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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 9th December 2025 in Cannington Village Hall

Draft Minutes

Present:
Parish Councillors: Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor, Shaun Ryall, Steve Pettit, Michael Featherstone, Mike Andison, David Greenslade, Jack Popham, Brian Bolt and Colin Allen.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell and Brian Bolt 
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 15

01/12/25 Declaration of Members’ Interests
             David Greenslade declared a member’s interest as the ground’s maintenance contract renewal, was discussed. 

Public Session
· Members of the public raised concerns regarding ongoing fly-parking in the vicinity of Cannington Court, particularly affecting visitor access.
· It was confirmed that EDF have produced an App and have also advised that a representative will be attending the next Parish Council meeting. It was explained the parking wardens are testing the App. The App is designed to catch offenders in real time. The idea is if more people in the area reported the flyparking through the App it will be easier to catch offenders.
· Concerns were raised by members of the public regarding the effectiveness of the App, with comments suggesting that a significant proportion of fly-parkers may not be registered on the system, potentially limiting its impact.
· It was noted that an annual charity football match has been held at Cannington Playing Fields for the past 43 years.
· A request was made to clarify why the organisers are unable to use the Pavilion kitchen facilities. The Council advised that Street Beans’ insurance currently permits sole use of the kitchen. Further queries were raised regarding, the existence of a business plan, whether a signed lease is in place, and also whether the appropriate planning permission has been granted.
· Radstock Co-op (Taunton) operates the building of the Co-op that is assumed to be coming to Cannington, a request for any update on when the Co-op will be built has been sent.
· A question was raised regarding potential provision of private parking for residents in the Bowling Green area.
The Council advised that any residents wishing to request a visibility or parking study must submit a formal written request for private parking to the Parish Clerk.
Public session ended at 7.40pm
Council Session

02/12/25 Apologies for Absence
Mike Caswell
03/12/25 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2025
             The minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2025 were approved.

04/12/25 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item

05/12/25 Planning matters
New planning 
Old Planning
Line 
1. 13/25/00022- The Grange. Change of use of part of existing building to create a large house in multiple occupation (Sui generis) comprising 20 bedrooms and associated works. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 11/11/2025
It was raised that the current buildings and infrastructure will not cope with increased constant use, including concerns regarding sewage capacity. The council discussed matters relating to the Grange, noting that clarification is required from the owner regarding whether the council may proceed with certain decisions or whether formal committee approval is needed. 
06/12/25 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit
A request has been sent to require a completion date. Still no further update. Although there have been fewer reports of speeding.
2. EDF
· A member of the EDF Flyparking team has confirmed they will be happy to attend the next Council meeting.
· It was questioned if HPC and Cannington Court visitors are classed under the same bracket when it comes to parking.
3. Highways
· Kier have received confirmation, that the Council wish to go ahead with the bollard project along with the new bench.
· It was noted that the college had permitted evening and weekend public parking in the main car park for several years. Councillors raised concerns about how members of the public are made aware of this arrangement. It was suggested that the installation of signage would help inform the public. Cllr Ian Dyer suggested that the continuation of the current parking arrangement should be formally confirmed with the college before any signage is installed.

4. Speed Indicator Device
· Chris Kemish will be taking a look over the SIDs systems at the end of January.
5. Footpaths
· Feedback has been received on the footpath at Yeo Valley. The contractors involved have until the end of January to get back to the organisers. Otherwise, alternative contractors will be located to take on the job.
· Reports have come through that the footpath by the quarry has become very untidy.
6. Safety Concerns at Walled Gardens/Church Street Junction
· There was a report of repeated near miss collisions at the walled gardens exit onto Church Street due to unclear or insufficient road markings and signage.
· It was discussed that a halt sign road marking would be helpful as this is a blind corner.
· It was agreed to contact Cannington Court to see if it is possible for them to provide some sort of signage to prevent accidents.
David Greenslade Left the meeting 8pm
7. Village Maintenance
· It was reported that the phone box on the High Street is in need of general tidying and repainting.
It was also noted that the phone box has lost connection. The Council agreed that BT should be contacted to establish whether they can provide assistance in restoring the service.
· The Otters Brook benches need to be cemented in, as they are completely loose from the ground. They have been turned on the side and currently have caution tape around them.
· The Grounds Maintenance contract has been agreed to merge into one full contract. This will make it simpler to administer and manage as one account. The contract will be going out to tender.
David Greenslade re-entered the meeting 8.10pm
· The Otters Brook benches were raised as a priority due to safety concerns. It was unanimously agreed for the work to be completed as soon as possible by Greenslades to avoid a fatality.
8. Cemetery
· Grandfields and Son submitted a request regarding a burial scheduled to take place on 15 December.
It was reported that the deceased had been a resident of Cannington for their entire life, with the exception of the last two years. In light of this, and noting that several members of the deceased’s family are buried in the cemetery, a request was made to waive the double fees that would normally apply. The proposal to waive the double fees was made by Cllr Jack Popham, seconded by Cllr John Addison, and was agreed unanimously.
It was noted that this decision does not set a precedent, as each cemetery request is reviewed on an individual basis.
9. Street Bean 
· It was agreed by the Council that Cllr Colin Allen will contact Street Bean in regards to the New Years Day Charity football match. As it was agreed that they open for the football match and supply a donation of the takings that day to the charity. It was discussed that the Council will review the lease at the end of the 6-month Period.
· It was requested that Councillors attend the match and show support for the Charity football match and Street Bean.
10. Church Yard 
· The Council is awaiting an update regarding the alteration of the entrance gates, the repair of the cobbled area, and works to the hedge surrounding the Garden of Rest.
· It was reported that the gates at the entrance to the Churchyard require shortening to allow them to swing both ways, improving access for village residents. The cost for the alteration of the gates was quoted at £985 plus VAT, with an additional £470 required for painting. It was agreed that Community Payback would be approached to ascertain whether they would be able to assist with painting the gates in order to reduce costs. As the Church path is a public footpath, the Council agreed that CIL funds may be used to fund the gate works.
· Concerns were raised regarding the hedge around the Garden of Rest, which is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain. It was proposed that the existing Yew trees be removed and replaced with newly planted Yew trees to make future maintenance more manageable.

07/12/25 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
2. Northbrook Garages
3. Rodway car park 
Concerns were raised over the Rodway Car Park contract.

08/12/25 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room Nov 2025 
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox Nov 2025  
	DD
	£12.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (Nov) 
	Tfer
	£1,472.58

	[bookmark: _Hlk215637563]Rebecca Gayor
	Defibrillator pads/Postage fee
	Tfer
	£151.20

	Avalonia Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance (Nov)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Avalonia Landscapes
	Additional work
	
	£275.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Expenses
	Tfer
	£24.26

	South West Advocate 
	Conveyancing Data Services
	Tfer
	£902.63

	RT Signs
	Water Bowser Vinyl
	Tfer
	£114.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Charges
	Tfer
	£4.25

	Greenslades
	Grounds maintenance carried out through the village in September. Rodway playing field maintenance carried out during August.
	Tfer
	£1,988.88

	Unity Operators 
	Machine Hire for Cherry Picker 
	Tfer
	£468.00

	Unity Operators 
	Machine Hire for Cherry Picker 
	Tfer
	£468.00

	Somerset Council 
	Emptying of bins July- September
	Tfer
	£405.60

	EDF 
	Christmas Lights October
	Tfer
	£38.43

	David Howe
	Watering of tubs and barrier baskets Nov. Water Bowser Cover. 
	Tfer
	£282.54

	Burnham Toilet Hire 
	Portaloo for playing fields (over paid last month)
	Tfer
	£5.28

	EDF
	Christmas Lights September 
	Tfer
	£18.90

	EDF
	Electricity for the Pavillion Playing Fields October
	Tfer
	£121.70

	BT
	Phone and Broadband services for November 
	Tfer
	£64.21

	Royal British Legion
	British Legion Donation
	Cheque
	£250.00

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	


2. To Accounts for November 2025 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at November was £201,286.72 including reserves of £168,607.62
3. The Budget Statement for November 2025 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/12/25 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· FRA has been carried out. 
· A Legionella water test has been booked
· Dehumidifiers have been delivered to the Almshouse.
· Flat 1 has had the kitchen light fixed.
· Flat 3s pressured taps have also been fixed.
· The locked back door to the cottage has been removed and replaced.
[bookmark: _Hlk202360302]10/12/25 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Cannington Christmas
· Christmas lights going up was a complete success.
· All village Christmas Tree lights have been purchased and cost £50.
· Prizes for the Christmas light judging competition were discussed. 1st prize will be £35. 2nd prize will be £25 and 3rd prize will be £15. This was agreed unanimously. Judging will take place 20th January at Jubilee Gardens 6pm. 
2. Playing Fields 
· There was a Bike on the playing field that had been left for some time. Cllr Mike Andison put it on Cannington Now but it has not been claimed. He will do the bike up and donate as a gift to a child for Christmas. 
3. Trees Bordering Folly Close
· The Chair Ian Dyer and Cannington in Bloom have had a meeting with Head Teacher of the College and advised they need to get someone in to take a look at the trees and shear them off in order for them to not cause further damage.
4. Remembrance Day
· The Chair thanked everyone for coming to Remembrance Day.
5. Budget Statement
· Budget Statement is currently a draft, as the council will be awaiting the quote of the Grass Cutting Contract.

11/12/25 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· Allotment rents are coming in and being logged on record.
· An inspection will be arranged in the New Year.
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer
· It was raised that there is a tree cut off, going across the brook from the play area to Otters Brook. Cllr Jack Popham advised he will take a look over the area.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer and Mike Andison
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
r. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
s. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham and Mike Andison
t. Village Hall – Cllr Mike Andison
· Cllr Mike Andison advised the Village Hall AGM was held on the 27th November, Kate Slade will still be in charge so all is well. 
12/12/25 Matters of Report
1. Homes in Somerset opening evening 25th November
2. Final Cannington Christmas meeting 19th November 
3. Almshouse fire risk assessment 26th November 
4. Meeting with Street Bean 2nd December 
13/12/25 Items for the next meeting
1. Dowsborough LCN 10th December

14/12/25 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 13h January 2025 
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Clerk to Cannington Parish Council – 09/12/2025
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