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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 11th November 2025 in Cannington Village Hall

Draft Minutes

Present:
Parish Councillors: Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor, Shaun Ryall, Steve Pettit (arrived 19.05), Michael Featherstone, Mike Andison, David Greenslade and Colin Allen.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 6

01/11/25 Declaration of Members’ Interests
             David Greenslade declared a member’s interest as the ground’s maintenance contract renewal, was discussed. 

Public Session
· Folly Close Residents reported that trees in Folly Close have grown significantly, with a high percentage now covered in ivy. This is affecting the surrounding public areas, including garages. Although the ditches and hedges have been cleared, the trees continue to cause issues. Ian Dyer has spoken to the college, but the college has not taken action. Concerns were raised that falling branches may injure someone. The height of the trees is also an issue, though there are no nearby power lines. It was advised the Trees may be accessible via the car park and that the college should be contacted again.
· The application for The Grange was raised regarding the change of use, and whether it has been assessed. Further investigation is required.
· The matter of passes being required, to prove residency for EDF workers was raised along with various other concepts that were discussed at last month’s meeting. EDF passes will be discussed further at the next council meeting as this remains an ongoing issue. The Council are pushing for further resolution.
· Concerns were raised regarding a rumour of allocated parking spaces for Bowling Green and along the walled garden. It was confirmed that the council have looked into getting a feasibility study on the area. But there has been no other movement on the idea being brought forward.
· Residents have advised that with the increase of staff working for Hinkley, why is there not more park and rides. The Council have advised that they have a meeting scheduled for the 13th November, with EDF to query what actions they are going to implement, to support the flyparking problem. 
                                                                                                                       Cllr Mike Anderson arrived at 7.30pm 
· Mr Edney thanked everyone who took part in this, years, Remembrance Day.
· The Bloomers have been discussing their future in the village. This year they will be taking a year out to focus on expansion of their projects.
· The use of the post office remains an issue. The landlady of The Friendly Spirit has offered space for a pop-up office. An option for a mobile or pop-up post office will be explored.
Public session ended at 7.35pm

02/11/25 Apologies for Absence
Jack Popham and Michael Featherstone.
03/11/25 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th October 2025
             The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October 2025 were approved.

04/11/25 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item

05/11/25 Planning matters

New planning 
1. 12/25/00022- The Grange. Change of use of part of existing building to create a large house in multiple occupation (Sui generis) comprising 20 bedrooms and associated works. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 11/11/2025
· It was raised that the current buildings and infrastructure will not cope with increased constant use, including concerns regarding sewage capacity. The council discussed matters relating to the Grange, noting that clarification is required from the owner regarding whether the council may proceed with certain decisions or whether formal committee approval is needed.
Old Planning

1. 13/25/00021- Denmans Farm. Application for approval of reserved matters following outline application 13/24/00019 for the access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale of the erection of 1no. dwelling. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 14/10/2025 This application was previously supported, no need to comment.
2. 13/25/00019- 3 Otters Brook. Installation of air source heat pump to the West elevation. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 14/10/2025 Cllr Steve Pettit proposed to support this application. This was seconded by Cllr Michael Featherstone and agreed unanimously. Permission Granted 04/11/2025
06/11/25 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit
A request has been sent to require a completion date. 
The Clerk reported that Highways had been contacted to request a completion date for the outstanding works. Highways responded stating that they believed the works had already been completed. The Clerk subsequently sent photographic evidence showing that the road roundels were still missing and requested clarification and a revised completion date.
· A meeting has been arranged with EDF and Councillors to discuss flyparking on Thursday 13th November. 
2. Highways
· Kier have sent a list of benches in regards to which one would be suitable to go at the beginning of Church Street. The Council will need to agree on which one would be best suited. 
In regards to the bollards and additional bench on High Street. The Phoenix Bench was confirmed for the project. It was also raised that a very small sign located in the noticeboards indicates that parking is available in the college. Members expressed concern that the sign is too small to be noticed by motorists. It was proposed that a larger, more prominent sign should be installed so that those wishing to park on the High Street are clearly aware that college parking is an available option. This was agreed unanimously.

3. Speed Indicator Device.
· It was agreed in the last finance meeting that a budget would be put aside to purchase an I pad to retrieve data from the SIDs and request some IT assistance in how to better retrieve data. 
The council revisited the matter of SID data, agreeing that the remaining information must be retrieved from the device. The Clerk will arrange for the outstanding data to be collected as soon as possible. It was also noted that it would be worth looking into purchasing an Ipad to make it easier to gain data from the SID.

4. Footpaths
An update was provided on the footpath near the quarries it has now been opened and is being used. A purchase order has been issued to move the solar panels on the footpath near Yeo Valley, this has still not been altered Cllr Sean Ryall will be looking into this.
5. Defibrillator 
· New Defibrillator pads have been ordered to replace the bus shelter pads as they will be expiring at the end of the month.
6. Village Maintenance
· Mapping has been produced for each quarter of the village. Tasks need to be allocated to each section.
                                                                                       Cllr David Greenslade left the meeting 08.10pm
· Contracts for the grass cutting of the village need to be discussed.
The Council agreed to combine the two contracts and put it out as one. The Contract will be put out to tender in due course. This was proposed by Cllr Ian Dyre and seconded by Cllr Colin Allen and agreed unanimously. 
It was noted that all wooden benches in the area require staining and general maintenance, with Community Payback identified as a potential resource to undertake the work.
Cllr David Greenslade returned to the meeting 08.35
7. Water Bowser
8. The Water bowser cover has now been purchased and it will be safely put away until watering begins again in the Spring. 
Greenslades has kindly confirmed they are able to store it for the village over the winter.
9. Seeds Somerset 
· The Big Draw came to the village hall over the holidays and had a good turnout. 
10. Cannington In Bloom
· The Council will be holding an awards evening with Cannington in Bloom on the 24th November.
Blackmore Farm will be hosting the bloomers and the Council will be providing Cheese and wine for the event.
11. The Spar Shop
12. Churchyard
It was agreed that a site meeting will be arranged at the churchyard to assess the work required to modify the existing gates so that they can swing both ways. The aim of this modification is to improve accessibility for all users. A separate meeting will be scheduled to examine the broken cobbles at the entrance to the church.
07/11/25 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
2. Northbrook Garages
3. Rodway car park 

08/11/25 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room October 2025 
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox Oct 2025  
	DD
	£12.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (Oct) 
	Tfer
	£1,447.13

	Rebecca Gayor
	Back dated pay rise from September 
	Tfer
	£124.65

	Steve Bull
	Grounds Maintenance (Oct)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Expenses
	Tfer
	£24.26

	KO Pest Control
	Wasp Riddance
	Tfer
	£85.00

	Avalonia Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance 
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Charges
	Tfer
	£4.25

	Greenslades
	Grounds maintenance carried out through the village in September. Rodway playing field maintenance carried out during August.
	Tfer
	£1,988.88

	Langford Lakes 
	Christmas Trees
	Tfer
	£807.00

	Steve Pettitt
	Filling of water bowser
	Tfer
	£44.00

	Cannington in Bloom 
	Grant 
	Tfer
	£250.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Service Charge
	Tfer
	£4.25

	KO-Pest Control
	Removal of squirrels in the pavilion
	Tfer
	£220.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Postage 
	Tfer
	£3.67

	David Howe
	Watering of tubs and barrier baskets. Oct
	Tfer
	£170.00

	Burnham Toilet Hire 
	Portaloo for playing fields (missed payment in July)
	Tfer
	£121.01

	GB Sports and Leisure
	Installation of Tractor Trailer for Play Area
	Tfer
	12,842.10

	EDF
	Electricity for the Pavillion Playing Fields October
	Tfer
	£71.03

	BT
	Phone and Broadband services for October 
	Tfer
	£62.34

	HMRC
	PAYE
	Tfer
	£6,575.34

	Cannington Pantomime Society
	Grant
	Tfer
	£973.60 

	Michael Andison
	Pavillion Sundry’s, Key cut for pavilion and Millage.
	Tfer
	£73.68

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	


2. To Accounts for October 2025 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at October was £201,233.39 including reserves of £168,502.96
3. The Budget Statement for October 2025 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/11/25 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· The Garden Gate has been fixed. 
· A Legionella water test will be booked.
· New date for Almshouse meeting to be confirmed.
[bookmark: _Hlk202360302]10/11/25 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Cannington Christmas
· A meeting was held on the 16th October. 
· Christmas Trees have been ordered.
· Cherry Picker has been booked.
2. Oak Tree Way
· Maintenance of Green areas, and overhanging Tree on Oak Tree Way.
3. Trees Bordering Folly Close
· It has been raised that the Trees bordering Folly Close need to be cut back. The Council have contacted the College, who have advised that they have regular tree surveys to ensure the trees are maintained. 
4. Street Bean 
· Street Bean have proposed to close over the winter months and pay half rent.
5. Remembrance Day
· Order to close the road has been successful 
6. Meeting with Ashley Fox
· 
11/11/25 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· Allotment rent letters are due to go out.
· An allotment inspection date needs to be confirmed. 
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer 
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
It was brought to the council’s attention that vehicles continue to park in the bus stop layby, which has on occasion resulted in buses being unable to stop. Due to this ongoing issue, it was requested that a bus stop be installed on the opposite side of the road, along with a raised pavement, to make it easier and safer for passengers to access the bus.
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer and Mike Andison
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
r. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
s. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham and Mike Andison
t. Village Hall – Cllr Mike Andison
12/11/25 Matters of Report
1. Cannington Christmas Meeting 7Th October
2. Somerset Dementia 17th October 
3. Wilder Together. 18th October  
4. LCN Highways 21st October 
5. Quantock Hills JAC Meeting 22nd October
6. Flood Risk Management 23rd October 
13/11/25 Items for the next meeting
1. Transport Forum 13th November 
2. Wilder Futures Forum 15th November 
3. Cannington Christmas final meeting 19th November 
4. Alms House Fire Risk Assessment 26th November

14/11/25 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 9th December 2025 
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Clerk to Cannington Parish Council – 11/11/2025
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