforts and commitment to 
supporting the local community. 
 

Putting up and taking down the Christmas lights  
 

           Our local councillors also deserve special recognition for the hard work they put 
in alongside volunteers each year to ensure the Christmas lights are installed and       
removed safely. From organising equipment and coordinating teams to being hands-on 
in all weathers, their commitment helps make sure the festive lights shine brightly for 
everyone to enjoy, while always putting safety first. 
 

Christmas light Competition  
 This year’s Christmas Light Competition once again highlighted the creativity, 
effort and festive spirit of the Cannington community. Homes and businesses across 
the village were transformed into sparkling displays, bringing joy to residents and   
visitors alike and making evening walks through the streets a real seasonal treat.  
(see page 7 for the prize winners)  
 

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

 The church was transformed by an array of uniquely decorated Christmas trees, each 
one created by local groups, schools, businesses, and individuals.  Every tree told its 
own story, reflecting the creativity and care that makes our community so special. 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to help. (see page 34 for pictures) 
 

Bleed kit 
      The college has secured a bleed kit from the Avon and Somerset 
Bleed Kit   Partnership and it is placed on the side of the High Street 
Bus Shelter next to the defibrillator. These kits are easily accessible to 
help anyone respond quickly in life-threatening situations. As in every 
emergency the first step is to call 999. 

I walked into a local Pizza with a buy one, get one free  coupon for a regular pizza. I 
handed it to the assistant and he looked over at a little notice pinned to the menu that 
said buy one get one free. They’re already buy one get one free he said, so I guess they 
are both free. He gave me my free pizzas and I walked out the door! 
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        Emergency Contact Numbers 
For all emergencies including flooding, 

(emergency flood phone no longer in use ) 
please contact; Colin Allen 07799 451577    Ian Dyer 07740 076675,  

David Greenslade 07850 367994,   Mike Phillips 07746 973419 
or Jack Popham 07471 774087 

https://www.fixmystreet.com to report Highway Issues, including potholes. 
Tel: 01823 345687 to report street lights not working  

(have the number found on the lamp post to hand) 
https://roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map to report issues on  

public rights of way 
Report a pothole - Contact Highways England if the pothole  

is on a motorway or an A road that they manage in England  
 info@highwaysengland.co.uk  

or phone 0300 123 5000 (24-hour service ) 
Finally, it would be appreciated if you have any non-emergency matters 

that you wish to report or discuss to contact the clerk in the first instance by 
email or phone (answer machine checked twice a week). 

                         
                                 Rebecca Gaylor (Parish Clerk) 
            Mondays and Thursdays 10am to 12pm 

Community Room, Cannington Village Hall, Brook Street, Cannington,               
TA5 2HP, 01278 653322  

 canningtonparishcouncil@cannington.org.uk  
    https://www.cannington.orguk  

 The Parish Council have     
received an increasing number of 
complaints   regarding dog fouling 
in and around the village.  
 Please be aware the local Dog 
Warden has been informed and will 
be carrying out extra patrols, and if 
you are caught, it will be a £100   
fine. 
 Please can you be a responsible       
dog-owner and use one of the 10 
bins provided, which cost nearly 
£1,400, (you pay for this through 
your council tax), to dispose of your 
dog waste, or take it home with you. 

There is no excuse  for this         
irresponsible   behaviour.   
 

https://www.fixmystreet.com
https://roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map
mailto:canningtonparishcouncil@cannington.org.uk
https://www.cannington.orguk
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Thank you everybody for your efforts, this one certainly inspired 
you, well done for your lateral thinking. Apologies if I haven’t   
included your caption. 

    You said you were a bell ringer - Steve Tizzard 
    You two are driving me up the pole - Chris Dabenett 
    Mabel, this isn’t the best way to top up your pension - Carole Taylor 
    Okay, start the music - Pam Jacobs                 
    The WI's latest initiative to increase membership - Russell Salmon 
    Trainee firefighters, no age restrictions - Sylvia Rose 
But when are the lovely firemen coming to save us - Baul Doughy Poucher 
Cost of living crisis creates new job opportunities for pensioners - Melanie Wedgbury 
When a game of “Truth or Dare” gets out of hand - Nick Singleton 
Make sure no one can see my knickers - Sally Wellings 
Me and my friends pole dancing - well we tried - Beris White  
Latest recruit to Cannington district firefighters. Well done Betty & nice catch Doreen and Joan 
Hold on tight to your dreams - Sal Sally Ingram                                                      Sue Blackmore 
It was at this moment that Iris realised she shouldn’t have had wine at lunchtime - Shell Giles 
1 in 3 over 60’s are still trying to hold on to their youth, according to a poll - Adam Woodcock 
When I said I wanted to slide up and down a pole for 1 last time, I didn’t mean this - Paul Enever 
See Gladys, I told you those magnetic knickers would help - Andy Lyon                             
3 quid she charged us for this lesson and now we’ve got to get her down - Stephen Hembery   
I told you Doris, that super glue was one joke too far! - SJ Taylor 
Elsie, get your hearing aid sorted out - I said time for a stroll! - David Stanley 
When we said we needed a disabled lift, this is not what I meant! - Rita Todd 
Back in the day it was called Maypole dancing - Claire Louise 
I know you love firefighting Maud, but maybe it’s time to retire? - Sue Wand 
You lift me up so high, that I’ll never come back down again - Pippa Moore 
Anyone for bell ringing? - Vikki Venner 
I know it’s quicker than the stairs but look at the hole you’ve made in the ceiling - David Stanley 
New night club opens in local village is a pole dance ahead of the rest - Dawn Marks 
How many ladies does it take to change a lightbulb - Jane Bryant 
I thought this was how you rang the church bells - Betty Edney 
We never had any trouble 50 years ago - Michael Hill 
Hold on Doris - Jasmine Ley 
I’m going up the pole - Doreen Bunch 
Now Daphne, if we push you higher up, then spin you round, it will polish the pole nicely for      
 those lovely firemen to slide down - Liz Harfield 
This was supposed to be pole vaulting - should have gone to Specsavers - Delyth Drew 
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           Mobile number: 07539 645 699 
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 SHAUN IS LOOKING FOR SOME SIMPLY, STUNNING, 
STUPENDOUS, SCINTILLATING SOLUTIONS TO THE 

QUARTERLY QUIZ 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
AT HOME AND ABROAD 
 
1. Which river flows through the city of Hereford?  
2. Which 2 creatures appear on the Australian coat of arms?  
3. What is the county town of Rutland?  
4. In which city could you climb the “Spanish Steps”?  
5. St Piran’s flag is the flag of which English county?  
6. Lake Disappointment and Lake Surprise are in which country – Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand?  
7. Which is Somerset’s only city?  
8. What was the former name of Ethiopia?  
9. Dogger Bank is a large sandbank in which body of water?  
10. By area, which is the largest of New York’s boroughs – Queens, Manhattan or the Bronx? 
 
 
               

 HAVE A GO! GOOD LUCK 
 

Locations of Defibrillators in the village of Cannington: 
 
Public Accessible Defibrillators – 24h Access 
Cannington Bus Shelter (plus the bleed kit)– High Street 
Telephone Box – Brook Street 
National College for Nuclear – Bridgwater and Taunton College 
 
Restricted Access Defibrillators (details included) 
BTC Cannington College Reception – Restricted to college opening times 
BTC Rodway Agricultural Innovation Centre – Restricted to college opening 
times 
BTC Cannington Golf Club  – Available 24/7, but access to car park only 
during course opening hours but can access through barrier. 
 
Defibrillator Information Update  
 The radius in which someone who calls 999 will be sent to your defibrillator 
has increased from 200m to 400m. This will mean more people who call 999 will 
be  advised that there is a defibrillator nearby and therefore, hopefully lead to 
more lives being saved and better outcomes from out of hospital cardiac      
arrest. 
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SOMERSET MOBILE LIBRARY 2025  – THURSDAYS -EVERY 4  WEEKS 
 

THESE  ARE  THE  MOBILE  LIBRARY ’S  STOPS  IN OUR  AREA  – FOR MORE          

INFORMATION ABOUT  THE  SERVICE ,  CONTACT  SOMERSET  D IRECT  03001232224 

      OR  VISIT  WWW .SOMERSET .GOV .UK/LIBRARIES  
 

CANNINGTON – Brook Street             09.30  – 10.00 
COMBWICH – Harbour         10.15 –  10.50     Post  Off ice  -  10.55  –  11 .20 

STOCKLAND – Sports  Club 11.30  – 11.55 

SHURTON – Babbl ing Brook  12.05  – 12.30 

STOGURSEY – Greyhound Inn  13.10  – 13.40   30,  Town Close 13.45 –  14.10 

NO  DATES  ARE  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  MOMENT    

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
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Somerset Wildlife Trust - Volunteers Needed 
 

 The Trust is one of 46 Wildlife Trusts working across the 
UK. We are a science-led movement focused on restoring habitats 

to support a wide range of wildlife and restore natural processes that are essential for 
healthy landscapes, and provide vital services such as clean air and water, food, carbon 
absorption and flood alleviation. 
 We've been protecting and preserving Somerset’s wildlife and wild places 
for over 50 years. With over 21,000 members, we are the largest conservation charity 
in the county. With the invaluable support of volunteers and members we manage over 
1700 hectares of land for wildlife and people in Somerset. We also work with other    
organisations and landowners to protect and connect wildlife sites across the county 
and inspire local communities and young people to care for wildlife where they live. 

Our landholding incorporates a diverse range of habitats from wetlands to woodlands, 
grasslands and meadows, and provide secure environments for a diverse range of   
wildlife such as dormice, otters, hedgehogs, barn owls and many other species.  

Alongside our members and volunteers, we work year-round to protect wildlife, 

transform landscapes and put nature back into people’s lives. If you are interested in 
the work done by the Trust and would like to volunteer, contact us at: 

    volunteering@somersetwildlife.org  



48 

 



49 

 



50 

 

Month Garden Recycling Rubbish 

January 16, 30 14, 21, 28 21 

February 13, 27 4, 11, 18, 25 11 

March 13, 27 4, 11, 18, 25 4, 25 

April 11,24 1, 9, 15, 22, 29 15 

May 9,22 7, 13, 20, 28 7, 28 

June 5, 19 3, 10, 17, 24 17 

July 3,17,31 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 8, 29 

August 14, 28 5, 12, 19, 26 19 

September 11, 25 3, 9,16, 23, 30 9, 30 

October 9, 23 7,14,21,28 21 

November 6, 20 4, 11, 18, 25 11 

December  4, 18 2, 9, 16, 23, 31 2, 23 

  For more information visit www.somerset.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-waste/ 

 Please remember to put your containers out at the kerbside by 7am on your     
collection day. Please ensure your bin lid is closed and do not leave any household 
waste next to your bin for collection. 

The delivery of the second “reactor pressure vessel” is a major moment for the 
identical Unit 2. The pressure vessel harnesses nuclear fission to make heat and steam 
for the world’s largest turbines. Each one will power around 3m homes around the 
clock. The high strength steel cylinder weighs in at 500-tonnes and is just 13-metres 
long. 

Work on Unit 1 has moved onto the fitting out of pipes, cables and equipment, 
while Unit 2 is focussed on the completion of its buildings following the successful 
dome lift in July last year. Thanks to innovation and the experience gained from   
constructing Unit 1, teams are building Unit 2, 20-30% faster, with prefabrication 

now approaching 60%. 
 

 The reactor was shipped from the 

Framatome Saint Marcel factory in 

France to Avonmouth Docks in Bristol, 

before being transported by barge to 

Combwich Wharf on the River Parrett 

in Somerset. The final journey was a 

six hour road trip for four miles by a 

transporter to the construction site. 
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Keen Gardeners Sought by Hospice! 
 We hope you may have managed to visit some of our beautiful gardens 
that have opened their gates for us this summer-it had been hugely successful 
season, raising over £27,000 for your local hospice.  
 St Margaret's Hospice has been serving the Somerset Community for 
45 years, providing free compassionate clinical and supportive care                               
to people facing life limiting illness and their families in Somerset. 
 We are already looking ahead to Summer 2026 – and we’re on the hunt for more glorious 
gardens to join the line-up! All gardens are welcome – big or small. Visitors love to see spaces 
they can draw inspiration from, so while large country gardens make for a wonderful day out, a 
beautiful English back garden can be just as inspiring (sometimes even more so!). We welcome 
all outdoor spaces – allotments, school or church gardens, woodlands, farms… we love an eclectic 
mix to offer our visitors 
 If you’re worried your garden might be too small, why not ask your neighbours to join 
in with you, or perhaps hold a small garden party, or plant sale? We would be delighted to hear 
from you if you would like to take part, have any questions regarding our support for the     
gardens taking part, or have any ideas of your own. 
Holly Hackett, Community Partnerships Fundraiser & Glorious Garden Coordinator 

Quantock Quilting and Sewing Group 
Held at St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 

2
nd

 & 4
th
 Monday each month 10am-1pm 

  Come and join us. New members  always welcome. No experience necessary. 
We are a very friendly group 

For any further queries please contact Sue 07956 925787 or Lyn 01                                       
or    Anna 01278 652307  
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  BISSHUNT WATCH AND CLOCK REPAIRS 
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February March April… Gardens & Allotments 

February - This time of year is perfect for planting that new tree for your garden; as 

long as the ground is not frosted, brick hard or rain soggy. If one tree is all you want, choose a 

Crab Apple Latin name Malus. This tree is considered a Small 

Tree. It gives and gives. Spring will give blossom, Summer - green 

Leaves, Autumn - bright colours, Winter - fat round, red or red 

and orange Fruits. Spring will attract bees, hoverflies and other 

pollinators, Summer will give shade to you and to birds, ladybirds 

and other insects, in turn attracting birds to your garden, Autumn 

provides shelter for insects and Winter provides huge crab       

apples for hungry blackbirds and wood pigeons when their other 

food supplies are hard to find.  

Many garden centres and good plant nurseries will stock these trees. Dig a hole, and 

the new thinking now is not to put any nutrients in the planting hole. Create a mini moat 

around the edge of the root ball.  But what is very  important is to ensure the tree is planted 

at the same level as the ground around it. Make sure no air holes are in the soil by treading in 

very gently.  Also very important is to water in well; a good 2 x 5 litre watering cans. The tree 

is dormant until March. The third important thing is to water your tree with these 2 x 5 litre 

watering cans of water every two weeks from March to October for two years. This makes the 

roots go down deep. After that it is on its own for you (and your neighbours if they can see it) 

to enjoy. Put organic seed potatoes on a window sill in egg boxes to chit, eye side up. Prune 

roses, ornamental grasses, apple & pear trees, Autumn raspberries, Hibiscus, Perovskia,    

Buddleia & Hardy Fuchsias. Continue feeding the wild birds. Put up bird boxes before they 

start the nesting season which starts end of this month.  

March -  A busy month for seed sowing. Anything you fancy, just 

check out your local garden centre. Plant onion and shallot sets,     

another row of garlic and even early potatoes. Raise tomatoes and 

small seeds such as celeriac, celery and parsley indoors on a warm 

window ledge or in the greenhouse. Divide perennials. Level and feed 

allotments with general purpose fertiliser. Plant autumn flowering bulbs. 

April - Hoe and hand remove annual weeds. First cut for grass, keep blade high & go for 

longer grass on lawns to create world for beetles and insects. Trees greening up everywhere. 

Switzerland’s leading science university tracked over 6 million adults and found people living 

on streets with leafy tree cover had lower rates of death from natural causes. In other words 

trees are proven to be good for health, obviously beautiful, cool down overheated towns, 

clean the air and reduce stress. So if you can, walk under them and plant more of them. Hope 

to see you at ours for a cream tea on Sunday 26th April 1-5pm for Cannington in Blossom.   

(see page 5 for full details of Cannington in Blossom)                                    Catherine Nightingale 
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KITCHEN & BATHROOM FEATURES  
 

We supply and fit Kitchens, Bathrooms, En-suites,  
Floor and Wall Tiles. 

    
  We will project manage the entire work at a price  

you can afford.  
 

Family run business with  
over 35 years’ experience.  

 
 

Find us on https://
www.facebook.com/

kandbfeatures. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For a free no obligation 
quotation,  

please call Martin or 
Claire 

 
HOME: 01278 651089 

MOBILE: 07894140533 

https://www.facebook.com/kandbfeatures
https://www.facebook.com/kandbfeatures
https://www.facebook.com/kandbfeatures
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         DAN ANDISON ELECTRICAL  
 

      All types of electrical work undertaken  

                A friendly reliable service 

 

     * Domestic 
                                 * Commercial  
                                                                * Industrial 

     * Agricultural      
 

          Any questions, queries or would you like a free estimate? 
 

                             Please call Dan on 07717266734  
   Email: danandisonelectrical@live.co.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:danandisonelectrical@live.co.uk
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Libby’s Blueberry Buckle Cake 
 
Ingredients 
2 cups plain flour ¾ cup sugar    2½ teaspoons baking powder 
¾ teaspoon salt 1 egg    ¼ cup butter/margarine 
¾ cup milk  2 cups blueberries 
 
Crumb Topping 
½ cup sugar             ⅓ cup plain flour 
½ cup ground cinnamon ¼ cup butter/margarine 
 
Glaze 
⅓ cup icing sugar  ¼ teaspoon vanilla  2 teaspoon hot water 
 
Method 
 Heat the oven to 375 degrees F. 
 Blend the top lot of ingredients except the blueberries which you can stir in after the rest 

is blended. Spread the mixture into a cake tin. 
 Put all the crumb topping ingredients into a blender. When they look like a crumble mix, 

spread on top of the cake. 
 Cook for about 45 minutes, but test if it’s cooked by using a skewer. Turn out of tin to 

cool. 
 Make the glaze and drizzle it over the top. 
Enjoy 

Join Our Valentine’s BioBlitz at Kilve Beach – 
Fall in Love with Nature This February 

As we move towards spring, we’re      
inviting your wonderful community to join us 
for a heart-themed Valentine’s BioBlitz at Kilve 
Beach on Saturday 21st February, 2:00pm–4:30pm. 
We’ll be meeting at the Kilve Beach ANPR car 
park for an uplifting morning of nature,      
community, and coastal discovery. Please 
dress warmly, wear sturdy shoes suitable for the 
shore, and bring your curiosity and sense of 
adventure. We can’t wait to welcome you for a 
Valentine’s-themed morning discovering the hidden wonders of Kilve’s rockpools! 

Every species you record – from shore crabs to sea anemones and even the tiniest 
amphipods – contributes to real scientific studies on biodiversity change, water quality, and 
the impacts of climate and human pressures on our shores. By simply exploring the rockpools and 
sharing what you find, you’re helping scientists strengthen coastal conservation work across 
the UK. February can feel like a long and grey month, so this event is also designed to be a 
wellbeing boost. Time spent by the sea has been shown to lift mood, reduce stress, and help 
people feel more connected to the natural world  
To take part, please sign up online at https://www.therockpoolproject.co.uk/hubs/kilve 

and download the Rock Pool Project app, which we use to upload species records as part of 

national datasets. If you need any help registering or using the app, just email us at: 

                                kilve@therockpoolproject.co.uk  

https://www.therockpoolproject.co.uk/hubs/kilve
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SMALL, QUIET RESIDENTIAL PARK 

Ideal for semi-retired & retired people 
who are 50 and above. 

Enclosed Gardens, Pets Welcome 
Homes For Sale, Excellent Facilities 

 
Evngs: 01278 652465  Mobile: 07767 246552 
East St. Cannington. Bridgwater. TA5 2HJ 
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 Looking for something that makes you smile, feel valued 
and part of a community of like-minded volunteers who are all 
passing on a love of reading to children?  Step this way.....  because 
we have just the role for you! Our reading helper volunteers build    
relationships, spark curiosity and help children to find the books 
that get them hooked on books! Through our fun, online group 
training and ongoing support, we give our volunteers ownership, 
ideas and real connection – to children, to schools, and to each  
other.  Join us today or share this with as many friends, family or 

community groups as you can to help us find someone for every child in every school that's 
waiting for their reading journey to begin.  www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk   

http://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk
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Answers to November’s Puzzles (p72/73) 

    Answers to  
Children’s  Quiz 

   Attention all Target readers  
 

If you have difficulty reading the magazine, you will be pleased to 

know that after some hard work behind the scenes, you can now access 

the Target on the Cannington website which can be found by going to 

www.cannington.org.uk and click on the Target link. (Shaun, Editor) 

 

Adult’s Corner  
     Answers 
 
  Word Wheel 
 
  DICTATION 

  ANSWERS TO 
SHAUN’S QUIZ 

ON PAGE 40 

1. LUDO          
2. SCUT 
3. MICA 
4. OCHE 
5. TIME 
6. POLO 
7. GOAD 
8. RITZ 
9. DODO 
10.CORK 

                  Merida   Bagheera  Jafar 

            Jimmy Cricket            Timon       Belle 

            Jasmine           Baymax         Elsa 

Cracker jokes 
 I wouldn’t buy anything with Velcro - it’s a 

total rip-off 
 Time flies like an arrow - fruit flies like a    

banana 
 Why can’t you give Elsa a balloon - she’ll let it 

go 
 I used to be a baker, but couldn’t make enough 

dough 

http://www.cannington.org.uk
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 Children’s Corner 

Pictures to colour 



73 

 

Adult’s Corner  Answers to November’s puzzles  
and quizzes are on Page 69 

What is this a picture of? 
       (See page 74 for answer) 
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 Page 73 Answer: This is a close-up of a cat’s tongue 
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To advertise with the Target please get in contact with 

 
Kate Slade: kateslade@btopenworld.com Tel 01278 653572 

 

   For Village businesses ¼ page £10, ½ page £20, full page £40 
For  outside the village    ¼ page £30, ½ page £40, full page £70 
                                                                                      (per edition) 

 
 

P. S. Did you know that The Target reaches over 3500  
people every quarter.  It is a free magazine relying only on revenue 

from advertising. We rely on volunteers for distribution and my 
sincere thanks go to both the advertisers  

and the generous volunteers.                                      
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Inclusion of any advertisement in this magazine does not imply 

recommendation by the editing team. 

 

Something to say? Complimentary or otherwise 
please send your  comments / views to  

The Editor,  Shaun Ryall, 
14, Court Orchard, Cannington, TA5 2QH 

 or email shaunryall@talktalk.net 
Tel: 01278 653 469 

This is your magazine so I need to know what you think!   

Village Quiz Nights 
 

7.30pm At the Friendly Spirit 
 

    Sunday February 22nd in aid of Cann. Pre-school  
Sunday March 29th in aid of Cannington WI 

Sunday April 26th in aid of Cannington Babes and Tots 
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