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LOCAL POLICE 

Emergencies 999 – Non Emergency 101 
Crimestoppers – 0800 555 111 
 
PCSO OFFICER 

7628 Jason Wyatt - 0780 287 4663 
          7628@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 
 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Ian Liddell-Grainger – 01278 458383 
             ianliddellgrainger@hotmail.co.uk 
 

SOMERSET COUNCIL – 0300 123 2224 
County Hall, The Crescent, Taunton, TA1 4DY 
             generalenquiries@somerset .gov.uk 
 
BRIDGWATER JOB CENTRE PLUS 
Hanover House, North Gate , Bridgwater,TA6 3HJ 
     Telephone: 0800 169 0190  
                           Textphone: 0845 608 8551  
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Mike Caswell – 01278 652 043 
             caswell5967@btinternet.com  
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Brian Bolt – bbolty@hotmail.com  
 
 
PARISH COUNCILLORS  

Ian Dyer  – (Chairman) – 07740 076675  
             dyerfarm@aol.com 
John Addison - (Vice Chair) 07527 120220 
 

Tina Gardener (Clerk to Council) 01278 653 322 

    Aly Prowse (Deputy Clerk)  
Cannington Parish Council, Community Office, 
Village Hall, Brook Street, TA5 2HP 
    Canningtonparishcouncil@cannington.org.uk  
                www.cannington.org.uk  
opening hours: Mon & Thurs. 10.00am–12.00 noon 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – 0370 850 6506 
             environmentalservices@sedgemoor.gov.uk 
 
 
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR – 0300 303 7800 
 
 

CITIZENS ADVICE SEDGEMOOR – 0808 278 7842 

Victoria CC, Victoria Park Drive, TA6 7AS 
      advice@citizensadvicesedgemoor.org.uk   
 
WASTE AND RECYCLING – 01278 444 877 
Saltlands Recycling Centre, Chilton Trinity, TA6 3JS 
 
 
Although I have tried to be as accurate as  
possible, can you contact me if you see an error or 
if you think there is another number that would 
be useful.  
                                                                 (Shaun, Editor) 

 
CANNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE 

Mill Lane, Cannington, TA 2HB  
Reception: 01278 652 335 – if closed, NHS 111 
Repeat prescription number: 01278 655 464 
      somccg.canningtonhc-reception@.nhs.uk 
 
 ST.MARY’S CHURCH,  

 Revd. Alison Waters—Tel: 01278 652 953  
The Rectory, 27 Brook Street, Cannington, TA5 2HP 
         cannington.benefice@gmail.com  
 UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

49 High Street, Cannington, TA5 2HF   
                   01278 447 153 
Cannington URC Secretary: 
             CanningtonSecretary@westcan.co.uk 
  
EDUCATION 

Cannington C of E Primary School –  652 368 

Brook Street, Cannington, TA5 2HP 
        office@cannington.somerset.sch.uk  
 Cannington Pre-school – 01278 652 720 
        canningtonpreschool1@yahoo.co.uk 
 Brymore Academy – 01278 652 369 
Brymore Way, High Street, Cannington, TA5 2NB 
         office@brymore.somerset.sch.uk  
 
 
CANNINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

Brook Street, Cannington, TA5 2HP 
Rose Morgan – Booking Secretary:01278 652 102 
 
 
CANNINGTON PANTOMIME SOCIETY 

www.canningtonpanto.co.uk – 07500 150 640 
     canningtonpanto@gmail.com 
 
 
CANNINGTON IN BLOOM 

Steve Pettit (Chair)  
         pett508418@aol.com 
    
Somerset Community and Village Agents 
CCS, Viney Court,Viney Street, Taunton TA 3FB 

    01823 331 222 - info@somersetrcc.org.uk 
   

 If you suspect a vehicle has been 
fly-parked in the village, please 
contact the Hinkley Point C  
 Enquiries team on 0333 009 7070  
 

For more information, please visit             
Cannington’s website, where there 
is a large directory of all of       
Cannington’s businesses  
and activities:   
          www.cannington.org.uk                                                           
                      

mailto:ianliddellgrainger@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:caswell5967@btinternet.com
mailto:bbolty@hotmail.com
mailto:parishcouncil@cannington.org.uk
http://www.cannington.org.uk
mailto:environmentalservices@sedgemoor.gov.uk
mailto:reception@canningtonhc.nhs.uk
mailto:Cannington.benefice@gmail.com
mailto:office@cannington.somerset.sch.uk
mailto:canningtonpreschool1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:office@brymore.somerset.sch.uk
http://www.canningtonpanto.co.uk/
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 A belated Happy New Year to you 
all and may you achieve  whatever you set 
out to do in the coming year. 

 Wow! The last three months have been a busy 
period for everyone with so many activities taking 
place in the village. 
 The Christmas tree festival was a great success 
with so many well decorated trees and the houses that 
brightened up the night sky with their variety of lights 
and figures all go to show that people are prepared to 
make the effort and have a go. 
 The parade of children and adults with their 
glittering stars, opened the Jubilee Gardens lighting of 
the Christmas lights ceremony. Despite the cold 
weather, it was, as usual, well attended with a variety 
of stalls  selling gifts, raffle tickets and a gamut of 
food and drinks; the mulled wine in particular was so 
popular that stocks had to be replenished. The carol 
singing was a joy to hear with many people joining in. 
 Christmas is said to be a time for giving and 
the generosity of the village knows no bounds,       
supporting many charities including the Musgrove 
Leukaemia Group (see page 11), the Brownies Café 
that raised funds for British Heart Foundation (see 
page 16) and the annual New Year’s Day charity football 
match that raises money for Children’s Hospice SW 
and has been running for over 40 years. (see page 42) 
 Any gardeners out there? If so, a date for your 
diary would be June 9th when the Cannington Open 
Gardens event takes place, so it will soon be time to 
start sprucing up your garden; whether it’s big or 
small, wild or cultivated, all will be welcome. If 
you’re proud of your patch, get in touch with Catherine 
Nightingale for more information (see page 34).     
Unfortunately, Cathy recently broke  her wrist so we 
all wish her well and a quick recovery. 
 Finally, another date for your diary - 15th February. 
It’s Panto time! Oh no it isn’t, Oh yes it is (sorry, it 
had to be done). The Little Mermaid is on for three 
nights and a matinee on Saturday, so don’t be slow in 
getting your tickets as I’m sure they will soon sell out. 
It’s always a good night’s entertainment.  
 As usual, my thanks to Kate for her support 
and to all those who give up their time to deliver The 
Target around the village. 

Shaun (Editor) 
 
N.B.2024 Is a leap year so gentlemen 
beware! A leap year offers women 
the once-every-four-years opportunity to 
get on one knee and pop the      
question rather than wait for a man 
to get up his nerve.  
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Environment Agency 
Following the widespread effects of the recent storms and gales, both on the coast 

and inland, we would like to stress the importance of reporting flooding. If your home or 
business has flooded, please make sure you report it as soon as you are able to. There are 
lots of reasons why you should report flooding, most importantly so authorities and    
agencies can respond to close roads, unblock gullies, and provide an emergency response 
if required.  

While we do have a significant number of staff out on the ground, due to the scale 
of the event we were unable to cover all areas. We are seeking to build a comprehensive 
picture of impacts across Wessex so we would be very grateful if you could provide any 
available information regarding flooding in your area with as much detail as possible on 
timing and location. Please report online using the Flood Online Reporting Tool or you 
can respond by contacting the Environment Agency Incident 
Hotline on 0800 80 70 60.  

                  In an emergency please dial 999. 
 

Useful information includes: 
*Residential and commercial properties that are known to 

have flooded 
*Road, rail or other transport infrastructure affected 
*Any photos or videos of the above and inundated areas of floodplains 

Find out more Blog: The Importance of Reporting Flooding | The Flood Hub 
 Our advice to the public is to: 
 Stay safe and not enter floodwater. 
 Stay away from seafronts, quaysides and jetties, due to the risk of overtopping by 
waves. 
 Call Floodline on 0345 988 1188 for updates on flooding, to sign up for flood       
warnings, or to report flooding. 
 Go to the Gov.uk website or search ‘know my flood risk’ to sign up for Environment 
Agency flood warnings, receive information on the risk in your area and what to do in a 
flood.   
Sign up for Flood Warnings 

Visit the Environment Agency website www.gov.uk/environment-agency which contains 
information on current river levels and flooding  

 Follow us on X, formerly known as Twitter,      
 @EnvAgencySW 

 Visit our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/        
 environmentagencywessex  
 

 What did one DNA say to the other DNA? “Do these genes make me look fat?”  
  My IQ test results came back. They were negative.  
 What do you call a hippie’s wife? Mississippi.  
  Among the things that are so simple even a child can operate them are parents.  
 Two men walk into a bar. You’d think at least one of them would have ducked.  
  If you arrest a mime, do you have to tell him he has the right to remain silent?  
 What do you call a parade of rabbits hopping backward? A receding hare line.  
  This is my step ladder. I never knew my real ladder. 

https://swim.geowessex.com/uk
https://thefloodhub.co.uk/blog-the-importance-of-reporting-flooding/
https://environment-agency.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995e19facf867522c99386500&id=5fae9d41a4&e=eeb2ecf7fb
http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency
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YOUR PROFESSIONAL NEWSAGENT  
 

NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, GREETINGS 
CARDS, CONFECTIONERY.  

 
We now stock chilled drinks, milk, tea & 

coffee, sugar, biscuits etc. 
 

 

CANNINGTON 
NEWS 

 C J CERAMICS 
 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WALL & FLOOR TILING 
Free Quotations 

 
 

         
         COLIN REGAN,                                                                                               
            19 RYDON CRESCENT, 
               CANNINGTON,   
     BRIDGWATER, 

 TA5 2JT 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

MOBILE 07742 908100  
  

email:colinregan55@gmail.com                                                                  

Martin’s Taxi Hire 
                                              Your local taxi for long and short journeys 

 

Airports 

     Sea Ports 

        Pubs & Clubs 

           Weddings 

              4 Seater 
 

 

CALL: 07789636120 

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE 
 

 PHONE: 652839 
RJ. JF. & JP Tansley 
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Cannington Christmas Lights 2023 

2nd 1st 

3rd 



7 

 

Weather report for October - December 
 
          October like September was a warmer and wetter month 
than average. The daytime and night-time averages of 17.7c and 10.2c 
were some two and a half degrees above normal. Rainfall of 111mm 
was 34mm above average, making it the wettest month by far this year. 
The 13

th
 and the 18

th
 were the wettest days, with 20.6mm and 22.4mm being recorded. The   

total for the year so far is 619mm. This is 26mm above what we would expect in the 
first ten months of an average year. 
          November continued the trend of the last few months, being warmer and 
wetter than average, although an easterly wind brought us some colder weather and 
two air frosts during the last few days. Daytime and night-time averages were 12.4c 
and 6.8c. These were about a degree above normal figures. The recorded rainfall 
was 102.4mm. This is about a third more than a normal November. The total for the 
year so far of 722mm is 50mm over average.  
          December, like November was wetter and warmer than average. The first 
few days saw the only air frosts of the month then the milder weather set in. The daily 
highs averaged 11.2c some three degrees higher than normal. Lows were similarly 
well above average at 7.2c.  There was one particularly wet day. 20mm was recorded 
on the 4

th
. The monthly total of 88.4mm was just 6mm above the average. 
          2023 as well as being one of the warmest on record was the wettest 

we have had for some time. The annual total of 811mm was 56mm above 

average. Our wettest day was the 17
th
 September when we recorded 

28.4mm. Our highest temperature was only 28.1c on July the 7
th
; we have 

often recorded over 30c in earlier years.                                   David Daggar 
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CANNINGTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
High Street TA5 2HF 

 
Our worship has evolved as “hybrid,” so you can join us either from home on Zoom 

most Sundays or on our premises. We are excited about this new concept to move 

church into modern life and have invested in technology to enable us to do so. 

Sunday Service 9.30am 

We are at present without a Minister but we have a team covering a variety of  

preaching arrangements during the vacancy.  

 

   Lunch Club  

Most Tuesdays at 12.30pm - £6 per person 

All are welcome - Contact: Gina Bryant, Tel 01278 652796 

 

Time Out 

An informal gathering at lunch time every alternate Friday  

12 noon to 2pm  

We will provide the space plus teas and coffees. 

                      You bring your friends and your own snack lunch  

                     Join us for a social time to chat with friends or meet new ones  

                                         Contact:   Margaret Boyd    01278 653214 

 

Cannington Food Pantry  

For those struggling to feed themselves and their family, food can be collected from the          

 church foyer on Monday 2.00pm - 3.00pm, Tuesday 9.00 - 2.30,  

                                     Thursday 10.30 - 11.30 and Sundays 9.00 - 11.30 

  For more information – Contact Claire Atkinson  Tel: 07467878750 

 

Future Events 

Community Craft afternoon Saturday 23 March from 2pm 

Easter Messy Church on Good Friday 29th March 

For Church information please contact:  Gina Bryant   bryant76@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01278 652796  or Karen Langford Cannington Secretary@westcan.co.uk 

 Church Office    admin@westcan.co.uk Tel: 01278 447153 

 

For Church bookings please contact: Joy Deakin  joydeakin149@gmail.com      
                                                        Tel: 01278652728 

mailto:bryant76@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@westcan.co.uk
mailto:joydeakin149@gmail.com
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Clinical Hypnotherapy with Debbie Mckenna 

DSFH, HPD, CNCH, BSc (Hons) 
 

I use NLP, direct trance and solution focused           
conversation to instigate behaviour change to      
enable you to be the best version of yourself 

 

   Smoke free-Anxiety-Confidence-IBS-Phobias & much more 
 

www.quantockhypnotherapy.co.uk  
quantockhypnotherapy@gmail.com  

Tel:07511679891 

Face to face or online sessions both available in Spaxton 

Children’s work at the United  Reformed 
Church Cannington, High Street, TA5 2HF  

http://www.quantockhypnotherapy.co.uk
mailto:quantockhypnotherapy@gmail.com
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MARK BACON 
                               Friendly, Local and Reliable 
 

 Garden Maintenance 
   Stone and Brickwork 

    Patios and Fencing 
  Hedge Cutting 
      Grass Cutting 

   work guaranteed and fully insured. 
 

                   07500 217669 

 Do you know of someone who deserves recognition for 
their efforts? It may be a sporting achievement, public     
service, charity work or helping in the community. If so, let 
me know the details, with  picture if possible, and I will  
highlight their efforts in the Target. 
        Shaun (Editor). My details are on page 75. 
 

DO YOU FANCY OUR 
FISH & CHIPS? 
WE WILL BE IN 

CANNINGTON EVERY 
SATURDAY 

     (ON MAIN ROAD) 
 

      5.00pm – 8.30pm 
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 Recently, Louise Hooper organised a raffle in aid of Musgrove Leukaemia Group and 
the response was fantastic, both in the amount of prizes donated and the tickets sold; so much 
so that £1,600 was raised for the charity. Pictured above on the left with Louise, is Grace, Landlady of the 
Rose and Crown where the raffle was held, and Gaynor, who helped sell the tickets. The picture 
on the right shows Maureen Hudson M.B.E., ambassador for the MLG, accepting the cheque on 
their behalf. Well done to all concerned. 
Below is a note I received from Maureen: 

 “Louise Hooper has raised an amazing £2216.00 
for the MLG Somerset in a year. Her hard work and                   
dedication supporting the group over many years is really  
appreciated by group members and the many patients    
being treated at Musgrove Park Hospital. I would like to 
thank her personally for all her help - WELL DONE 
LOUISE, you’re a star.”          Maureen Hudson M.B.E. 

 On the 3rd of October, Maisie travelled out to Bulgaria as 
part of the England Team to take part in the European Majorettes    
Championships. The opening ceremony took place in the amphitheatre in 
Plovdiv which set the scene for the next few days!  

 She performed her routine brilliantly and didn't show any 
nerves whatsoever, competing against athletes from France,       
Croatia, Wales & Holland! She then had a long wait until the end of 
the competition on Sunday to find out the results where she was 
crowned European champion! A huge achievement as this was the 
first year she had performed a solo & only her second year of     
competing in Majorettes! Not only did she get gold as a soloist but 
they took silver for the team performance she was in as well!  

 She's now back home and back to training, planning next year’s routines with her 
team Elysian Twirlers who are based in Bridgwater. She wants to say the biggest thank you 
to Faye & Philippa Martin her coaches at Elysian who plan and choreograph all the routines. 
In total the team brought home 2 gold medals, 3 sliver, 3 bronze and 5 top 6 placings! Which 
is just amazing!                 Sam 
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Modern & Friendly Environment  
 Gift Vouchers Available   
Ladies Gents & Children  

 Full Disabled Access  
 

 East Street Cannington TA5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251 

 

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------

- 

Chiropody-Plus  

Grace Brown  
M Inst CH P   HCPC Reg no. Ch23926 

CHIROPODIST 
 

  Nail Cutting & Filing 
  Hard Skin & Thickened Nails 

  Corn & Callus Removal 
  Treatment of Ingrowing Toe Nails 
  Advice on Diabetic Foot Care  
  General Foot Health 
 

 
Grace has over 15 years of experience as a Chiropodist and currently runs a 

busy & successful practice at Browns hair & beauty, Cannington. 
 

Grace offers FREE CONSULTATIONS to all her clients. 
 

Why not give her a call on 01278-651251 

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk 
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 Cannington Brownies 
 This evening was our first meeting back after Christmas, so 
we sat down with the girls and asked what they wanted to write 
for the Target. “We watched Wish at the cinema with over 200     
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides – it was so good” 
 The Brownies have been working towards their Charity and 
First Aid badges and we would like to thank you Liz and Dean for helping us with 
the first aid badge. 

 We had a Brownie Café to raise money for the British 
Heart Foundation; we made cakes and served tea and coffee.   
Altogether we raised £610 helped by lots of family and friends. 
Comments from some of the Brownies were “It made me happy” 
said Florence T – “I felt proud and important” said Arwen, and      

Florence G commented that “I felt like we were saving lives” 
 Three Brownies and two Leaders then delivered the money to the BHF 
shop in Taunton where they were greeted by the store manager, 
Jacqui. She was very impressed and sent us a thank you card.  
(see below). 

We were so proud of our girls! 
The Christmas tree festival came next and we started    

making Angels for our tree. We used dolly pegs and made pom pom 
skirts. The Angels looked beautiful and we were delighted to be voted 
second, even if Florence thought “the wings looked like elephant 
ears”! 

Finally our term finished with a Christmas party held in McDonalds at 
Dunball and we had such a lovely time. The staff went to lots of trouble decorating 
our tables and looking after us. 

We wish you all a happy New Year                       The Brownies and Owls 
  
 “Dear 1st Cannington Brownies, well done and thank you so           
very much for raising such a wonderful amount of money. You 
should all be very proud to know your donation will go to help so 
many lives. Your money will help to stop heart attacks and 
strokes, mend broken hearts, and support children and  adults 

with heart disease. We spend money on: 
+    Research to make new heart tissue to prevent heart failure 
+    We have funded over 1600 defibrillators in public places 
+    We have funded research to find medicines to stop blood clotting for 1000’s      
 of heart attack patients  
One day we hope we will stop heart break forever! So once again, thank you all.          
Jacqui, Store Manager, Taunton British Heart Foundation 

Letter to the Editor: 
Dear Brownies, I would like to say well done to you all in the 1st Cannington pack for organising 
the coffee and cake afternoon in the village hall for charity in November last year. 
 My husband and I were so impressed with your waitressing skills, taking our drinks   
orders and making sure we knew where to go to choose our cake, from a huge selection. It was 

a most enjoyable afternoon and I hope you raised a large sum towards your chosen charity. 
 Thank you Brownies, Brown Owl and the adults who helped to make the afternoon go so 
well. Best wishes for the future,     Mary Ryall 
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COLIN WILKINS 

 

 
Painting, Decorating & Tiling 
General House Maintenance 
No job too big or too small 

No obligation quotes 
 
 

 
Tel 01278 651229                                                  
Mobile: 07576589979 

  

 Sunday Family Swim 10.30am to 12.30pm 

Monday Lanes Swim 6.30pm to 8.15pm 

Tuesday Adult Swim 7.45am to 10.00am 

Wednesday Adult Swim 7.45am to 10.00am 
Thursday Adult swim 7.45am to 10.00am 

Thursday Lanes Swim 6.30pm to 8.15pm 

    Closed - 20/08/23 
  Re-opens - 06/09/23 
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or  call  07834 594 
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01278 651047 

Rated 5 stars for our  Food Hygiene 

 

www.canningtonbakery.co.uk 

  

Wishing everyone a very happy  
and healthy New Year.  

Thank you for your continued support 

  

  

Find us in Brook Street next  to Croft’s Butchers 

Mon 6:30 - 14:00                                       
Tues - Fri 6:30-16:00  

Sat 6:30-13:00 

  

Delicious Hot X Buns  
   and Easter Biscuits  

Coming soon 
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    DYLAN GLYN 
 

PLUMBER 

 

01278 433286 
07902 235870 

 

         “Specialising in Taps ‘n’ Toilet Repairs!” 
 

Public Liability Insurance 
City & Guilds Qualified    

       Over 20 years Experience 
 Friendly Service :-) 

 
 

Please check out my reviews at: www.dgs.freeindex.co.uk 
 

19 Viscount Square, Wembdon, TA6 3TZ 

Proper Plumbing, Done Properly, First Time! 
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The days are getting longer… and the first shoots of 

the new season are peeping through. Not long now. 

Since Cannington’s amazing results in the South West in Bloom competition, the 

bloomers have been fully occupied with the traditional seasonal activities – and there have 

been plenty!  

The chutney making team harvested local apples to make over 60 jars of Cannington’s own 

brand relish. We are still busy selling the last few jars and they make really lovely gifts. Locally 

sourced and locally made. All proceeds go back into making our village look beautiful. See    

details of how to buy at the foot of the page. 

Our buckets o’ bulbs (a steal at £8) have been layered up with 

daffodils, tulips and spring flowering plants planted into scrummy   

compost which guarantees spectacular spring displays. And after    

flowering, the plants and bulbs can be used to stock your flowerbeds 

and borders. There are still some available, but they’re going fast. 

Our social calendar gets quite full in the build up to Christmas and it’s an opportunity for 

us to spread our creative wings. Our star making workshop proved really popular and helped 

bring a little bit of magic to Cannington Christmas – in spite of the cold, Father Christmas and his elves were 

joined by over 50 little stars in the procession to mark the lighting up of the Christmas lights. 

And what a turn out there was… the bloomers were blown away by 

the appetite for mulled wine and hot dogs – so much so that we had 

to send out for more supplies!  

 It was a lovely way for our village to come together to mark 

the beginning of the festive season. We’d like to say a big thank you 

to everyone who contributed to the organisation of the event and       

indeed all of you who wrapped up warm and came along to make the evening a great      

success. 

The Cannington in Bloom pub quiz as always, was as popular as ever – thank you to 

The Friendly Spirit for hosting and to all you quizzers – it really helps to keep Cannington 

blooming in 2024. 

Cannington in Bloom, alongside other village organisations are making plans for 2024, 

building on the success and support we’ve enjoyed in the past two years since the end of 

lockdown. CIB are proud that our village is not only made beautiful through flowers, but also 

by the vibrancy, creativity and energy of our community. Keep a look out for more community 

projects and initiatives in 2024 – it’s going to be another blooming year to remember.                         

         NEW MEMBERS WELCOME: Phone/message 07734 113880   

                 CHUTNEY/BUCKETS ‘O BULBS: Phone 01278 652273                                       

NEWS/EVENTS: Facebook: Cannington in Bloom (scan the QR code)  

STOP PRESS - we are looking for some-one to take on watering                  

      our tubs and barrier baskets. See the advert on Page 36 
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   Cannington Christmas Tree Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Winners - Bellringers           Stitches  
          Yarn Bombers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      Cannington in Bloom 
 

      Sunday Club 
 

           Men’s Shed          Atkinson’s  WI                Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Photos Taken 
              By 
                    Jeff Talbot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the 
Brownies  
entry, see  
page 16 
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Somerset Council Waste Services 
If your collection day is changing you should have received 

a letter in the post. 
Make sure to take a note of the day and be ready to put your boxes 
out on your new day from 12 February. 
                         We'll be sending out calendars soon! 

All the costs for sending information out about the changes 
to collection days are being met by our contractor. This is at no cost 
to Somerset Council, and the change to collections should be more   
efficient, reliable and less carbon-intensive. 

Everyone (in phase one) will get a service guide with collection day calendar at the end 
of the month, but only those with a changing collection day or change to the week that rubbish 
is collected will get a letter in advance of that. 

It’s really important that people know their collection days - direct mailing is still the 
best way to get information to everyone, including those not online, and writing twice makes 
sure that people affected are looking out for their calendar and don’t miss it when it comes. 

 

  Cannington WI 
 The ladies of Cannington Women’s Institute continue to meet on 
the   second Monday of each month in the Village Hall at 2.30pm. There 
is a lift available if required.  

Our speaker in November was Helen Walker who gave us a very interesting and informative talk 
about her life as a local Magistrate.  

Our Christmas Lunch in December which took place at Blackmore Farm was not only a 
great success but a great adventure also.  Whilst we were all busy tucking into our delicious 
meal the rain came down in torrents and we were informed by Ian Dyer that we were actually 
trapped in by flood water!  Ever resourceful Ian offered to ferry us down the lane two at a time 
in his tractor where we were met by the son of one of our members who kindly ferried us to our 
homes, again two by two!  Some of us had never ridden in a tractor so that was a first but to 
climb in and out was quite a challenge but we all got home safely.  

In January we had a talk by Sarah Bennett, our Village Agent.  She was extremely helpful 
and pointed us to various means of obtaining help should we need it.  
Upcoming Events:-  

February - a change of date this month so as not to clash with the pantomime. We are  
 meeting on Monday 5th February at 12.00 for 12.30 for a lunch of Soup and Pud.  
  March 11th - Chris Hocking will be speaking about Bridgwater Carnival.  
   April 8th - We will be have a film afternoon with ice cream etc.  

Obviously, like all organisations, we are always looking for new members and would   
welcome all newcomers.  
Information from:-  Mrs Sheila Fry (President) - 01278 229680  
                                      Mrs Doreen Bunch - 01278 653969  

IS FRET SAWING YOUR HOBBY?  
A Cannington resident requires 2 dozen shapes 
(approx. 9 inch by 2inch) cut out of 5mm thick 

wood or plastic each year. Could you make 
these? Happy to buy them.  

Please email: indexgolf@sky.com  

https://www.facebook.com/SomersetWaste?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXAN6HjiyprRaWv_Y27xKIPWzFDFUmoW-kujkyqHXOiHHR5cb5a80qeJjaQYGKFjJFhQHWGAVYf7H2NoYw4SsoV5TpIvNPrRvx8SSAoetguX2f6klRr2k-sgsQJLDVkmpPceCcILiU_weIZpR-iuHTBXA3pyUJlEgqESJ2X-LwYY-UR1-NUo0HOEHPmEtmkJtPO3_sffmDO-
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  Main Road, Cannington, TA5 2JN 
Tel 01278 652265 

* GIFTS & GREETINGS CARDS 

 

* BIRD FOOD & FEEDERS 
* DIY & GARDENING 

 
We now stock women’s clothing and lots of new 

items for the kitchen and home! 
 

The Flower Shop is now in the main shop too! 
(Tel: 01278 653980) 

enquiries@bhwhiteandson.co.uk 

               

 Farm fresh milk  & 
6 milkshake flavours to  

choose from.  
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For 

Lower 
Accountancy Fees 

And a  
Better Quality Service 

 

N. E. OWENS & Co. (Est. 1989) 
Telephone 01278 425933:  

Specialising in: 
                ANNUAL ACCOUNTS   VAT TAXATION   TAX RETURNS 

 

Low Rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, 
Electricians and all Small Businesses. 

23+ successful years in business 
Online tax return and PAYE Return Service available 

Annual Accounts completed from £100 - Tax returns from £40 
  

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses 

22 St Mary Street, Bridgwater 
 

LOCAL STORAGE  
AVAILABLE. 

 

OUTSKIRTS OF THE VILLAGE 

 

NEW INSULATED 20ft CONTAINER 

 

IDEAL FOR WORK OR HOBBY OR 
CAR 

 

PLEASE CALL PETER  
07966 237119 

 
We live in such a lovely village,  

with so many groups and  
amenities, but in these difficult 

times let’s do that little extra and 
help each other where necessary.  

 
 

Please stay safe and healthy. 
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                 Kitchens  ‘N’  Bathrooms 

 

‘The Complete Installation Service’ 
 

Part refurbishment or complete modernization 
 

 I can supply, why not give my price a try! 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling 
For a free quote 

 
Call Tony  

 
Tel: 652848    Mobile: 07749912193 

Phone/Fax: 01278 664327      Mobile: 07388 100439 
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Facebook.com/canningtoncomputers 

 

Qualified Foot Health  
         Professional 
 

Home Visits 
 

          *Toenail Cutting  
 
            *Corn and Callous Removal 
 
 *Treating in-growing toenails 
 
 *Infection Treatment (Bacterial/Fungal/Verruca) 

 
    Confidential and Professional Service 
      

 
    Linda Baker Dip FH MCFHP MAFHP    

  07850 987170 

 
Tales from the tower 
 
 The Ringers recently enjoyed playing the hand bells at the 
Carol service at St Mary’s and have discussed finding time to 
practise this more frequently throughout the year. We also enjoyed taking part in 
the recent Christmas Tree Festival in church, it was an added bonus to receive 
the most votes for our entry. Next year we are leaving our male ringers to organise 
decorating our tree so we will see how they do! 
 At the beginning of December, the ringers had a very enjoyable Christmas   
Dinner at the Ancient Mariner pub in Nether Stowey, lovely food and company! 
 We were pleased once again to 
ring in the New Year in the Cannington 
Tower, our photo shows the New Year 
Ringers.  
 We held a social evening prior to 
this, sharing dinner and attempting to 
solve a murder mystery together. 
 We meet in church at 7.30pm 
on Tuesdays for our practice nights, 
come along and speak to one of us if 
you are interested in joining us. 
  Angela Underwood 
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Home-made products our speciality 
Providers of Prime Local Meats since 1953 

 

      

LOOK OUT FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFERS 
 

01278 652230 
6 Brook Street, Cannington, Bridgwater, Somerset TA5 2HP 

 
Opening Hours 

Tues, Wed & Thurs 7am—5pm 
Friday 7am—5pm Saturday 7am—1pm 

Croft Farm 
Family Butchers 

Cannington Open Gardens 
 

 Sunday 9th June 2024 - 1pm - 5pm.          
 

A variety of gardens for you to enjoy.  
  

All proceeds will be donated to Cannington in Bloom. 
  

Inspire and share your knowledge of gardening and wildlife 
with your neighbours and friends.  

 
Gardens big or small, wild or cultivated, all are of interest. 

 
Young gardeners can demonstrate their knowledge. 

 
To make a success of the day we need more  
gardens, do you have one you’re proud of? 

 
For more information contact Catherine Nightingale 

 01278 653406 or cathygdbm@icloud.com 

 Never date an apostrophe. They can be a little possessive. 
  Money talks. But all mine ever says is goodbye. 
 My wife told me to stop impersonating a flamingo. I had to put my foot down. 
  Do you think Noah included termites on the ark? 
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Cannington Parish Council Report 
 

Precept 
 I am sure you are all aware that Somerset Council is facing 
a huge budget deficit. One of the ways to reduce this is to pass on 
services to Parish and Town Councils. After much discussion the 
Parish Council has decided to take on all the grass cutting previously carried out by 
Clean Surroundings, Somerset Council. We have scrutinised our budget and adjusted 
our reserves where possible to keep the inevitable increase to a minimum. The parish       
precept is currently £40,000 (it has been at this level since 2012) and we will need to  
increase it to £50,000, this equates to £11.35 per annum for a Band D property. 
 
Dog Mess 
 We are constantly having complaints about inconsiderate dog users not clearing 
up after their dogs. The latest areas which have noticed an increase are the Marsh Lane 
and Chads Hill areas. The Council dog warden will be notified and asked to increase  
patrols of the area. It is most annoying especially when the Parish Council spends nearly 
£1,400 per year providing 10 dog bins. 
 
Parish Councillor Vacancy 
 Kym Wardhaugh has resigned from the Parish Council after 7½ years as a councillor. Kym 
is thanked for all her help and support during that time. Notices have been placed on the 
notice boards advertising the vacancy and if no request for an election has been made 
then this vacancy can be filled by co-option. If you are interested in becoming a councillor please 
contact the Clerks for an application, or download one from our website 
 
Jubilee Gardens Christmas Lights 
 A huge thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas Tree lights this 
year. It is very much appreciated. You will have noticed the lights weren’t always on all 
the time, this was due to the extreme weather conditions. A special mention to Andrew 
Taylor who constantly monitored the lights throughout Christmas and isolated the 
stretches that were waterlogged until they had a chance to dry out again. 
 
Parish Clerks- future vacancies 
 The Clerk and Deputy Clerk have both given notice that they wish 
to retire in 2025. If anyone would be interested in these positions, please 
contact the Clerks for further information. 

             Cannington in Bloom’s Flowers Need You! 
 

 A self-employed person is required to carry out the   
watering of the tubs and barrier baskets that are vitally       
important to the success of Cannington in Bloom. 

 The plants will require watering up to three times a 
week, mainly in the summer months, depending on the 
weather. 
   For further information please contact  
                       the Parish Clerk on 01278 653 332 
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Emergency Contact Numbers 
    For all emergencies including flooding 
(emergency flood line no longer in use).      

Please contact; Colin Allen 07799 451577    Ian Dyer 07740 076675,  
David Greenslade 07850 367994  or Mike Phillips 07746 973419 

https://www.fixmystreet.com to report Highway Issues 
Tel: 01823 345687 to report street lights not working (have the number 
found on the lamp post to hand) 
https://roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map to report issues on public rights of 
way 
 Finally, it would be appreciated if you have any non-emergency    
matters that you wish to report or discuss to contact the clerks in the first 
instance by email or phone (answer machine checked twice a week). 
 
         Tina Gardener, Clerk and Aly Prowse, Deputy Clerk  
            Mondays and Thursdays 10am to 12pm 

Community Room, Cannington Village Hall, Brook Street, Cannington,               
TA5 2HP, 01278 653322  

 canningtonparishcouncil@cannington.org.uk  
    https://www.cannington.orguk  

 The Parish Council have         
received an increasing number 
of complaints regarding dog 
fouling in and around the       
village.  
 Please be aware the local 
Dog Warden has been informed 
and will be carrying out extra 
patrols, and if you are caught, it 
will be a £100 fine. 
 Please be a responsible 
dog-owner and use one of the 
10 bins provided, at a cost of 
nearly £1400, (you pay for this 
through your council tax), to 
dispose of your dog waste, or 
take it home with you. There is 
no excuse  for this irresponsible   
behaviour.   
 

https://www.fixmystreet.com
https://roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map
mailto:canningtonparishcouncil@cannington.org.uk
https://www.cannington.orguk
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WOW!! What a response and what a creative lot 
you are. Thank you for your efforts and apologies if 
I haven’t mentioned your caption. This picture must 
have stretched your imagination to the limit as there 
were fewer responses this time There is an easier  
picture below for you to have another go.. 

The search for Cinderella has now become a police matter - Kev John Taylor 
Eeny, Meeny,  Miny, Moe, catch a model by the toe - Mike Radford 
One foot at a time - Jane Tarr 
Foot loose - Mary Ryall 
Alright, who pinched my boots - Wayne Ryall 
All the ones, legs eleven - Barry Lukins 
Is that you Mum? I’d know those ankles anywhere - Claire Ridgment 
Eye, Eye. There’s a hairy one - Mike Hill 
That pair would make a change from police boots - Carole Taylor 
You have a very arresting pair of ankles. I will have to ask you to accompany me to the  
Toeing the line - Liz Carter                                                                   station - Julia Williams 
You know the ladies like your uniform when you can identify them all by the soles of their 
Local Bobbies looking for missing soles - Lee Tolchard                            feet - Sam Norbury 
It got so serious, even the police are looking for Cinderella - Matt Davies 
Now then Mrs Marcos, are you going to come quietly? - Russell Salmon 
Before you leg it, let me look at them there feet! - Jane Bryant 
Clarks, Shoezone, M&S, Deuchmann, On Line……..- Roger Anniss 
I think that’s the wife, or it could be that one - Kim Cook 
You’re stepping out of line! - Ken Baker 
Legs eleven - Sylvia Rose and also Fi Hugill 
Is this the first ever episode of Naked Attraction? - Lisa Jarvis 
Allo! Allo! I’ve spotted a likely pair - Baul Doughy Poucher 
It’s number 3 Sarge, I’d recognise those ankles anywhere! - Nicki Berridge 
Hang on! There’s an odd number, one too many! - Anon 

 

 Can you use your        
creative skills and write a 

caption for this photo?   
 A selection of your      

answers will be revealed in 
the May edition of the Target. 
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 SHAUN IS LOOKING FOR SOME SIMPLY, STUNNING, 
STUPENDOUS, SCINTILLATING SOLUTIONS TO THE 

QUARTERLY QUIZ 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Thank you to everybody who took part in this quiz.  
Congratulations to Betty Edney who is the winner of the November quiz 
and wins a £10 cash prize (Answers P69). 
The first correct answer drawn out of the hat will win a cash prize of £10.  

 
 
 

1. Where would you be if you were standing on the Spanish Steps?  
2. What disease commonly spread on pirate ships?  
3. Who was the Ancient Greek God of the Sun?  
4. What year was the United Nations established?  
5. How many minutes are in a full week?  
6. How many faces does a Dodecahedron have?  
7. Queen guitarist Brian May is also an expert in what scientific field?  
8. Aureolin is a shade of what colour?  
9. What is the 4th letter of the Greek alphabet?  
10. What is a group of pandas known as?  
 

 

Answers to: shaunryall@talktalk.net or by post  or carrier pigeon to    
The Editor, Target Magazine, 14, Court Orchard, Cannington. TA5 2QH  

 

HAVE A GO! GOOD LUCK 

Big Carl’s spectacular dome lift caps the year at Hinkley Point C  
 The 245-tonne steel dome for Hinkley Point C’s first reactor building has 
been successfully lifted into place. This major milestone closes the roof on the 
reactor building, allowing the nuclear reactor itself to be installed in 2024.  
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Locations of Defibrillators in the village of Cannington: 
 
Public Accessible Defibrillators – 24h Access 
Cannington Bus Shelter – High Street 
Brook Street Telephone Box – Brook Street 
National College for Nuclear – Bridgwater and Taunton College 
Restricted Access Defibrillators (details included) 
BTC Cannington College Reception – Restricted to college opening times 
BTC Rodway Agricultural Innovation Centre – Restricted to college opening 
times 
BTC Cannington Golf Club  – Restricted to golf club opening times 
 
Defibrillator Information Update  
 The radius in which someone who calls 999 will be sent to your defibrillator 
has increased from 200m to 400m. This will mean more people who call 999 will 
be  advised that there is a defibrillator nearby and therefore, hopefully lead to 
more lives being saved and better outcomes from out of hospital cardiac      
arrest. 
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        Cannington C of E Primary School P.T.A. 
 
 Happy New year from the PTA! We are really excited about the  upcoming events 
this year and are looking forward to continuing to raise funds for our children to 

enjoy! 
The Christmas Fayre held back in November was a huge success, we raised a whopping 

£1756.62. The money raised funded the transport for a school trip to Bridgwater Cinema to 
watch the new Disney movie ‘Wish’ and the children had an amazing time! 

We will be holding our annual Summer Festival on Friday 24th May. The festival was 
such a huge success last year and we hope it will be this year too! There will be plenty of stalls, 
games, refreshments, plus lots more. If you are interested in having a stall or wish to support/
sponsor our Summer Festival please contact the School Office for further information. 

The PTA are always grateful to receive donations of raffle prizes that we can use at     
future events. If you have any unwanted Christmas gifts or anything you are willing to donate 
please drop them into the school office, we would be very grateful for all donations received. 

The PTA will also be hosting a Quiz night, the date is yet to be confirmed. This event 
will be advertised on Facebook and posters around the village so please keep a look out! 

The PTA would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who attended our events, 
donated prizes and visited our stalls last year, we hope to see you at our events again this year. 
Dates for Diary: 
 Summer Festival – Friday 24th May   Quiz Night – Date TBC 

Power cut safety advice 
If you're in touch with anyone in your area who is experiencing power issues, 

please share our advice below. You can also find information on our social media 
channels:- Facebook, Twitter/X, Threads and Instagram. 

If you are affected by a power cut, it is the Electricity Distribution Network Operator (DNO) 
who is responsible for maintaining physical electricity supplies to your home or       
business; you can contact your local DNO by calling 105. 

*If you need to light your home when you’re without power, we would prefer if 
you used torches and battery-powered candles rather than candles. If you must use 
candles, follow our candle safety advice. 

*Don't try and cook using barbecues or using fires inside your home such as 
wood-burners. 

*Turn off any appliances that may be a fire risk if they switch on when the power 
comes back on (such as hair dryers or electric hobs). 

*If you're using a portable heater such as oil or gas, keep it a good distance (at 
least 1 metre) from people or furniture. Do not cover them with anything that could 
catch fire such as clothing.          Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service 

 January 1st 2024 saw the annual Charity football match take place on 
Cannington’s Rodway playing field between two teams of  enthusiastic players 
braving the cold, who, what they may have lacked in footballing skills, certainly 
made up for it in sheer commitment.   
 Through the efforts of these young and not so young players, along with 
the many spectators who attended the match, £1,025 was raised for  Children’s 

Hospice SW. 
 This annual challenge has been taking place for over 40 years and has raised in excess of 
£42,000 for CHSW as well as for a few local charities. Well done to everyone concerned. 
 A full report will be in the next issue of the Target. 

https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O07WA-1/c.aspx
https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O07WA-1/c.aspx
https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O08VZ-1/c.aspx
https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O08VX-1/c.aspx
https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O08VW-1/c.aspx
https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O08VY-1/c.aspx
https://email.dsfire.gov.uk/58YG-WE56-5K3A2H-O08W0-1/c.aspx
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Fitness Classes with Sian 
 Cannington Village Hall  

  

Tuesday - 7pm - Ball Fit - £6 - an all-round fitness class that includes balance, 
core, strength, flexibility and cardio work. Please bring a mat and body ball. 

Wednesday – 2:30pm - 50+ Dance Aerobic - £6 - a movement to music 
(mostly 60's and 70's) class with fun, simple, mostly low impact routines followed by 
some chair exercises. 
Thursday – 2pm - Balance and Spinal Mobility - £6 - a gentle class for those 
who want to improve their stability, posture and leg strength and reduce the risk of   
falling. Mostly standing and chair exercises. 

 
*************************************************************************** 

OUTDOOR FITNESS - Thursday 7pm - a circuit training class in the open air 
(except when weather is very wet or frosty!) where you can work at you own level. 
NOT Boot Camp. £5. At Cannington Sports Field (next to EDF drop off) 

Enquiries ring Sian (qualified and experienced instructor) on 01278 652411 
or contact siancocks@btinternet.com 



45 

 



46 

 



47 

 

Somerset Wildlife Trust - Volunteers Needed 
 

 The Trust is one of 46 Wildlife Trusts working across the 
UK. We are a science-led movement focused on restoring habitats 

to support a wide range of wildlife and restore natural processes that are essential for 
healthy landscapes, and provide vital services such as clean air and water, food, carbon 
absorption and flood alleviation. 
 We've been protecting and preserving Somerset’s wildlife and wild places 
for over 50 years. With over 21,000 members, we are the largest conservation charity 
in the county. With the invaluable support of volunteers and members we manage over 
1700 hectares of land for wildlife and people in Somerset. We also work with other    
organisations and landowners to protect and connect wildlife sites across the county 
and inspire local communities and young people to care for wildlife where they live. 

Our landholding incorporates a diverse range of habitats from wetlands to woodlands, 
grasslands and meadows, and provide secure environments for a diverse range of   
wildlife such as dormice, otters, hedgehogs, barn owls and many other species.  

Alongside our members and volunteers, we work year-round to protect wildlife, 

transform landscapes and put nature back into people’s lives. If you are interested in 
the work done by the Trust and would like to volunteer, contact us at: 

    volunteering@somersetwildlife.org  
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 Interior & exterior decoration 
 Painting 

 Wallpapering 

 Restoration & Renovation 

 Insurance work 

 Listed properties 

 Sash Window Repairs  
 Airless Spraying 
 

 We can also arrange trades 
people from plumbers to builders, 
if required.  
 

 
 

 
 

Contact Us: nelsonsdecoratingservices@outlook.com 
   www.nelson-decorating.co.uk 
 
Call us on: 07546 776924        Find us on Facebook 
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BISSHUNT WATCH & CLOCK REPAIRS 

We offer a wide range of repairs including Battery and Strap  

replacement, servicing, Glass, Stem and Crown replacements. 

Local and Reliable Service, please call for a quotation              

Tel: 01278 653971 

MOBILE:  07702 504693 

                                    EMAIL:  mikebissett1960@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Elizabeth Day 

Animal Artist 

Commissions 

Telephone:  

01278 741054 

Mobile: 

07879906592 
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Please telephone 

07546854370 
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KITCHEN & BATHROOM FEATURES  
 

We supply and fit Kitchens, Bathrooms, En-suites, floor, 
and wall tiles. 

    
  We will project manage the entire work at a price  

you can afford.  
 

Family run business with over 35 years’ experience.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Find us on https://www.facebook.com/kandbfeatures. 
 

For a free no obligation quotation,  
please call Martin or Claire 

 
HOME: 01278 651089 MOBILE: 07894140533 

https://www.facebook.com/kandbfeatures
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             DAN ANDISON 

All types of electrical work undertaken 
Friendly & reliable service 

If you have any questions or would like a free estimate  
please don’t hesitate to call Dan on 07717 266734 / 
01278 423762, or email danandisonelectrical@live.co.uk 

Maybe you require the following in your home or work - 
 Power / lighting in your garage, garden or loft 
 Additional sockets / TV & telecoms outlets 
 Additional / replacement light fittings inc. spot down lighters 
 Rewiring / new installations—domestic & commercial 
 Ventilation 
 Electrical installation certificates 
 PAT Testing (Portable Appliance Testing) 
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GIGGLE CAKE  
  
INGREDIENTS 

2 tsp melted butter for greasing      
350g/12oz mixed dried fruit 
125g/4 1/4oz butter or margarine 
175g/6oz soft brown sugar 
225g/8oz self-raising flour 
Pinch of salt 
2 eggs beaten 
225g/8oz canned chopped pineapple, drained 
125g/4 1/4oz glace cherries halved 
 1) Put mixed fruit in a bowl and cover with boiling water, set aside for 10 to 15 minutes 
and then drain 
 2) Put the butter or margarine in saucepan with sugar and heat gently until melted. Add 
the drained fruit and cook over a low heat stirring frequently for 4 to 5 minutes. Remove 
from the heat and transfer into a mixing bowl. Set aside to cool. 
 3) Sift flour and salt into fruit mixture and stir well. Add the eggs and mix 
unil thoroughly mixed. 
 4) Add pineapple and cherries to the mixture and thoroughly stir. Transfer into a lined / 
greased round or oblong 1kg/2lb 7 inch cake tin. 
 5) Bake cake in a preheated oven 180c/350f /gas mark 4 for about 1 hour, test with a 
skewer. If it comes out clean  it is cooked. If not return to oven for a few more minutes. 
 6) Leave to cool 
ENJOY.                          GUEST RECIPE FROM Pauline Sutton, Gurney Manor Mill 12.1.24 
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WI Christmas Lunch  
I woke up on Monday Dec.4th and thought today is my birthday. I 

was staying at Westonzoyland where I’d had a birthday tea with family the 
previous day. I left early as it was our WI Christmas Lunch at Blackmore 
farm. I picked up Joan and Jean and headed for Blackmore farm. The 
weather was getting worse but we managed to get there after going through 
two lots of water across the road.  

We had a lovely Christmas lunch and were drinking our coffee/tea when Ian said that 
the water had risen and we would not be able to get home. In the meantime, Joan's son Andy 
phoned her to say the roads were nigh impossible to get through and he would come and pick 
her up. No good, the water was too deep. Ian and Andy formed a plan that between them they 
could get us home. Pity because I fancied an overnight stay.  

 Ian said he would get his tractor (and what a big tractor it was) to get 
us to the main road where Andy would be waiting to take us home. We had 
some house steps to get us on to the first step of the tractor, then Ian said 
"Hold my hand and I'll help you up". After much heaving and pulling I got 
up into the cab but had to stand as Janet had the only seat. I won't say it was 
the best of journeys but Ian got us to the main road where Andy was     
waiting. Next it was like something out of a Mills and 
Boon novel. I started to climb out of the cab when I felt 

a hand upon my leg, I turned around and it was Andy's. He gently put my 
leg on the step of the tractor then placed his hand on my other leg and 
guided it to the next step. When I got to the bottom step Andy said, "Can 
I put my arms around you and carry you to my car" (I think that's what he 
said). I looked into his eyes and said, "I might be a bit heavy" and thought of the other ladies 
still to come. He managed to hold me (where, I can't remember) and guide me to the wet road.  

I got into Andy's car, reluctantly in the back seat as Janet could only manage to get in 
front. Andy then drove us home with Janet getting out first and when we got to my home I 
found I could not get out of the car, the door wouldn't open. We tried all sorts to get the door 
open when Andy discovered the child lock was on. He reached across me and unlocked the 
door. (Honestly, I didn't put on the lock on purpose). I watched Andy slowly drive away from 
me, my Hero.  

Back to reality - I stood in my driveway and realised I could not get into my home as 
the gadget that opens my electric garage door was in my car back at the farm. Luckily my 
neighbour was in and had a spare key for my front door.  

This is one Birthday I will never forget.                                              A WI member 
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SMALL, QUIET RESIDENTIAL PARK 

Ideal for semi-retired & retired people 
who are 50 and above. 

Enclosed Gardens, Pets Welcome 
Homes For Sale, Excellent Facilities 

 
Evngs: 01278 652465  Mobile: 07767 246552 
East St. Cannington. Bridgwater. TA5 2HJ 
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Tips for your gardens in February - March -  April 
February  
 Place new potatoes (first earlies) on a window sill in egg boxes to chit  
 Soak Sweet Pea seeds for a week, then put 4 seeds to a small pot of      

compost (vermiculite, sharp sand, or perlite and compost mixed)  
 Sow marigold seeds 
 Scrape soil from mole hills and use as readymade, naturally sieved 

compost for seed  sowing and planting (a way to work with wildlife,  
          rather than use chemicals or killing moles) 
 Keep feeding wild birds and give fresh water every day 
 Using secateurs, cut wisteria tendrils down to 10cm (4”) 
 When not too wet and not frosty, use the garden fork prongs to make holes in your lawn to 

aerate the soil and create better drainage  
 Make patios safe and ready for spring, by giving them a good clean using water with a  

power washer  
 Order any flower and vegetable seeds  

March  
 Scrub bird tables early in day with very weak disinfectant solution to  
protect  from disease.  
 Clean out bird boxes.  
 Bury some wood for stag beetle larvae. They take eight years to ma-
ture.  
 Sow seeds thinly. Keep moist and warm in either cold greenhouse                 
 or light windowsill or window box. 

 Good Friday. Plant new potatoes 25 cm (1 foot) apart, rows 50 cm (2 foot) apart and 10 cm 
(4”) deep. Water really well every week. Ready for harvesting mid July.  

April  
 Make an insect hotel. Mason bee home. Lacewing and butterfly 

homes. Look at ideas on internet for bug and insect charities. Great for 
children and families to do to get into looking after essential bugs and 
wildlife. 

 Divide allotment into Roots, Legumes, Potatoes & Squashes,  Brassicas, 
Wildflowers, Fruit and Fallow spaces 

 Hoe and hand remove annual weeds. Keep a few dandelions as these are the first flower 
food for emerging bees and insects after the long dark winter. 

 Keep a scruffy corner in your space for insects, mammals and amphibians; wood pile, 
nettles, twigs, compost pile, dead tree trunk and root                   (Catherine Nightingale) 

How many egomaniacs does it take to screw in a light bulb? One.  
The egomaniac holds the light bulb while the world revolves around him.  
 
How many DIY buffs does it take to change a light bulb?  
One, but it takes two weeks and four trips to the hardware store.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR  
We ended the Autumn term with a fantastic 
trip with the children to Noah’s Ark Zoo near 
Bristol to meet the reindeer, elephants and  
lions, singing merrily all the way up the M5.  
This was the first time for some of our      
children on a coach, how exciting and they 
were a credit to us all with the zoo staff even 

commenting on their outstanding behaviour.  Our sincere thanks go 
to one of our parents who kindly donated £200 towards the coach hire to make this happen.  

We would also like to thank members of the community for donating unwanted 
clothing to our clothes bank collections at the Friendly Spirit and supporting our events 
throughout 2023. All money raised is spent on enhancing our pre-school to benefit the 
children. Your support truly makes a difference and enables us to provide the children 
in our care access to the best possible learning environment.  This term we are looking 
to purchase the children an interactive whiteboard and are busy trying to raise funds to 
make this happen. 

We are currently busy learning about winter, exploring weather, observing        
environmental changes including trees and plants and how animals cope in the colder 
months. We shall be feeding the birds and looking for signs of other animal activity in 
the outdoor environment.  We will also be looking at Chinese New Year, Valentines 
Day and Pancake Day. 

Finally, we would like to unashamedly shout about our recent Ofsted grading, 
achieving OUTSTANDING!!!!!  We are so delighted to receive such high recognition 
and thank our parents for their unfaltering support in all we do.   
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Happy New Year and thank you for your continued support!  
 
 Once again we would like to thank everyone who continues to support 
Children’s Hospice South West in so many ways. The residents of Schoolfields for 
their continued support. Mike Phillips and Grace at the Rose and Crown for the 
donation of £365 raised from the sale of Mike’s bird boxes. Colin Allen and 
the New Years Day Fundraising Committee, the many individuals who gave 
donations during the year and all who bought Christmas cards.  
 Children’s Hospice South West provides the only respite 
and hospice care available to families in the South West.   
Little Bridge House, Charlton Farm and Little Harbour are a 
home-from-home, a place where each family member can find 
time and space to feel normal and do the things they enjoy, 
as a mum, as a dad, as a brother or sister, as a family, not 
overwhelmingly as a carer.  
 The cost of this very special care is over £11 million per year and the 
charity currently only receives around 16% of income generated from statutory 
funding, which is not guaranteed. It therefore relies entirely on the generosity of 
the people of the South West to be able to continue its work. 
 Children’s Hospice South West is dedicated to making the most of 
short and precious lives With your continued support, Children’s Hospice 
South West can continue to care for more children and their families every 
year. 
If you would like further information on how you could help Children’s    
Hospice South West, please contact Jean or Colin Fitzpatrick, telephone 
652859 or visit their website www.chsw.org.uk   
                                                               

Colin Fitzpatrick - Cannington 
Friend’s of Children’s Hospice 

 
 
 
 
 

0% loan to help people living in  off-gas properties to spread the cost of 
heating their home  

   

 The current energy crisis is  having an effect on everyone, coupled with the rising cost 
of living. Living without mains gas can be expensive. For those who are buying home heating 
fuel in bulk, a council-funded loan may be an alternative solution to spread the cost. 
 Somerset Council work in  partnership with Lendology CIC, a Social Enterprise lender, to 
provide council funded 0% Bulk Buy Fuel loans to homeowners, social tenants, and      
private tenants to spread the cost over the winter months.   
 The loan can be used to  purchase oil, gas, wood or other bulk-buy fuel sources and is 
repayable over six to twelve months.  Lendology  encourage residents to save alongside the 
loan where possible to create resilience in paying for the next bulk purchase. 

http://www.chsw.org.uk/
https://www.lendology.org.uk/loans/bulk-buy-fuel-loans/
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Answers to November’s Puzzles     Answers to  
Children’s  Quiz 

   Attention all Target readers  
 

If you have difficulty reading the magazine, you will be pleased to 

know that after some hard work behind the scenes, you can now access 

the Target on the Cannington website which can be found by going to 

www.cannington.org.uk and click on the Target link. (Shaun, Editor) 

 

Answers to Shaun’s Quiz 
 
1. C - Steven Spielberg 
2. C - Belgian 
3. A - John Steinbeck 
4. A - Austria 
5. C - Judaism 
6. A - Bob Dylan 
7. C - Leonid Brezhnev 
8. A - Sikhism 
9. C - Canada 
10. A - Oxford 

http://www.cannington.org.uk
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Speed Indicator device (SID) 
       Apologies for these belated results, but we are having technical issues downloading 
the information we need, and, despite contacting the French manufacturers, we are still 
continuing to have problems accessing the figures. 
       The one interesting result is the comparison between before and after installing the 
mattresses across the road on Rodway Hill. It shows a significant drop in the volume of 
cars entering and leaving the village by this route and it’s pleasing to note the average 
speed recorded has also dropped. 
        The other set of figures for Jubilee Gardens and High Street, gives a snapshot of 
the volume of traffic moving through the village. Hopefully we can overcome the     
difficulties and provide a more up to date set of figures.                   Shaun 
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 Children’s Corner         Identify these vegetables 

Colour Me  
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Adult’s Corner  Answers to November’s puzzles  
and quizzes on Page 69 
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To advertise with the Target please get in contact with 
 

Kate Slade kateslade@btopenworld.com Tel 01278 653572 
 

   For Village businesses ¼ page £10, ½ page £20, full page £40 
For  outside the village    ¼ page £30, ½ page £40, full page £70 
                                                                                      (per edition) 

Unfortunately, from the New Year we will have to increase our prices 

 
 

P. S. Did you know that The Target reaches over 3500  
people every quarter.  It is a free magazine relying only on revenue 

from advertising. We rely on volunteers for distribution and my 
sincere thanks go to both the advertisers  

and the generous volunteers.                                      
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Inclusion of any advertisement in this magazine does not imply 

recommendation by the editing team. 

 

Something to say? Complimentary or otherwise 
please send your  comments / views to the Editor,  

 

14, Court Orchard, Cannington, TA5 2QH 
 or email shaunryall@talktalk.net 

Tel: 01278 653 469 
 

This is your magazine so I need to know what you think!   

Village Quiz Nights 
  

The venue for future Village Quizzes is  
uncertain at the moment so please keep 

your eyes open for announcements on Facebook, or 
posters that will be displayed around the village. 

We will do our best to keep the quiz going. 
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