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Minutes of the meeting of Cannington Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Tuesday 9th September 2025 in Cannington Village Hall

Draft/Minutes
Present:
Parish Councillors: Ian Dyer, John Addison, Carole Taylor, Mike Andison, David Greenslade.                                                     
Chair: Ian Dyer
Somerset Councillors: Mike Caswell
Clerk: Rebecca Gaylor 
Members of the Public: 3

Public Session 
· A member of the public has been logging fly parking activity throughout the village. They have passed on a 3-page letter of their findings to EDF. As they are still awaiting a response from EDF on what action will be taken and will share this response with the Council when received.  
· Previously bus tags were not effectively being read by the machines on the buses. Following Covid, the scheme stopped completely, due to bus driver reports of receiving abuse on refusal to ride the bus. Cannington buses are now more regular, which is attracting more fly parking as they are seen as a quicker way to get work.
· Insurance concerns were also raised around the risk of people boarding the wrong bus. This could more than likely cause problems if for instance there was an accident.
· Residents stressed the importance of focusing on what can be done, rather than what cannot. There was also a request for the council to provide data on how many people have been removed from site under the (three strike rule)
· It was suggested that we consider asking the HPC workers in the village to walk to the bus stop rather than drive for convenience, as this approach has already been implemented successfully in the neighbouring village of Combwich.
· Concerns were also raised about rooms being leased to HPC workers, which is contributing to increased congestion in the village. It was advised that providing additional parking spaces would not be an effective solution to this issue.
01/09/25 Declaration of Members’ Interests


Council Session

02/09/25 Apologies for Absence
Shaun Ryall, Steve Pettitt, Jack Popham and Mike Casswell

03/09/25 Minutes of Meeting held on 8th July 2025
The minutes held on the on the 8th July 2025 were approved.

04/09/25 Matters Arising not covered by separate agenda item

05/09/25 Planning matters

New planning 

1. 13/25/00017-Denmans Farm application for approval of reserved matters following Outline Application 13/24/00019 for the access, appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale for the erection of 1 No.dwelling. This application was supported, but with a concern about limited space between buildings (“a tight squeeze”). Supported first cllr Carole Taylor and seconded by cllr Mike Andison.

2. 13/25/00018- Application for erection of 1no. dwelling. Denmans Farm, Denmans Lane, Cannington, Bridgwater, Somerset. To be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting 09/09/2025 Concerns were raised regarding parking provision and whether the design and appearance of the new dwelling will reflect the first dwelling.
It was agreed that this matter will be discussed further before a formal response or comment is confirmed.

13/ Planning decided
1. 13/25/00012 – Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of use of Agricultural Buildings to 5 No. Dwellinghouses (Class C3), and associated building operations. On Chilton Trivett Farm, Blackmoore Lane. Prior Approval Refused -Appeal Received 29/07/2025- Appeal Start date 11/08/2025.
2. 13/25/00016- Withiel Farm Change of use from agricultural covered livestock manure building and granary store (part building) To unit 5 and 6 for commercial use to include offices, light industrial (Class E) and (Class B8) distribution and storage and provision of solar photovoltaic (PV) panels to roofscape. Granted Permission

06/09/25 Reports (as applicable)
1. Highways and Parking Issues
· 20 mph speed limit
· A request has been sent to highways in regards to the completion of the 20mph roundels. The Council is yet to receive an update for completion. 
· Fly Parking
· It was confirmed that the Excel spreadsheet documenting fly parking is now up and running.
· The Army Cadet Hut was also raised in the meeting, although parking is provided in this area, staff are parking on the road instead of using the designated spaces.
· It was agreed to write a letter to address this issue.
2. Footpaths 
· It was noted that there used to be a public footpath running from Marsh Lane to Gurney Manor Mill. It appears that this route may have since been rescinded or is no longer formally recognised as a public right of way. However, observations were made that the former footpath gates remain unlocked and accessible, and that it is still possible to walk the route without restriction. This raised the question of whether the path now functions as a permissive footpath or whether it retains any formal public right of way status. It was advised to query this with cllr Jack Popham.
· It was noted that there are low-hanging branches at the bottom of Clifford Park. These branches present a potential hazard to park visitors. The matter to be reported to Somerset Council for inspection and necessary maintenance.
3. Highways
· It was noted that when entering the village via the chicane, there are frequent issues with vehicles emerging from Southbrook. Observations that drivers are ignoring the fact that Southbrook is a T-junction and are proceeding to pull out into traffic. The matter of road markings was discussed, with consensus that clearer markings could help reduce driver confusion and improve safety at this location.
· Concerns were raised regarding the increased use of the Meadow Mews footpath by cyclists traveling to the pump track. As this is a designated footpath, it was noted that cycling past Meadow Mews is potentially dangerous due to vehicles exiting driveways along the route. There was discussion of the possibility of installing signage to request that cyclists dismount when using the footpath, in order, to improve safety for pedestrians and reduce risk of accidents.
· A final quote from Kier has now been provided and lands at £16,011.20 for the total of 51 Iron bollards. This will ensure the safety of pedestrians and stop the parking on the pavement. Cllr John Addison proposed the council proceed with the bollard project, this was seconded by cllr David Greenslade, then agreed unanimously. 
4. Speed Indicator Device.
5. Defibrillator 
· In regards to a demonstration on how to use the defibrillator. It was noted that the company supplying the defibrillators offers training upon request. The college will be contacted to arrange bleed kit training.
6. Village Maintenance
7. NHP
8. Otters Brook
9. Play area
· The tractor trailer in the play area should be fitted in a weeks’ time. It was suggested that the pre-school could be invited to take part in an opening event for the new equipment.
10. Dowsborough LCN AGM
11. Flood Wessex Environment Agency drop-in centre 
12. LCN Highways
13. Southbrook
· Councillors reviewed the situation at Southbrook Crescent and recommended getting quotes to remove the existing posts and chains and install standalone posts instead.
07/09/25 Capital/CIM fund projects
1. Footbridge between Otters Brook and the play area
2. Northbrook Garages
3. Rodway car park 
· EDF reported that a vehicle was damaged in the car park due to a child exiting the pump track at speed and colliding with the parked car. EDF suggested that to prevent similar incidents in the future, a gated chicane could be installed at the exit from the pump track to the car park, thereby controlling the flow of cyclists and enhancing safety for both pedestrians and vehicles.

08/09/25 Financial Matters
1. Payments - The following to be approved for payment
	Name of Payee                
	Description of cheque
	Cheque 
	Amount

	Additional payments made since the last meeting: -

	Cannington Village Hall
	Hire of Parish Community Room August 2025 
	S/O
	£250.00

	Heart Internet
	Exchange mailbox Aug 2025  
	DD
	£12.00

	Rebecca Gaylor
	Clerk’s salary (July) 
	Tfer
	£1,347.94

	Steve Bull
	Grounds Maintenance (July)
	Tfer
	£720.00

	Trailer Engineering 
	Carriage Fee 
	Tfer
	£54.00

	Trailer Engineering 
	Replacement water bowser and reel hose.
	Tfer
	£5,301.36

	Trailer Engineering 
	As the Water bowser was located by the police. The replacement water bowser order was cancelled and refunded. Unfortunately, the hose reel was none refundable.
	Refund
	-£4,463.36

	Rebecca Gaylor 
	Football Nets for playing field 
	Tfer
	£131.92

	David Howe
	Watering of tubs and barrier baskets. July  
	Tfer
	£1,105.00

	Burnham Toilet Hire 
	Portaloo for playing fields (July)
	Tfer
	£110.88

	EDF
	Electricity for the Pavillion Playing Fields (01 July-31 July) 
	Tfer
	£40.60

	BT
	Phone and Broadband services for July  
	Tfer
	£62.34

	Greenslades
	Grounds Maintenance and Rodway Playing Fields July
	Tfer
	£1,988.88

	EDF 
	Electricity for the Pavillion Playing Fields (01 August-31 August) 
	Tfer
	£40.60 

	E J Hillman Fencing
	Removal and erect new post and rail fencing with netting in cemetery.  
	Tfer
	£1,062.00

	EDF
	Electricity for Xmas lights (01 July – 31 July) 
	Tfer
	£19.53

	Kem Tech
	Computer performance upgrade, F secure Internet security.  
	
	£240.00

	The following payments are due:
	
	
	


2. To Accounts for July and August 2025 were previously circulated to all councillors and agreed as a true record. The balance as at 31 August was £244,194.92 including reserves of £199,194.92
3. The Budget Statement for August 2025 had previously been circulated to councillors.
09/09/25 Henry Rogers Almshouse 
· [bookmark: _Hlk202360302]The Accounts Mandate form for Barclays has been submitted. Approval is expected within the next few weeks.
· Arrangements will be made for a certified fire risk assessment.
10/09/25 Standing Orders
· Were revised and agreed by all councillors.

11/09/25 Correspondence and matters to discuss
· A quote has been requested from Kier to add a bench to the bollard instalment. The council are still awaiting a response.
· The village water bowser was stolen and reported to the police. A replacement was purchased. However, the original was later recovered following a social media sighting and police retrieval. A refund was issued by Trailer Engineering, though the hose reel was non-refundable. 
· A fire occurred in the cemetery, believed to have started from the burning of garden waste. No one was harmed. 
· A fire occurred in the flat above the SPAR shop, resulting in the loss of a family’s belongings, though no injuries were reported. The Spar however does remain closed.
· The top fence at the cemetery has been replaced shortly after the crop harvest.
· Christmas lights.
· Cannington Christmas event, held on the first Saturday of December for over 28 years, faces funding and volunteer challenges this year. 
· The Council have agreed to organise a finance meeting to look, into how they can support Cannington Christmas. 
· It was agreed that the Christmas lights are to be put up on the 29th of November, to make sure they are all working before the switch on. 
· It was agreed to donate £30 to Somerset Arts work.
· Grant application from Cannington Pantomime Society, to assist with new materials, due to this performance being their 25th year.  

12/09/25 Posts of Responsibility – reports where applicable
Review committee membership and posts of responsibility
a. Allotments –Clerk.
· Allotment 5,6,7,8 and 9 have requested for a pipe to be put into the ground to make watering easier. This request is under consideration.
b. Brook – Cllr Ian Dyer 
c. [bookmark: _Hlk134003708]Bus Partnership 
d. Cannington in Bloom – Clerk and Cllr Steve Pettitt
e. Cemetery – Clerk and Cllrs Ian Dyer and Mike Andison
f. College – Chairman Ian Dyer. 
g. Jubilee Gardens– Cllr John Addison 
h. There is a stone missing from the retaining wall in the Brook, that needs to be filled. This may have to wait until the summer. 
i. Playing fields/amenities including Pump Track– Cllrs Jack Popham and Mike Andison
· There were squirrels in the roof of the pavilion which could have caused risk to the electricals, they have now been removed by pest control. 
· The start of the football season has started so there will be a game most Sundays in the playing fields. 
· The new bin has now been fitted by Somerset Council. 
j. Village Hall – Cllr Mike Andison

13/09/25 Matters of Report
1. Alms House inspection 12th August  
2. Flood Wessex Lunch and Learn 21st August
3. Learn to save a life on International Overdose Awareness Day 29th August
4. Q&A Sessions on the Local Transport Plan Consultation 20th August

14/09/25 Items for the next meeting
1. Alms House Trustee regional meeting 10th September
2. Environment Agency’s Hinkley Point Meet the Regulator. 10th September 
3. Community Forum 18th September 
4. Somerset Playing Fields association 19th September 
5. Hinkley Point SSG meeting 23rd September 

15/09/25 Date and Time of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 14th October 2025 
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Clerk to Cannington Parish Council – 09/09/2025
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