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19th December 2009 
 
 

PROPOSED NEW POWER STATION AT HINKLEY POINT AND ITS  EFFECT ON CANNINGTON  
 

The Parish Council would like to know views of all residents on the above proposal and therefore invite you, as a person 
registered on the current Electoral Roll, to complete this questionnaire and return it using either the ballot box in the Post 
Office or the Parish Council Post Box at the Village Hall (to be found by the doorway on the footpath between Brook Street 
and the Churchyard) by 5.00pm Wednesday 30th December. 
 
We can assure you that your written views will not be publically attributable to you. The responses will be opened in the 
presence of independent scrutineers on Monday 4th January with the result being made known the following day at the Public 
meeting detailed below. 
 
The Parish Council invites you to attend an Open Meeting in the Main Hall at the Cannington Centre for Land Based Studies at 
7.00pm on Tuesday 5th January 2010 when the results of the questionnaire will be declared and the impact of the current 
proposals on the village will be discussed. 
 
We thank you in anticipation for your comments which will help us to form a balanced and reflective response to the proposals 
which will inevitable change Cannington. These views will be used to make a response to EDF Energy in regards to the Stage 
One consultation process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maurice Locke (Chairman of Cannington Parish Council) 
 

A total of 521 returned out of a possible 1777 = 29.3% 
 

CANNINGTON QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
 

GENERAL: 
1. Do you think Cannington will loose its “village” identity by accommodating a temporary park and ride, freight 
consolidation facility and one or two campuses for up to 320 workers? 
 
Yes 434 = 83.3% No 68 = 13.1%  Don’t know 19 = 3.6% Total = 521 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROADS: 
2. It is anticipated that during the construction period many extra vehicles will use roads in Cannington in order to get to 
the site at Hinkley Point. EDF Energy have suggested building a by-pass. Are you in favour of a by-pass? 
 
Yes 397 = 78.9% No 94 = 18.7%  Don’t know 12 = 2.4% Total = 503 
 

 
 
 

Please go to page 2 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX “B” 
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3. EDF Energy have offered to build a by-pass – possible routes are: 
 
3a. Western route: A route that starts from the A39 roundabout to the west of Cannington that crosses Bymore’s front and 
back drives before heading NNE between Withiel farm and Withiel Drive, to Sandy Lane to the west of Knapp Farm. It would 
then cross Chads Hill lane before swinging NE to join with the Hinkley Point road between Rodway Farm and Sharks Lane 
 
or 
 
3b Outer Western route: To start from a new junction to the west of the existing roundabout near Blackmoor Lane on the 
A39 around the back of Brymore school crossing Sandy Lane between the quarries  and joining with the Hinkley Point Road 
by the Grain Store. (please note that this road has been considered but not offered as a possible route in the EDF plan) 
 
or 
 
3c Eastern route: A route that starts at the A39 roundabout on the southern side of the village then swings in a large arc 
to the east before joining the Hinkley Point road between the Grain Store and Putnell Farm 
 
or 
 
3d A northern route from Bridgwater to link with the Hinkley Point road somewhere north of Cannington which could 
link up with a proposed western by-pass. (Please note that this route has not been offered as a possibility) 
 
or 
 
3e A northern route from Bridgwater to link with the Hinkley Point road somewhere north of Cannington which could 
link up with the proposed eastern route around Cannington (Please note that this route has not been offered as a possibility) 
 
PLEASE CONSULT THE MAPS IF IN ANY DOUBT (Further details of the maps and routes can be found on the home page of the 
Cannington Website – www.cannington.org.uk) 
    

Please indicate your preferred route = 462 in total – 53.5% for the Northern routes 
 

 ROUTE: CROSS  ROUTE: CROSS 

3a Western route 57 =  
12.3% 

3d 
Northern route linking up with the Western 
proposed by-pass 

107 = 
23.2% 

3b Eastern route 61 = 
13.2% 3e 

Northern route linking up with the Eastern 
proposed by-pass 

140 = 
30.3 

3c Outer Western route 75 = 
16.2% 3f No preference  22 = 

4.8% 

 
TRAFFIC CALMING: 
4. Whichever route is chosen for the by-pass there will always be commuters who will try and travel through the village 
as a short cut. Would you like to see some sort of traffic calming measures in the village? 
 
Yes  415 = 82.2% No 63 = 12.5%  Don’t know 27 = 5.3 Total = 505 
 
 

 
Please go to page 3 
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TEMPORARY WORKERS ACCOMMODATION: 
5. EDF Energy has identified two possible sites to accommodate a workforce of up to 320 in Cannington. Up to 120 
within the college campus and up to 200 on a site to the south of the village (exact locations are not known at this time). Are 
you in favour of an extra 320 workers living in the village during the construction period? 
 

 TEMPORARY WORKERS 
ACCOMMODATION 

CROSS  TEMPORARY WORKERS 
ACCOMMODATION 

CROSS 

5a Yes: - On both sites 32 = 
6.6% 

5d No 
361 = 
74.4% 

5b Yes: - But only on the College site 45 = 9.3% 5e Don’t know 
18 = 
3.7% 

5c Yes: - But only on the Southern site 29 = 
6.0% 

Total votes = 485 

 
 
If you answered “No” or “Don’t know ” to question 5 please answer question 6 and 7 
 
 
6. There is a strong possibility that the accommodation at (5) above could be left to the college after the completion of 
the building project. The College could use the accommodation for student residential use. Would you now be in favour of this 
of this project? 
  
 
Yes  38 = 9.1%       No  303 = 72.3% 
I could be but would 57 = 13.6%    Don’t know 21 = 5.0% 
need further information       Total votes - 419 
 
 
 
7. There is a strong possibility that the accommodation at (5) above could be left to the village after the completion of 
the building project. The village could use the accommodation for much needed affordable housing. Would you now be in 
favour of this of this project? 
  
 
Yes   48 = 11.2%    No   288 = 67.4% 
I could be but would need 74 = 17.3%  Don’t know 17 = 4.0% 
further information        Total votes - 427 
 
 
 
TEMPORARY PARK AND RIDE: 
8. In order to lessen the number of journeys to the construction site EDF Energy has proposed a series of Park and Ride 
schemes in Sedgemoor and West Somerset areas. Two proposals have been made to use land in Cannington. One on the south 
side adjacent to the present by-pass and the second on land opposite or near the Grain Store. 
 
Are you in favour of a Park and Ride scheme in Cannington to accommodate up to 900 cars? 
 
 
Yes (by by-pass)   61 = 13.0%       Yes (by Grain Store)   80 = 17.0% 
No   319 = 67.7%    Don’t know  11 = 2.3%   Total = 471 
  

Please go to page 4 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

TEMPORARY FREIGHT CONSOLIDATION FACILITY: 
9. EDF Energy have stated they would like a freight consolidation facility to offload up to 120 “white van” size vehicles 
per day on site other than those to be used for their Park and Ride proposals . There are two proposals. On the south side 
adjacent to the present by-pass and the second on land opposite or near the Grain Store. 
 
Would you accept such a facility in Cannington? PLEASE CONSULT THE MAPS FOUND ON THE CANNINGTON 
WEBSITE OR THE PAMPHLETS DISTRIBUTED BY EDF (Further details of the maps and routes can be found on the home page 
of the Cannington Website – www.cannington.org.uk) 
 
 
Yes (by by-pass)   52 = 10.0% Yes (by Grain Store) 113 = 21.7%    No 338 = 65.0% 
Don’t know 17 = 3.3%  Total = 520 
  
 
 
 
 
COMPENSATION: 
10. All the above will make an impact on village life in varying degrees. In view of this EDF Energy are willing to give 
the village certain facilities. These could be in the form of a new Village Centre which may incorporate a hall for plays, 
sports/social facilities and car parking; recreational facilities for football and cricket together with changing rooms could be 
incorporated; a landscaped area possibly including a lake as well as a communal park area or other schemes that the village so 
wishes. 
 
To this end would your views change your answers to any of the above? 
 
 
Yes 12 = 2.4% No 391 = 76.7% My views could be changed but I would need further information  
 94 = 18.4%    Don’t know   13 = 2.5%  Total = 510 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to add any comments below that you feel could help the Council with its response 
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GENERAL COMMENTS: 
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Appendix C 
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Fig 4 & 5 
Shows the brook in 
spate over numerous 

years (1950’s) 

Fig 1. 
 
Showing the Brook 
in its normal flow 

Shows the Brook in 
spate during floods in 
1999 

Fig 3 
1998 


