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Minutes of the annual meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tue 14th October 2025 in Cannington Village Hall


MINUTES
Present:
Parish Councillors: Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor (taking minutes), Shaun Ryall, Michael Featherstone, Steve Pettitt, Jack Popham and mike Caswell.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 6
01/10/25 Declaration of Members’ Interests
Ian Dyer declared that his niece sent through the Grant application for the Pre-School as she works for the Pre-School.
Public Session 
· Mr. Reed continues to await a formal response following his recent meeting with representatives of EDF Energy. He has been actively pursuing a follow-up and seeks clarification on the outstanding matters discussed.
· Concerns were raised regarding reports of individuals who are not residents of Cannington falsely claiming residency in order to access the Cannington bus service. It was noted that this places bus drivers in a difficult position, as they must either permit unauthorised passengers to travel or refuse access, potentially causing confrontation. It was further observed that neither SBS nor EDF appear to be taking sufficient measures to prevent this misuse. The Parish Council expressed concern that EDF is allowing this situation to continue unaddressed.
· Members of Cannington in Bloom requested that the grass verge between Withial Drive and Brymore Lodge not be subject to mowing, as they wish to develop the area into a wildflower habitat. The Parish Council expressed full support for this initiative. Mr. Ian Dyer confirmed that he has already instructed Greenslades and Mr. Steve Bull to refrain from mowing the specified section. Cannington in Bloom will provide appropriate information boards to explain the project to the public.
· A resident of Ashford, residing adjacent to Cannington Enterprises, reported the presence of black water and odours emanating from the brook. The matter has been reported to the Environment Agency, and the Parish Council has received a copy of the EA’s report. The resident expressed continuing concern regarding the potential impact on the watercourse. The Parish Council noted the issue and will monitor any further developments.
· A member of the public commended Cannington in Bloom for achieving a Gold Award at the South West in Bloom Finals. The Parish Council agreed to send a formal letter of congratulations to the group on behalf of the village, acknowledging their contribution to the enhancement of the local environment.
· It was noted that none of the participating parishes have yet utilised the EDF Rural Car Parking Fund. Mr. Ian Dyer advised that discussions had previously taken place with the owners of The Kings Head public house regarding the potential provision of additional village parking. Although initial progress was limited, the owners have now received permission to relocate a utility pole, enabling them to proceed with the development of their own car park.
· Further items raised under this heading included:

The potential installation of additional bollards in key locations within the village.
An update on the current status of the North Brook garages.
A feasibility study commissioned for the area surrounding the Bowling Green to assess options for the creation of additional parking spaces, including provision for local residents.

The Parish Council invited further suggestions from members of the public regarding potential parking improvements within the village.
Public session ended at 7.22pm and all members of public left the meeting.
Council Session

02/10/25 Apologies for Absence
David Greenslade, Michael Andison, Colin Allen and Rebecca Gaylor (Clerk)

03/10/25 Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th September 2025
Minutes held on the 9th September were agreed.

04/10/25 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item
05/10/25 Planning matters
New planning 
13/25/00021- Denmans Farm Application for approval of reserved matters following outline application 13/24/00019 for the access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale of the erection of 1no. dwelling.
13/25/00019- 3 Otters Brook. Installation of air source heat pump to the West elevation. To be discussed at the parish council meeting 14/10/2025 Consultation Start Date:03/10/2025 Earliest Decision Date: 01/11/2025. Cllr Steve Pettit proposed to support this application. This was seconded by Cllr Michael Featherstone and agreed unanimously. 

Cllr Steve Pettitt explained the history of 13/25/00017 & 18 & 21 13/25/00012 is currently going through the appeal process so there is nothing to report
Old Planning
1. 13/25/00017-Denmans Farm application for approval of reserved matters following Outline Application 13/24/00019 for the access, appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale for the erection of 1 No.dwelling This application was Supported first cllr Carole Taylor and seconded by cllr Mike Andison. Refuse Planning Permission Decision date 29/09/2025
2. 13/25/00018- Application for erection of 1no. dwelling. Denmans Farm, Denmans Lane, Cannington, Bridgwater, Somerset. To be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting 09/09/2025 Withdrawn (after registration) Decision 
3. 13/25/00012 – Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of use of Agricultural Buildings to 5 No. Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and associated building operations. On Chilton Trivett Farm, Blackmoore Lane. Prior Approval Refused -Appeal Received 29/07/2025- Appeal Start date 11/08/2025.

06/10/25 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit- Signage installation remains incomplete. Clerk to chase progress.
· A meeting is being arranged with EDF to discuss the current issue of flyparking. Ashley Fox and Mark Weston have had a meeting with EDF in regards to this, which they are yet to brief on-Councillors are awaiting information from the recent meeting with the MP and confirmation of the date for the Parish Council’s own meeting. An Excel sheet is being compiled to support discussions. The main point of focus is that parking passes should be issued and inspected prior to boarding buses.
· An email has been sent to EDF to arrange a date for a meeting to discuss flyparking. 
· The Excel spread sheet is being sent over weekly to EDF, showing the data, the village reports are collecting. Some of the main culprits have been giving tickets. 
2. Highways
· A request has been sent to Kier in regards to including a bench to go at the end of Church Street- It was agreed that the installation can proceed with bollards. Estimated cost range: £300–£1,200. The proposal was approved in principle by councillors. The Clerk will source and circulate example images for consideration.
3. Speed Indicator Device.
· The SID is still not functioning correctly for data downloads. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact Chris Kemmish for advice and purchase any necessary hardware to enable data collection.
4. Footpaths
· Cllr Shaun Ryall reported that Yeo Valley has not yet rectified the diverted path issue. He will follow up if no action is taken, it was agreed that the Parish Council will write formally to Yeo Valley requesting that the fence be moved and the stile reinstated.
· The bridge to the Parrot remains broken- Cllr Ian Dyer will speak to the college to gauge their response regarding replacement.
5. Defibrillator 
· A request has been sent to The Circuit to see if they would be able to provide a demonstration in the Village Hall. Clerk Rebecca Gaylor to arrange a date.
6. Village Maintenance
· Community Payback have cleared up a lot of the brambles in the play area, due to reports from parents. The brambles around the village particularly in the hedges seem to exceptionally sharp. 
· Mapping has been produced for each quarter of the village. Tasks need to be allocated to each section- The Community Payback Team will be provided with a list of tasks to ensure they remain fully occupied.
7. Water Bowser
· The water bowser’s new vinyl signs have now been restored, with thanks to RT Signs for completing the work- It was agreed to ask Greenslades to service the Bowser and to purchase a protective cover.
· Proposed by Steve Pettitt, then Seconded by John Addison, agreed Unanimously.
· Members were advised that watering costs will increase next year to £95 per watering.
8. Play area
· Opening date of the new play tractor to be arranged- Rebecca Gaylor (Clerk) to coordinate with local children and carers.
9. Seeds Somerset 
· Seeds will be returning to Cannington to host the big draw community event. In the village hall- Cllr Carole Taylor asked whether the group has a plan for displaying or using the artwork they produce.
10. Cannington In Bloom
· Cannington was awarded Gold and is the 2025 holder of the Cox Cup for Best in Class, announced at the International Riviera Centre, Torquay- It was suggested that the Parish Council write to all participants to express thanks. Steve will provide Rebecca Gaylor (Clerk) with a list of names. Presentation night date to be agreed. Ian Dyer has given dates to Steve Petttitt for Cannington in Bloom to consider.
11. The Spar Shop
· Cllr Ian Dyer reported that insurance matters are complicated, and it appears that no shop will be operating before 2027. He has contacted Co-op to encourage progress on their project, but no response has been received to date.
12. Churchyard
· Maintenance of the hedges and the gates and repair of the cobbles- Cllr. J. Addison outlined the challenges in maintaining the churchyard beyond routine grass cutting. Key points discussed:
Hedges- Cllr John Addison no longer has students available to assist with hedge maintenance. He will speak to the church regarding the possible removal of the hedge between the Garden of Rest and the Churchyard, with the potential to replace it with a more easily maintained alternative. Funding may be available from the Cannington Enterprises Fund.
Gates- The gates are in poor condition and require attention to improve disabled access if they are to swing in either direction. Cllr Mike Caswell suggested that Alastair James might be a suitable contractor. The Clerk will investigate a rough cost estimate in case a tender is required.
Cobbles- Some cobbles have been missing for some time. It was proposed that Mark Bacon be asked to replace them as soon as possible. This was proposed by Cllr Jack Popham and Seconded by Cllr Steve Pettitt and agreed Unanimously. The Clerk will contact Mark Bacon to arrange the work.
Benches- Both benches in the churchyard are deteriorating, with one badly damaged. Cllr John Addison will approach the church regarding potential replacement. Both benches are memorials dating from the 1960s.
07/10/25 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area- Cllr Jack Popham to chase up contractor.
2. Northbrook Garages- Take over in process.
3. Rodway car park - This is becoming a problem as companies approached either do not want, what they think is a small job or don’t want to waste their time tendering against a local contractor who they feel they cannot compete with.  It was suggested that the council give one last chance before having to contract the one person we have.
Cllr Caswell left the meeting at 8.10pm
08/10/25 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room September 2025 
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox Sep 2025  
	DD
	£12.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (Sep) 
	Tfer
	£1,447.13

	Steve Bull
	Grounds Maintenance (Sep)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Expenses
	Tfer
	£24.26

	Andrew Taylor
	Electrics for Pavilion  
	Tfer
	£377.00

	Greenslades
	Playing field Topsoiling 
	Tfer
	£1,905.60

	Greenslades
	Installation of ball stop netting posts
	Tfer
	£2,090.40

	Greenslades
	Grounds maintenance carried out through the village in august. Rodway playing field maintenance carried out during August.
	Tfer
	£1,988.88

	Greenslades
	Brymore Way Grass cutting
	Tfer
	£7,614.00

	Greenslades
	Fixing and Installing Playing field benches. 
	Tfer
	£3,390.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Service Charge
	Tfer
	£4.25

	KO-Pest Control
	Removal of squirrels in the pavilion
	Tfer
	£220.00

	Collin Allen
	Keys cut for the Almshouse 
	Tfer
	£9.00

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Millage and Gift 
	Tfer
	£77.70

	David Howe
	Watering of tubs and barrier baskets. Sep
	Tfer
	£940.00

	Burnham Toilet Hire 
	Portaloo for playing fields (Sep)
	Tfer
	£110.88

	EDF
	Electricity for the Pavillion Playing Fields September
	Tfer
	£56.61

	BT
	Phone and Broadband services for September
	Tfer
	£62.34

	HMRC
	PAYE
	Tfer
	£6,575.34

	Ball Fire Protect
	Fire Extinguisher checks Pavillion
	Tfer
	£48.60 

	Dave Gardener
	Hedging
	Tfer
	£1,188.00

	EDF
	Electricity for Xmas lights Sep
	Tfer
	£19.53

	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	Audit Cost
	Tfer
	£756.00

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	


2. To Accounts for September 2025 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at 30th September was £218,225.28 including reserves of £183,779.94
3. The Budget Statement for September 2025 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/10/25 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· Fire Risk assessment has been booked for the 26th November
· Quote for fixing the leaning garden gate has been provided- quote was unanimously agreed so long as the Alms House subcommittee approved it- Clerk to check with them, then book the job.
· [bookmark: _Hlk202360302]Banking, Cllr Michael Featherstone and Cllr Carole Taylor now have online banking equipment for Barclays so the PC should be able to pay bills in the future.
· Life line invoices and TV licence have been paid and are up to date- The ARV TV Licence needs were applied for and paid. These only applies to certain flats, but the Alms House management have to apply for it to ensure compliance with the rules for them. Some flats have other types of TV licence which are applied for by the individuals living in them.
· The Gardener will be off for some time. however, she has arranged cover. This was proposed by Cllr Carole Taylor, seconded by Cllr Steve Pettitt and agreed unanimously. 
10/10/25 Correspondence and matters to discuss
1. Pre-School Grant application
· The pre-school steps have broken and will be costly to repair. The pre-school has submitted a grant application to the council requesting financial assistance to help cover the repair costs- It was agreed to fund rebuilding of the steps as per the grant application, for the full amount quoted. Invoice must be in the name of the Parish Council, as some CIL money may be used. This was proposed by Cllr John Addison and seconded by Cllr Carole Taylor, the agreed unanimously.
2. Oak Tree Way
· Maintenance of Green areas, and overhanging Tree on Oak Tree Way- Cllr John Addison to inspect and report back on required work. 
3. A request has been made to place a bench on the High Street next to the bus shelter
· Kier have advised they are able to source a bench and install it alongside the planned bollard works. 
· Taking Down of the Christmas lights- Installation: 29th November Removal: 10th January Cllr David Greenslade to be informed of removal date.
4. Street Bean 
· Due to very low winter footfall, it’s proposed that Street Bean Coffee closes for the season, except on football and event days, reopening in spring-Will close for the winter unless footballers request it to remain open.
5. Wild Flower Strip on Withiel Drive 
· Cannington in bloom wish to plant wild flowers along the walk path from Brymore Lodge to the end of Withiel Drive- Already discussed.
6. Himalayan Balsom
· Residents have reported sightings of Himalayan Balsam, an invasive plant species, in several locations around the village. A small plant has been observed in the brook near the Friendly Spirit, while larger clumps are present near the weir- Parish Council to write to the Environment Agency (EA), as this affects their part of the brook.
7. Play area 
· Brambles are becoming a problem and have been reported to scratch children’s legs. Community payback has cleared them up for now. But they may cause problems in the future- Payback team to maintain brambles temporarily.
8. Speeding in the Village
· Concerns have been raised regarding the 40mph speed limit on the stretch of road from the roundabout to High Street. Observations indicate that vehicles frequently exceed the speed limit, particularly along the straight section leading up to the brow of the hill- Highways to be contacted regarding the speed limit change from 20 to 40 mph.

11/10/25 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· Allotment 35 has been allocated to a new owner. They have paid a deposit and will be continuing future work- Water pipe installation to be scheduled next year.
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer 
· Litter and overgrowth along Otters Brook near Southbrook Road bridge may impede water flow and harm wildlife, especially with wetter weather approaching. - Refer to Environmental Health as the Council cannot arrange volunteers due to Health and Safety.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt- AGM 7pm Wednesday 22nd October at Cannington URC, all welcome.
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer and Mike Andison- Cllr Ian Dyer to follow up with homeowner regarding Leylandii trees (due for removal)
Remembrance Sunday: 
Road Closure and Stewards arranged.
Bugler booked, wreath available with Andrew Taylor
Cllr John Addison to lead the event on behalf of Chairman Ian Dyer.
Serving and ex-veterans to be offered to step forward.
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
r. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison
Cllr John Addison proposed adding a spur of lights on the small tree.
s. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham and Mike Andison-The level of work having been undertaken at the playing fields was discussed from the payment list.Future work that might be required, must be requested and budget allowed for it for the forthcoming year.
t. Village Hall – Cllr Mike Andison
u. Staffing Committee- Cllr John Addison and Cllr Carole Taylor reported that they had held a 6-month review of employment with Rebecca Gaylor, the Clerk. The meeting was fruitful and they were pleased to recommend that the Clerk’s position should be made permanent and the pay rise as agreed by the Finance and Staffing Committee should be implemented. This was proposed by Cllr Carole Taylor and seconded by Cllr John Addison, then agreed unanimously. It was also raised that a finance committee meeting was required to look at next year’s budget requirements.

12/10/25 Matters of Report
1. Alms House Trustee regional meeting 10th September
2. Environment Agency’s Hinkley Point Meet the Regulator. 10th September 
3. Community Forum 18th September 
4. Somerset Playing Fields association 19th September 
5. Hinkley Point SSG meeting 23rd September 
13/10/25 Items for the next meeting
1. Seeds big draw event 28th October 
2. LCN Highways 21st October
3. Flood Risk Management 23rd October
4. Wilder Together 18th October 
14/10/25 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 11th November 2025 
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Clerk to Cannington Parish Council – 30/10/2025
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